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In the text before us today, the question that sadly confuses many who profess Christ is clearly answered for 
us: Whose will is supreme? Our will or God’s will?  
 

There are notable examples in Scripture of mighty rulers who resisted the Lord and would not humble 
themselves under His mighty hand. How did that turn out for those rulers in each case? God said to Pharaoh, 
“Let my people go!” Pharaoh said, “No!” His kingdom was decimated by the ten plagues, and his army was 
destroyed in the Red Sea. King Herod was struck by the Lord and was eaten by worms when he accepted 
worship from the people rather than giving glory to God. And here in Daniel 4, Nebuchadnezzar, the mightiest 
king that reigned at that time, would not humble himself before the Lord, and God brought upon him a 
temporary insanity so that he was driven from his throne and behaved like a cow. Whose will in each of these 
cases was supreme? Their will or God’s will?  
 

Why do we think we will fare any better than these mighty kings if we challenge the Lord God, and declare, “I 
will not have the Lord to reign over me”? It is a battle that we cannot win. And yet people spend their whole 
life shaking their fist at God, sinfully claiming they are going to live their lives their way, which always leads to 
their own destruction. We are all rebels against God by nature like Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar.   
 

As the Apostle Paul says (who was another great rebel against the Lord Jesus), “I am what I am by the grace of 
God.” It is not because we are better than other rebels. It is the work of God’s grace to take away that 
rebellious will and to graciously grant a will that trusts Him, repents of sin, loves His will, and walks in 
obedience to His commandments (Philippians 2:13). May we all come to see (by God’s grace) that proud, 
unrepentant rebels against Jesus Christ will be destroyed, but those who are humbled by God’s grace and turn 
to Him will be exalted and blessed now and forever.  
 

Our main points from our text are: (1) The King’s Willful Pride (Daniel 4:28-30); (2) The King’s Judgment 
Realized (Daniel 4:31-33); (3) The King’s Declaration of God’s Sovereignty (Daniel 4:34-37).  
 

I. The King’s Willful Pride (Daniel 4:28-30).  
 

 A. Daniel 4 is a unique chapter, for in it is given the testimony of a great King that learned the hard 
way that God’s will is supreme—not his. Loving submission to Christ is not a dirty word for the Christian, but is 
the way of blessing in God’s kingdom (1 Peter 5:5-6—humility is a grace, but we must grow in it). The example 
of Nebuchadnezzar is given for our instruction that we might learn the easy way by heeding God’s Word 
rather than having to learn the hard way by God’s rod.  
 

 B. One year after the interpretation of the king’s dream, he was walking in (or upon) the roof of 
his palace, and was boasting about the glory of the great city of Babylon (Daniel 4:30). “I did this. I 
accomplished this. I glorify myself.” From the historical records, it was one of the most beautiful cities of the 
ancient world.  
  1. Though God does not strike each of us in our pride with the same judgment that befell 
Nebuchadnezzar (or Herod), nevertheless, the Lord teaches us (in the School of Christ) how abominable is our 
pride to Him. It is robbing God of His glory. It is stealing from Him (far worse than robbing our neighbor). It is 
taking credit to ourselves that belongs to the Lord. We may not consider pride to be all that bad. “After all, we 
all are proud—we all have boasted in pride—it’s not as serious as murder or adultery.” That’s where we are 
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mistaken, for it is our pride in rejecting God’s will and asserting our own will that leads to murder and 
adultery.  
  2. Pride is Idolatry (I-dolatry, Me-dolatry). The temptation to Eve was that if she ate of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, she would be like God (Genesis 3:5). Pride exalts oneself rather than 
Jesus. The breaking of God’s commandments (both Tables) begins with pride in asserting our will over God’s 
will, in serving ourselves rather than God and our neighbor. That’s why God takes pride as seriously as He 
does, and why we must likewise take it seriously if we would become like Christ (who humbled Himself and 
took on the form of a servant in submission to the will of the Father, and was highly exalted, Philippians 2). 
  3. It is not a sin to give or to receive a compliment for a job well done (Proverbs 27:2). It is 
in itself an encouragement to our diligence and faithfulness to the Lord and our calling. But who do we praise 
when we receive a compliment—ourselves or the Lord who has so blessed us (1 Corinthians 10:31)? If we do 
not find ourselves glorifying the Lord Jesus for our gifts and successes, it should be a warning to us all to 
beware of pride (those divine warnings should lead us to repentance). Heaven is filled with such glory to God 
(Revelation 19:1). The heart that has been changed by the Lord will be a heart that exalts and glorifies the Lord 
Jesus. Nebuchadnezzar-like boasting is a certain warning of pride—I-dolatry (Jeremiah 9:23-24; 2 Corinthians 
10:17).  
  4. Our culture and sadly even the church are not helpful, but lead us down the path of 
pride (boasting in ourselves, self-love, self-esteem). Pride is all about ourselves and when that is the focus, we 
will never be filled with joy and contentment because we will never receive all that pride thinks we deserve in 
life and from others. However, when we have learned by God’s grace that it’s not all about us, but about 
Jesus, what others do to us will not devastate us and we will learn that losses in life only draw us closer to 
Jesus (Philippians 1:21). All that is in the world can be lost—only Jesus can never be lost. 
 

II. The King’s Judgment Realized (Daniel 4:31-33).  
 
 A. God had given Nebuchadnezzar a whole year since his dream and its interpretation to repent as 
Daniel counseled (Daniel 4:27), but it made no lasting impression on him.  
  1. Nebuchadnezzar delayed and procrastinated to take seriously what God had revealed to 
him. God’s delays are not a sign of His forgetfulness or approval, but of His mercy to turn from sin to Him. 
  2. How many times have we been convicted by a passage of Scripture, by a heart-to-heart 
talk with a friend, or by a sermon that we must turn from this or that sin, but we delayed and procrastinated? 
We do not take our Lord seriously. If we belong to Christ, He will not allow the delay to continue (out of love 
for us). Those delays filled with excuses will cost us in either leading us into other sins or bringing certain 
miseries into our lives to teach us. May God’s mercy lead us to repentance, not to laziness. There is nothing 
that will hinder our communion with Christ more than ignoring God’s conviction to us through His Word.  
 

 B. A voice came from heaven, which Nebuchadnezzar heard, saying in effect, “Time is up! Your 
kingdom is taken from you.” The voice (likely the voice of one of the angelic watchers, Daniel 4:13-14) details 
what is about to befall the king through the agency of other angelic watchers (“they”). This judgment of 
insanity would continue until the king learned that it was the Most High God that governs the nations, and 
raises up rulers and puts them down (Daniel 4:32). Rulers are mere servants—God is Lord over all, and must 
be worshipped as such. 
 

 C. The “same hour” (i.e. shortly thereafter hearing these words from heaven), God brought 
insanity upon Nebuchadnezzar for a period of “seven times” (likely seven years, Daniel 4:33). 
  1. “The angelic watchers drove him away from human society. He was unable to think and 
speak as a human being. He resisted human society and would not take shelter in man-made dwellings or 
come under the care of servants. The word “grass” is more general and refers to things grown (like herbs,  



3 
 

fruits, or vegetables).  
  2. There are notable cases in ancient and modern history that report people who have had 
a similar serious kind of insanity (boanthropy). Even though there are such documented cases, 
Nebuchadnezzar’s case was unique in that this was directly brought upon him to humble him for his pride in 
glorifying himself. 
  3. Here is a picture of what pride and self-exaltation do to us—pride does not beautify us, 
it debases us and causes us to act like animals (as we see in our culture today). Pride turns mercies from God 
(gifts, abilities, successes) into curses that destroy us. The gospel of Jesus Christ beautifies us because it exalts 
the glory of God with which we are adorned as with beautiful garments and causes us to act not like beasts, 
but like the Lord Jesus Christ.     
 

III. The King’s Declaration of God’s Sovereignty (Daniel 4:34-37). 
 

 A. Now we come to Nebuchadnezzar’s conclusion. When the “seven times” (or seven years) were 
fulfilled, King Nebuchadnezzar testifies that his sanity and former rule as king were returned to him. He 
blesses “the most High” declaring God’s dominion as above his own and as never ending (Daniel 4:34). 
Nebuchadnezzar elaborates further in Daniel 4:35. There is not a more clear statement in all of Scripture that 
answers the question: Whose will is supreme? Our will or God’s will? Nebuchadnezzar did not will to be sent 
from his throne. That was God’s will. He did not will to behave like a cow. That was God’s will. Whose will is 
supreme and absolute? God’s will!  
 

 B. In asking and answering this question, we do not deny that humans have a will. What we affirm 
the Bible teaches about our will is that…  
  1. Our will is limited as creatures (we cannot bring to pass whatever we will—that should 
be obvious—otherwise we would will not to get sick or to die, Hebrews 9:27; Job 14:5).  
  2. Our will is fallen and corrupt in Adam and cannot submit  
itself to God and His holy commandments (Romans 8:7-8). It is dead. 
  3. Our will is renewed in Christ at regeneration so that we now can choose to trust, love, 
and obey Christ and His commandments (Philippians 2:13). 
  4. Our renewed will is perfected at death so that we will only choose to obey God in 
heaven (Matthew 6:10).  
 

 C. In contrast, what does God say about His will in Scripture? 
  1. Whereas the human will is limited, God’s will is unlimited and almighty (Psalm 135:6; 
Isaiah 46:10). In fact, the Bible is quite clear that the human will cannot restrain God’s will (Psalm 33:10-11). 
However, God’s will does restrain man’s will (Daniel 4:35). God’s will restrained Nebuchadnezzar’s will.  
  2. God’s will (like God Himself) is absolutely sovereign (Ephesians 1:11), perfectly holy 
(Psalm 145:17), and infinitely wise (1 Timothy 1:17).  
 D. Application 
  1. The truth that God’s will is supreme terrifies unbelievers, for if that is true (and it is) 
they are accountable to this holy, sovereign God and will stand before Him to be judged by His righteous 
commandments and suffer for all eternity His just condemnation in hell. 
  2. However, this truth is one of the most precious and comforting truths to believers in 
Jesus Christ. For the will that governs this world is the sovereign will of God who has loved us and chosen us 
from all eternity, sent Jesus to pay for our sins, and granted to us everlasting life. Only if God is sovereign and 
His will supreme can we have hope that He has a perfect plan that will glorify His justice and His grace in all 
the wickedness and chaos that exists in this world. God wins!   
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