
The Binding of Satan - Mark 3:22-30  11-27-22 
 As we come to Advent we will take a break from our study of the Gospel of John to look 
into the overarching topic of What the First Coming of Jesus Brought. Under that umbrella we 
will be looking at some important aspects that include the everlasting reign of the King, the 
building of God’s temple, the New Covenant, and today we start with the binding of Satan. But 
does the binding of Satan seem like a weird issue to bring up, especially as we talk about the first 
coming of Jesus? It may be, because many have been trained by some popular beliefs in the 
recent century or so that this topic is future for us and under the category of the second coming 
of Jesus, not the first coming of Jesus. Because of this, we don’t even think about this and we 
gloss over the various texts that address it. If certain beliefs are confirmed by the clear testimony 
of Scripture then we should embrace them, but if they are found lacking in support then things 
ought to change. Much of this should not hang on one or two texts, but on bigger portions put 
together as we examine the connectedness of major themes. 
 1) The Context, 2) The Binding, and 3) The Implications 
 As we come into Mark 3 we need to recognize that this is in the second year of Jesus’ 
ministry. Mark goes very quickly in the events of Jesus’ ministry, so as we get to here in this 
Gospel we need to remember that the religious opposition to Jesus has already seen a lot of what 
Jesus has done. And in that, in this Gospel, Mark is showing the total lordship of King Jesus over 
all of life, over all creation, in the things that He has done. People are slow to get this and yet 
Jesus has gained a lot of popularity in His second year and the religious leaders don’t take too 
kindly to that. And we come to an instance where they try to do something about that. Why? In 
Luke 11:14, “Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the 
mute man spoke, and the people marveled.” The scribes in this situation take great effort to try 
and derail Jesus. Because of the stir that’s growing they have traveled down from Jerusalem to 
Galilee, which is in the low country. This is quite the trip that was anywhere from 40-70 miles. 
But the opportunity is presenting itself for them to do this, because Jesus’ popularity with the 
crowds is not always favorable, so they could take advantage. We read in verse 20 that even 
Jesus' family thought that He was out of His mind at this point, so the crowd is surely unstable. 
To purposefully fuel the fire the scribes claimed that Jesus was possessed by Beelzebul. 
Beelzebul was one of the gods of the Ekronites (Ek-ro-nites), a deity of the Gentiles, but to the 
Jews these deities were considered demons. And this demon was the top one, as they say it was 
the “the prince of demons.” So this was supposed to be a harsh insult on Jesus and to bring 
reproach upon Him, so that people would turn on Him. Yet, they have no idea what they are 
saying and Jesus calls them on it.  
 As these scribes were saying that Jesus is possessed by a demon we need to recognize 
how Jesus responds. Jesus answers the fool according to his folly by showing them the 
irrationality of their own statement. This is another way in which Jesus traps the trappers. This is 
something they had been saying and were continuing to say about Jesus as the imperfect tense of 
“were saying” shows it has been something that’s been an ongoing issue. As Jesus hears this He 
calls them to Himself as it is time to address their false witness and reveal it for what it really is, 
which is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit as He later describes where they attribute the work of 
the Spirit to the work of the devil. But here, the subject of kingdom, of power, and of what is 
taking place is brought up by Jesus.   



 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by 
Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” 23And he called them to 
him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house 
will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot 
stand, but is coming to an end.  
 What is happening here is not that Satan is divided against himself, but that a take-over is 
taking place. Jesus brings this up by showing that it is ridiculous to say that He is demon 
possessed, because how could a demon possessed person cast out a demon, “How can Satan cast 
out Satan?” Since they believe that these demons that have been cast out of people are from 
Satan to begin with, then how does it make sense that Satan casts them out? There would be no 
point in Satan doing that. It would actually dismantle his own agenda. It is actually by the Spirit 
of God that these works are taking place. And this is where we need to bring Matthew’s account 
of this in where Matthew 12:28 says, “But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, 
then the kingdom of God has come upon you.” In this Jesus is bringing to light what is actually 
taking place in the bigger picture. This is an incredible statement that connects to some major 
themes in Scripture that should make it clear to us that this binding of Satan is not future for us. 
And also that the kingdom of God is now. If you remember, John 12:31 said, “Now is the 
judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.” The kingdom of God has 
come, because the rightful King has come to take back what was His.  
 In this parable that Jesus teaches Jesus is the intruder that comes into the strong man’s 
house with the intention to plunder the strong man’s possessions and Satan is the strong man who 
has this house and the goods within it. Verse 27, “But no one can enter a strong man’s house and 
plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house.” 
Now, notice these pieces here, because this is critical in seeing the broader scope of this. Before 
Jesus comes Satan is considered the ruler of this world in a sense, but this has always been a 
false kingship, a temporary rule, or a stealing where the jokes on him, because in actuality he 
hasn’t really stolen anything. He really hasn’t had any strength, but has been allowed to exert a 
strength that is under the sovereign rule, power, and plan of God the whole time. But, Satan 
thinking that he has something on Jesus has already tried to deceive Jesus before back in the 
wilderness.  
 Matthew 4:7-11, 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you 
will fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, 
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” 11Then the devil left 
him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
 Notice that Jesus doesn’t even entertain the idea that Satan may have rule and true 
ownership of the kingdoms of the world. It is not even a question that he doesn’t. So in reality 
Satan is deceived in thinking he has rule. Now, he obviously does have some effect on the world, 
because of the power of sin and him being the father of lies, but that needs to be seen all in the 
context of what this aspect of the first coming of Jesus addresses. In this parable that Jesus 
teaches Jesus describes Himself as the plunderer. He has come to carry off the strong man’s 
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possessions. The one that seems to have the advantage, the victory, Satan, instead is going to be 
plundered. Jesus is going to take what has been temporarily possessed by Satan. The beginning 
of this take-over was seen in that wilderness encounter and now in the second year of Jesus’ 
ministry it is addressed more directly by Jesus when the scribes try to smear His name.  
 Jesus is a man of war who doesn’t play nice with the works of evil. Hebrews 2:14-15, “14 
Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” Jesus came 
to destroy the power of Satan. So in order to plunder the house of Satan where He takes Satan’s 
possessions that are in the house Jesus has to first bind Satan who is the strong man. This binding 
happens when the works of Jesus are finished. So what’s in the house?  
 Revelation 20 gives us this picture where this binding is talked about. Now, when I read 
this don’t get sidetracked like we do on the thousand years reference, but listen to these 
connections of binding, of being thrown or cast out, and most of all notice the purpose of this, 
which shows us what’s in the strong man’s house that Jesus will carry away from Satan’s 
possession. Revelation 20:1-3, "1Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his 
hand the key to the bottomless pita and a great chain. 2And he seized the dragon, that ancient 
serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3and threw him into the 
pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until 
the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.” This is the same 
binding that Jesus is referring to in this encounter with the scribes in Mark 3, Matthew 12, and 
Luke 11, which falls in line with John 12:31, Hebrews 2:14-15, and other texts.  
 What was the purpose of this binding? This gets to more clearly of what is in the house 
that will be plundered. It was so that the nations would not be deceived by Satan any longer. This 
has incredible implications, but first does this mean that Satan isn’t doing anything at all right 
now? No, but with misinterpreting this text we also go to the other extreme and think that he is 
completely unleashed with no hinderance. And when we go that way then we can create this kind 
of dualism that gives him more power than he has or we can just, in a more plain sense, always 
talk like he has a leg up on Christians. Both instances can create a defeatist type of mentality. He 
is prowling around like a roaring lion. He is blinding the eyes of those who are perishing. We do 
put on the armor of God, because there is warfare against him that’s real right now. So how do 
we reconcile those issues with this one that says he is bound knowing that it is talking about His 
first coming then and not His second coming in the future? For one, Satan can do nothing except 
that which exists under the sovereign plan and work of God. Two, this deception of the nations is 
speaking to the fact that it cannot last, it cannot overcome in the end result. And thirdly what 
brings this together is that this in the final say so speaks to the elect of God, because they are not 
the ones who are perishing, but they are the ones who are believing in the Lord Jesus Christ 
alone. They are those who have come from the nations. These are Gentiles who used to be 
without hope and without God in the world. This is the New Covenant breaking in to full 
realization. So any Gentile that comes to true salvation in Jesus is fruit of this binding of Satan. 
Isn’t that incredible?! This is directly connected to the New Covenant and to the kingdom of God 
coming upon us in the first coming of the King and Savior Jesus. But these are not the only 
connections.  
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 Jesus bound Satan in His life, death, resurrection, and ascension, but then Jesus was gone 
as we are reading in John. So this plundering, this taking of Satan’s possessions, the deception of 
the nations has to still be carried out within time. From the finished work of Jesus on to the end 
of time the nations will no longer be deceived, but how does that happen? In John 14 and 16 
what are we hearing from Jesus? We are hearing that Jesus will send the Holy Spirit and when 
He comes He will convict the world, the whole world, both Jew and Gentile now, He will convict 
the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. And in that work the nations will come to Christ. 
More specifically, those predestined in Christ that are Gentiles will come to Him for eternal life. 
How more specifically does this happen? What’s the Great Commission? While Christians go 
into all the world we are to make disciples of all nations, right? We have the ability to do this, 
because Satan has been bound and Jesus has been given all authority in heaven and on earth, so 
therefore in that authority we go as the Holy Spirit drives us to that work. We are plunderers! We 
are to go plunder Satan’s house. And because of Jesus’ victory we will have success in our 
plundering. This is ultimately because God is the perfect, never-falling sovereign God.  
 Now, when we take this seriously as plunderers with the truth of God to be brought to 
bear on the world and its ways to bring life and liberty to people and society then we will 
understand that we will get the same reaction that Jesus got and it won’t be just from the 
authorities of our day that are relatively from a distance in our situation. It will also come from 
those that may be close to us like family, friends, or closer acquaintances. Jesus’ own family 
thought He was out of His mind as He was engaging with the world the way He did. At the end 
of Mark 3 we see His family trying to get Him away from the crowd, but He had to be about His 
Father’s business in the world, because there were those that would come to life in Him as a 
result of the binding of Satan. Is that really something that we should do though? Isn’t it instead 
the motto, “to each their own?” Shouldn’t we live and let live? Shouldn’t we just keep to 
ourselves? I mean, we can’t force people to believe what we believe, so we shouldn’t feel the 
need to be all opinionated and assertive, right? Isn’t this what so many people say today? And 
many professing Christians? When people make the comment that we can’t force people it 
should be obvious that we can’t use a type of violent coercion or an actual forceful imposition, 
but that’s really not what they mean. What is meant is, if it is coming from a professing 
Christian, is we can’t go on the offensive to confront the world of its evil works. But this is to 
give into the world’s opinion. And we sure have given in. Think about this, if Christians are to 
just say, “Welp, to each their own. We can’t force them,” then that is an act of disobedience and it 
shows that we either do not know how God saves people or that He is sovereign over that saving 
work or that we have missed a tremendous implication of the first coming of Jesus in the binding 
of Satan. For whichever reason it is a stain on the current climate of Christianity. We are to be 
plunderers and be motivated to think in this way, because it is taking back from Satan what is not 
his, which is to take back people that he has deceived, from every nation that have been set apart 
in Christ by God’s sovereign grace. And the effects of this plundering is to have effect on the 
climate of society where we restore the earth to glorify God on the premise that Jesus came to 
reconcile all things to Himself, things in heaven and on earth. And talk about the typical staples 
of Advent, this is hope, love, joy, and peace that is directed at our victorious Jesus. We ought to 
recognize that running through all this.   



 When this is understood then this is an intentionally outward and on the offense focus in 
life equipped with the truth of God that dismantles every argument raised against the knowledge 
of God and its effect on all of life. We are not called to be back on our heels, because the church 
that cannot be prevailed against is running at the gates of hell, not the opposite. I was recently 
listening to a podcast on the airplane that was talking about our need to be able to defend the 
truth of God in the cultural context and not just the theological context. The theological context 
is still there with a need to defend the doctrine of the Trinity or the imputed righteousness of 
Christ or other specifically doctrinal truth, but what has grown is the need to defend the truth of 
God that addresses abortion, homosexuality, transgenderism, the social justice issues, politics, 
the separation of church and state, climate change, and a whole host of other issues that are 
directed at the cultural context. But as we defend and address these issues from the standard of 
what God says, then many will say, “they are out of their mind.” Someone on YouTube 
commented on my sermon two weeks ago that was largely directed at our new Governor Josh 
Shapiro and the comment was, “This is wild bro. You sound crazy.” This was from an old 
acquaintance in Oregon, but Mr. Shapiro is to answer to his people whom he represents. He is 
obligated to obey God in how he governs, because there is no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by God. He is to be held accountable by the church. 
Abortion is murder. Promoting and instituting homosexuality and transgenderism is thievery. 
This nation wasn’t founded upon pure democracy where people rule. And truth is not relative. 
Even just saying those somewhat summary statements people would say that I’m out of my 
mind. But as Jesus came to initiate the plundering of Satan’s house, so we continue. Do we see 
an outward hope in that? An outward love, joy, or peace? When we look through the lens of the 
first coming of Jesus and then through His finished work as it applies to something like the 
binding of Satan, then oh yes we should see all these beautiful aspects of the Advent season as 
we are doers of the word.  
 Another implication is that this binding of Satan, so that he would no longer deceive the 
nations, it has a national aspect to it that should be addressed briefly. Just as God commands us 
to disciple individuals within nations He also commands us to disciple nations as a whole. We 
are to work to change the very fabric of society from the inside out, so that not only individuals 
are changed, but as that is multiplied and as that reaches into all aspects of life then nations as a 
whole change. We are supposed to win the world to Christ as nations are brought to the 
obedience of faith. Proverbs 14:34 is a real verse that God gave us, “Righteousness exalts a 
nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.” This is a covenantal and national piece of the picture 
that we need to recover. The sexual and “gender” revolutions that brought in homosexuality, 
transgenderism, abortion, and more shows that national sins breed, they cause national 
degeneracy, decay, deterioration, corruption. These sins are not only when there is approval, but 
also when there is silence in the public square on these issues. We are to have a national 
objective like Jonah was called to have with the city of Nineveh, the whole city. Isn’t that a great 
hope for us to have that comes out of this binding of Satan? We have examples in Scripture that 
display the power of God that’s not just for individuals, but for nations too. There ought to be a 
real joy in the fact that, from the finished work of Christ, we get to plunder Satan’s house and our 
work will take effect in the sovereign purpose and plan of God. We are to rescue those who are 
being taken away to death in the spiritual sense of the war that we are in as the deception of 



nations goes to the heart that’s turned away to falsehoods and immorality. So we ought to love to 
plunder, because we have love for neighbor. This is to be in the individual application and the 
collective application whether the church collective or the nation collective.   
 Proverbs 24:10-12 - 10 If you faint (sink, show yourself to be slack) in the day of 
adversity, your strength is small (narrow, limited in its use and effect). 11 Rescue (deliver, 
snatch away - you hear the plundering in there?) those who are being taken away to death; 
(those who are being - passive = the sinner under the power of Satan, the victim of injustice (the 
baby), the culture of death in the sexual revolutions - during the actual process of being taken 
away unjustly - unjustly heavily implied by “rescue” and “being taken away to death”) hold 
back (restrain, keep back) those (the one who is actively going = the parent(s), the person 
“transitioning,” the person diving headlong into falsehoods) who are stumbling (slipping) to the 
slaughter (the killing). 12 If you say, “Behold, we did not know this,” does not he who 
weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will 
he not repay man according to his work? (You who know what is happening, but do nothing 
about it) (These commands are to actively step in while it is happening). This is a description of 
plundering and we are to do it, because of what came from the first coming of Jesus, the binding 
of Satan.


