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1 Peter 1, resuming our exposition of the first epistle of Peter and this morning the title of
the message is the same as it was last week, "The Stabilizing Power of Thankfulness." 
The stabilizing power of thankfulness, that's the title really of the content of verses 3 to 9 
of chapter 1. 1:3-9, that's the theme of those verses. Peter is calling us to actively and 
intentionally thank God for the majestic blessings that are ours in Christ and we see in the
passage and you read again and we read in a moment, listen for the phrase "greatly 
rejoice" which occurs twice. Greatly rejoice, in this you greatly rejoice, you greatly 
rejoice with joy unspeakable, because we noted the connection between thankfulness and 
joy that Peter is making here, that thankfulness leads to greater joy and greater joy leads 
to greater faithfulness. The joy of the Lord is your strength and helps you to bear up. 
Remember, Peter's great concern in his epistle, his pastoral heart, the burden of his soul is
for his readers who are undergoing suffering. They are experiencing fiery trials and more 
are coming, and in the gracious providence of God he gives to Peter this message for his 
people to strengthen them. And so Peter's great question, knowing that they're suffering, 
knowing that more suffering is coming, knowing that they're experiencing much of what 
we are experiencing today in the sense of increasing opposition from the culture, 
increasing or escalating hostility for our faith, simply to articulate our gospel is seen as 
offensive, to talk to people about their need for eternity to make known what God has 
said in his word, just to introduce that into the public sphere is seen as violence by our 
culture. Speak of hate crimes and thought crimes. And so we are in a situation much like 
the recipients of this letter in the first century. They were experiencing escalating cultural
hostility, increasing social opposition to the gospel and Peter's great concern was how can
he prepare them, how can he help them to bear up in times of increasing affliction and 
persecution. 

His message, as we saw last time, really the purpose of his letter is given at the end of the
book in 1 Peter 5:12 where he says, "I've been speaking to you briefly about the true 
grace of God. Stand firm in it." He wants them to stand firm. He wants them to be 
faithful. That's the purpose of the whole letter, and so we noted that it's instructive where 
he begins. If that's his purpose, where does Peter start? And we see where he starts in 
verses 3 to 9 because right after the introduction of just the greeting of verses 1 and 2, he 
jumps into the content of the letter and where he starts is this exhortation to thankfulness. 
He says, "Blessed be the God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ," and he recounts seven
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magnificent blessings that we have received in Christ from verse 3 to verse 9. He 
enumerates these seven majestic blessings and calls us to recognize the extraordinary 
gifts that we've been given by God. These blessings call for gratitude. These blessings are
presented and held up before our eyes so that we might recognize, we might meditate and
reflect on the wonder of what God has done for us in Christ, and therefore we might 
overflow with gratitude and thanksgiving and we might have joy and we might be 
strengthened for faithfulness no matter what we encounter. 

So these seven glorious gifts, listen for them as we read verses 3 to 9 of 1 Peter 1. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 
to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance 
which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for
a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly 
rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more 
precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be 
found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ; 8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though 
you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy 
inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith 
the salvation of your souls. 

Let's go to the Lord in prayer.

Our Father, as we come this morning again to Your word, we give You thanks for the 
fact that You have spoken to us on the pages of Scripture, that You have inspired a 
perfect word, that You've given us a word which imparts spiritual life, it calls life out of 
death, it speaks light into darkness, and when Your Spirit uses it, it accomplishes all 
manner of wonderful purposes and blessings. We pray that this morning that Your Holy 
Spirit would help us to see and understand wonderful things in Your law. We pray that 
truly the eyes of our hearts might be enlightened to know what is the hope of our calling. 
Help us, O Lord. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

So the stabilizing power of thankfulness. Peter records seven blessings. We looked at the 
first three last week that we have received from God. If you are in Christ, if you have 
placed your faith in Jesus, if you have repented of your sins, you're trusting in Jesus 
alone, Peter says you have received already great mercy from God the Father. That was 
our first blessing. You have received a new birth. You have been caused to be born again.
A new life has come into you spiritually. We were dead and now we are alive. We were 
blind and now we see. So great mercy, the new birth, and then to a living hope. We have 
a hope that is alive. Confident expectation of good to come in the future and certainty that
we will have it through Jesus Christ. Those were the first three we looked at last week 
and this morning we're going to look at blessings 4 and 5 which incidentally are in verses 
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4 and 5 of this first chapter. So we're looking at two main points this morning, two more 
blessings that we receive about which we should intentionally reflect on and carefully 
thank God for and rejoice in.

So what's the next blessing that we have received? The first point today which is 4 in the 
overall outline but we're going to just go with number 1 here: you have received an 
eternal inheritance in heaven. If you are in Jesus Christ, you have received already an 
eternal inheritance in heaven. Now you haven't yet experienced the fullness of that, no, 
but it is already in heaven reserved for you and Peter wants us to think about this. An 
inheritance, that's an important word in Scripture. Actually over 225 times in the Old 
Testament this word "inheritance" is talked about and is spoken of about the inheritance 
of Canaan, the inheritance that each family had within the land, their portion of Canaan 
was the family's inheritance, and so Peter drawing on that Old Testament imagery says to
this mixed group of Gentiles and Jews to whom he writes, mostly Gentile believers, "Do 
you understand what is yours right now? If you understood this, if you were thanking 
God for this, you would have so much joy, you would greatly rejoice in the reality of 
what God has already done." God has given you an inheritance, that is, property or 
possession received through familial connection. You have been born again into a new 
family. You have a new father and therefore you have inheritance. You have real 
possessions, true property in heaven. 

These aren't, you know, just thoughts. This is reality. You have a literal possession, a 
literal inheritance. It's actually physical as well as spiritual. Heaven is not simply 
disembodied spirits. That's not the future. Right now that's what believers that have gone 
on ahead, they're disembodied spirits in this meantime between the first coming of Jesus 
and the second coming, but after the second coming of Jesus the heaven and earth that 
awaits us we will have physical bodies and we will dwell in a physical heavenly new 
creation. Heaven and earth become one, the new heavens and the new earth, and he's 
saying that you need to focus, you and I need to focus on the reality of that inheritance 
that awaits us, the portion, the allotment that awaits you as a believer.

I want to consider this first point, an eternal inheritance in heaven, this blessing that 
we've received, three subpoints to help us really unpack this. So 1A. What is it about our 
eternal inheritance in heaven, three aspects of this eternal inheritance that we need to see. 
The first subpoint: the call of your inheritance. The call of your inheritance. Peter is 
exhorting his readers to be mindful of their inheritance, to be thankful for it, to take joy in
it. The call is to cultivate your heart to anticipate heaven. The call is to work at 
transforming your affections so that you are now longing for heaven. This is what he says
is key to making us stable and strong in the present.

To cultivate your heart, it's not something that happens naturally. It's something that 
Scriptures exhort us to and Peter is exhorting us to do this in this passage. In fact, you see
it in a number of places. I want to show you this call to cultivate a heart for heaven. You 
know, it's been said, you may have heard the saying about somebody, "He's so heavenly 
minded he's no earthly good." Have you heard that saying? You know, "He's so heavenly 
minded he's no earthly good." Now it's true that somebody can be detached from reality 
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enough that they're not any good but it's impossible biblically to be too heavenly minded. 
In fact, the more truly heavenly minded you are the more earthly good you will do. The 
reason we do so little earthly good is because we are not heavenly minded and you see 
this because this is the exhortation throughout the New Testament.

Turn with me back a few books toward the front of your Bible past Hebrews and 
Thessalonians to Colossians, right after Philippians, before Thessalonians. Colossians 
3:1-4. I want to show you how the Scriptures exhort us to be heavenly minded. 
Colossians 3:1, "Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the 
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the 
things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with Him in glory." Now he's going to go on and say basically how to put off 
sin. He's going to say, "Listen, essentially if you're more heavenly minded you will have 
victory over sin."

Now let's turn back a book to the front of your Bible, Philippians 3, and we're going to 
see Paul again exhorting Christians to set their minds on heaven. In fact, in verses 18 and 
19 of chapter 3, Philippians 3, he's talking about false brothers, false apostles, false 
teachers, who claim to be followers of Jesus but are really enemies of the cross of Christ. 
Verse 19, "whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite," or their bellies, "and 
whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things." These are 
unbelievers. They set their mind on earthly things. But he says, "Listen, Christians, I'm 
calling you to something different." Verse 20, "For our citizenship is in heaven, from 
which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the 
body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of 
the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself." He says, "Listen," in a sense,
I read one commentator who said this: Paul appeals to the Philippians' patriotism, not 
their patriotism as citizens of Philippi but their patriotism as citizens of heaven. You are a
citizen of heaven. You belong in heaven. You're waiting for a Savior who will transform 
the body of your humble state into conformity with his own. Here you begin to see the 
physical nature of that inheritance that awaits us. Our bodies will be transformed. The 
humble estate of our bodies now, decaying, wasting away, will be transformed into the 
fullness of what God made humanity to be and he's saying, "Think on this. Realize this. 
This is your true identity. Your citizenship is not in the United States, it is in heaven,  
ultimate citizenship is in heaven."

Turn over to Ephesians 1, the book right before Philippians. Ephesians 1. I mentioned 
this last week, the same words that Peter uses in 1 Peter 1:3 are identical to what Paul 
says in Ephesians 1:3. Look at that, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ." 
That first clause, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ," is exactly 
what Peter says and then he talks about, "who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing." That's exactly what Peter does in 1 Peter 1, and as he goes on through this he 
also brings up our inheritance.
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Look at verse 11. One of the blessings that he recounts for us, Paul does in Ephesians, is 
seen in verse 11, "also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will." Verse 14 
after he talks about the Holy Spirit of promise who has been given to us in verse 13, he 
says, "who is given," in verse 14, "as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 
redemption of God's own possession." He says, "Look at your inheritance. You have an 
inheritance." In fact, in chapter 2, he encourages the Ephesians to understand that they 
not only have citizenship in heaven but they're seated in the heavenly places. This is 
amazing. In chapter 2, verse 4, he says, "God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, 
and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come 
He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus." 

You see, the apostles know that for believers to be faithful they must be heavenly 
minded. They must know what is theirs in Christ; that which is really true of you if you 
belong to Jesus is that you are a citizen of heaven, you have an inheritance in heaven, and
this makes all the difference. In fact, 2 Corinthians 4, you make a note of this, 16 to 18, 
Romans 8:18, I'll just kind of summarize what it says in those verses. Basically the same 
idea, it's the power, the sustaining power of seeing the eternal inheritance that awaits you.
In 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 Paul basically says our outer man is wasting away but our inner 
man is being renewed, and we are looking not at the things which are seen but the things 
which are unseen. The things which are seen are temporal, and as we suffer we are 
sustained by the fact that we're looking ahead to heaven and he says our momentary light 
affliction. I love this. And when you look at Paul in context, all the suffering he talks 
about in 2 Corinthians that he went through, I mean, it's amazing. Beaten time and time 
again. Beaten with rods. Beaten with the lash. I mean, shipwrecked, persecuted, stoned, 
left for dead. Over and over he was persecuted and he says these momentary light 
afflictions. How is that he can say they are momentary and light? They're momentary, I 
mean, this life, 30+ years of suffering that he went through is momentary when you put it
against the backdrop of eternity. It's just a tiny increment of time. Light afflictions. They 
were heavy afflictions but it's light when you compare it and he says, "For these 
momentary light afflictions when compared with the weight of glory, they're far exceeded
by the weight of glory which shall be ours in Christ." The weight of the glory that we 
receive. The weightiness of our inheritance.

Paul does the same thing in Romans 8:18 when he begins to talk about suffering. He says 
the sufferings of this present age are not worthy to be compared with the glory to be 
revealed in us. If we could see the glory we would know that the suffering of this present 
age is not even worthy to be talked about or thought about. Now, understand, we live real
life, we live in the here and now and we are going to experience, as Peter says in the 
passage that we're going back to in just a moment, we experience trials and these do 
weigh us down but the way that we overcome is by putting them in context against the 
backdrop of eternity and setting our eyes on where we are going it gives perspective. It 
transforms our experience of it so that that which is heavy and seems... I mean, you think 
about when you're suffering, when you are really suffering, doesn't it seem like time just 
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slows down? When you're really in agonizing pain it's amazing. I was talking with 
someone who had this, I'm not going to be able to recount the experience but basically 
she got her finger caught and it was smashed to the point of actually it was in a garage 
door for like 20 minutes, smashed in and she couldn't get out her phone. She was trying 
to get her phone with her other hand to call. Anyway long story short, the police got 
there, they got her out of that and she went to the emergency room and it's going to be 
okay though she's losing her fingernail but, I mean, think about it, it was 25 or 30 minutes
of agony. She's telling me this story and I have that, you know, when somebody gets hurt,
you see an injury on tv, a ballgame or something, you see them, I can feel the pain 
almost. Do you have, some of you may be like that, it's like, "Oh no!" I'm hearing this 
story and I'm just wincing. I'm trying to control myself thinking about what the pain must
have been like, 25 minutes. That is a long time to be in pain.

But whenever you're in agony, when you are in the agony of a disease or in the agony of 
a broken relationship, the pain it cuts to the very center of your being that can be so 
oppressive, feels like it lasts forever. "When is this going to end? I can't take it anymore."
God says if we cultivate a heart that sees our eternal reward rightly, it will help us to see 
this is momentary and light and we will have joy even in the midst of it because what 
God does is as you cultivate a heart that looks at heaven, it has a way of coming into the 
present suffering and buoying your heart lifting you up so that as Paul says in 2 
Corinthians 4, that passage, though our outer man is wasting away, our inner man is 
being renewed day by day for this momentary light affliction is producing for us a weight
of eternal glory far beyond.

So the Scriptures call us to reflect on our inheritance. That's the call of your inheritance. 
You are called to cultivate a heart that is set more and more on heaven and so you take 
where Scripture talks about heaven, spend time there, think about it, pray for it, ask God 
to give you a heart for heaven, and as you do watch as the Lord allows you to then let go 
of the things of this earth. Secondly, the second subpoint, though, and we're talking about
our eternal inheritance in heaven which we have received, first subpoint, 1A was the call 
of your inheritance, the second subpoint the character of your inheritance. Back to 1 Peter
1, he uses three adjectives to describe our inheritance. Three adjectives in verse 4: 
imperishable, undefiled, and will not fade away. I'm reading the New American Standard:
imperishable, undefiled, and will not fade away. These are in the Greek they are three 
words that are essentially alpha privatives. An alpha privative is basically putting an 
alpha or an "a" on the front of a word which then negates the meaning of the word, like 
the word "moral," if you put an "a" on the front of it, "amoral," without morality. If you 
put an "a" on the front of the word "theist," theist is a person who believes in God, what 
is an "atheist"? A person who does not believe in God; he believes there is no God. 
Agnostic. "Gnosis" means "knowledge." To put an "a" in front of it means there is no 
knowledge; you can't know; you're agnostic. Arrhythmia, a heart condition. Arrhythmia 
means you don't have the right rhythm of your heart. Apathy, instead of feeling what you 
should feel you're apathetic, you have no feeling.

Well, this is what he does here. These three words are alpha privatives, that is, basically 
he brings up a concept and says, "not this." He puts this concept before you and says, 
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"No, it's not that." And another one, "No, it's not that." And another one, "No, it's not 
that." And I point this out to show you that think about it, you can say some of the same 
things without using negative terminology. Instead of saying imperishable you could say 
eternal. It's a positive statement. Instead of saying undefiled you could say pure. Instead 
of saying unfading or will not fade away you could say, you know, I'm trying to keep 
coming up with words that....anyway you could say something else. This is what makes 
me long for heaven, the brain doesn't work like it used to.

Now why do you use an alpha privative? Why do you say it this way? Because you want 
to help someone think about the concept by putting the backdrop is what it's not. You see,
rather than just saying eternal instead of imperishable he wants you to think about how 
everything here perishes and now the inheritance in heaven does not perish. He wants 
you to think about how everything here becomes defiled or is defilable but the inheritance
in heaven is not defilable. He wants you to think about how everything here is fading but 
the inheritance in heaven is unfading. It will not fade away. So he puts the backdrop so 
that you can see the glory. It's like putting a black cloth, a jeweler puts a black cloth to 
display his most precious diamonds and against that black backdrop the brilliant stone 
shines. 

So he's doing the same thing, Peter is doing the same thing here. The character of your 
inheritance is seen that against all that perishes in this world it is imperishable. I mean, 
look at how everything here is subject to deterioration and decay but in heaven nothing. 
Your inheritance in heaven is not subject to deterioration or decay. It is not able to be 
worn out. It cannot waste away. It cannot be corrupted or consumed. That's what the idea 
of imperishable means. You think about the very best things we have here, they break 
down. Our minds don't work like they used to. Our bodies are breaking down. You know,
that's life in a fallen world. That's one of my favorite sayings, this is life in a fallen world.
My kids have heard that for so many years. They actually say it now themselves. You 
know, that's just life in a fallen world. Something bad happens, a car breaks down, that's 
life in a fallen world. It works everywhere because it's always life in a fallen world, right?
You've got to fix your roof. Your roof starts leaking, what is that? That's life in a fallen 
world. "It seems like we just put that roof on. Man, it looked so nice when they put it on. 
I remember when we put it on." How many years ago was that? It was only five years 
ago? No, it was probably 15 or 20. As you get older time goes faster. But your roof 
breaks down. Your air conditioner breaks. It just can't go on. Wasn't that well-made? And
things nowadays are like even more, things are more disposable than ever, aren't they? 
They used to make things to last, now they make things to be replaced. It's part of the 
racket but even when it wasn't part of the racket it still happened. It just was longer time. 
I mean, you used to buy a tv and you took it to get it fixed if you had a problem. People 
would laugh at you now. "What are you doing bringing the tv?" You go buy a new one. 
It's easier to buy a new one than to fix it, right? But that's part of what it is in this world. 
Everything that is alive is perishing. Everything in this world is winding down. It's going 
from bad to worse. Not so in heaven. Completely the opposite is true.

The second adjective, undefiled. This speaks of the spiritual and moral character of 
anything. That which is defiled is no longer fit for holy purposes. That which is defiled is 
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no longer fit for God and he's saying there's a sense in which everything in this world 
even at its best is easily defiled, made where it's unfit for God, and in heaven nothing will
be defiled. I mean, think about this, this is really something to think about because you 
think about how when you enjoy the best things in this life, how small a thing it is to go 
from doing something wonderful that is beautiful and noble and how fine is the line that 
you cross over into sin. How easy it is to fall into sin. Think about Thanksgiving. If we 
wanted to have, you know, a real call to the altar everyone who did not commit the sin of 
gluttony stay in your seat, everyone else come forward. You think about how wonderful 
it is to put that, you know, your favorite Thanksgiving food in your mouth and, man, 
that's just so awesome. Wow. But if we were doing it rightly, we'd be worshiping God in 
it and we'd savor the food and we wouldn't overeat, but how quickly it goes into sin, how 
quickly a moment where you're having a wonderful time, you know, really a conversation
that there seems to be real connection happening and just a couple minutes later there's a 
sinful argument going on. How did that happen? Sin. It's everywhere. Evil is everywhere.
It's even in us and so nothing is undefiled. In heaven there will be a freedom to enjoy all 
of the blessings of God with no fear. You cannot cross a boundary. You will not want to 
eat too much. You will always do it and you will be able to enjoy it in his presence, 
communing with him the whole time in a way that is beyond our ability to conceive. 

It is truly will be your inheritance is undefilable and it will not fade away. This is the idea
of aesthetic beauty. The first word was about kind of the physical make-up, imperishable.
The second word, undefiled, about the spiritual moral character or our inheritance. 
Thirdly, about the aesthetic quality of our inheritance. Will not fade away. This is 
speaking of the beauty. It's a word spoken of a flower fades. Think about that. I mean, 
isn't it amazing, you know, when you buy flowers for your wife or your mother or your 
daughter, you buy flowers and they really look good sometimes, like, man, this is just, 
these roses are perfect. Have you had that? I mean, like this rose is like it's just right 
there. Some of you may not but I happened to notice that last year one time, we had a 
rose and I'm like, "That rose, that is an all-star right there." I called it out. My daughter 
was, anyway, taken aback that I was noticing that because I don't notice so much. But I 
was noticing that. But you know, a day later it didn't look so great. It still looked good. 
You know, a week later we threw it in the garbage and it was ugly. 

That's what's true of this world. The beauty is fading. Think about the brilliance of 
autumn and fall and, you know, you're driving around and you think, "Hey, I think we're 
at peak now." Not now. We were a few weeks ago, right? The brilliance of the autumn 
colors, how God has made the trees so that as they lose their chlorophyll heading toward 
winter the true color of the leaves comes out. This is actually the essential quality of the 
leaves is now being made known. That's really a yellow tree or a red tree. It's not a green 
tree. It's only green because chlorophyll overtakes the red and the yellow and makes 
everything green. But the beauty of it as God has ordained it and ordered it, the beauty of 
that but yet how quickly it fades. Brilliant yellow becomes brown and falls away. Not so 
in heaven. In heaven the beauty will actually only intensify, never diminish. Everything 
that is beautiful will only get more beautiful, more lovely. How do we have the capacity 
to experience that? God is going to make us able. There's no mundaneness, nothing 
boring in heaven. It is going to be joy upon joy. It's going to be we're going to be working
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because we're going to be ruling over things, we're going to be accomplishing things, 
we're going to be eating together, we're going to be drinking together, we're going to be 
loving one another, we're going to be relating to one another and everything is going to 
get better. 

It will be truly imperishable, undefiled and unfading. Peter says think on these things. 
When you look at the world that you see not only are we seeing just even the beautiful 
things fading, we're seeing as sin corrupts and sin perverts and distorts evil, what it does, 
it squeezes the life and beauty out of everything around us. We see it happening to 
people, don't we, as they give themselves to sin and they listen to the lies of the devil. 
The beauty that's in them is even twisted and how God is calling us to make known the 
gospel so that they can come to know Jesus and begin to be restored so that as their outer 
man is decaying their inner man is renewed. The character of your inheritance.

So the call of your inheritance, the character of your inheritance, and finally the certainty 
of your inheritance, 1C. He says an inheritance imperishable, undefiled, will not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you. It is reserved, that is, it's being watched, it's being 
attended to, it's being guarded, it's being preserved. The words used sometimes in the 
New Testament speak of guarding a prisoner, this word reserved is the New American 
Standard that I'm reading. 

It's reserved for you. It's not just general. It's not general admission, just find your seat. 
No, there's a place for you. There is an inheritance for you. God has earmarked it for you.
Jesus said to his disciples, "I go to prepare a place for you." So think on these things. 
How can it be that my God would do this for me? Yet this is what Peter is saying you 
must know. You have an eternal inheritance. Reflect on it. Every time you find the world 
perishing, every time you find the world being defiled, every time you find the world 
fading set your eyes on heaven. Ask God to fill your heart with the joy of heaven.

So you have received an eternal inheritance, that was our first point, but he says you've 
also received or you are receiving, let me say this, point number 2, not you have received 
but you are receiving ongoing protection on earth. You have received an eternal 
inheritance in heaven, that was our first point, now you are receiving ongoing protection 
on earth. Look what he says in verse 5, "who are protected by the power of God through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time." 

It's interesting, there's these words that Paul uses in verse 4, reserved is a word which 
means to guard, and then in verse 5 he uses another word, a synonym which means to 
guard again. It could have been translated "guard" in both places. In fact, some 
translations you'll see there's a movement around there but the New American Standard 
says in verse 5, "who are protected by the power of God." The NIV translates this verse, 
"who through faith are shielded by God's power." Shielded. Are shielded. The ESV 
translates it, "who by God's power are being guarded." I say it's a synonym, they both 
mean guard, but this word in verse 5 has some overtones that make it a little stronger 
word and that's why you see the translation be slightly different. Verse 4, that which is 
reserved now is protected, verse 5 in the New American Standard. 
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So the idea of this word, this word translated "protected" in the NASB is to protect by a 
military guard. It has military overtones. It's used often in the context of military garrison.
Though the word is not used in Acts 23, it's only used one other time in the New 
Testament, 2 Corinthians 11:32, it's used about Paul, and it's also used here in 1 Peter, but
the idea of being protected by a garrison. There's an illustration from Paul's life that 
though the word is not used I think the concept is. You remember in Acts 23 Paul is 
arrested by the Romans in the temple. This hullabaloo breaks out in the temple because 
people are accusing Paul of having not been purified when he came into the temple and 
bringing Gentiles in the temple which he's not done, and they begin to raise a ruckus and 
a mob is ready to attack him and Roman soldiers come in and intervene and protect him, 
and basically Paul ends up appealing to them to arrest him. They arrest him because he's 
made this ruckus and they're going to send him to Felix the governor in Caesarea. Paul 
finds out as he's in prison waiting to be shipped to Caesarea that the Jews have a secret 
plot, 40 men have sworn on oath they will not eat or drink until they kill the Apostle Paul.
They're not going to eat or drink and they know that he's going to be taken down to 
Caesarea by Roman soldiers and so they put this plot together. Well, the Roman 
centurion is told of the plot and so he takes the precaution of asking for 200 Roman 
soldiers, 200 Roman spear men, and 70 horsemen, 470 Roman military personnel take 
Paul from Jerusalem to Caesarea. This is the idea of what God is saying. You are guarded
like that. You have the military escort. You have way better than the President has, the 
Secret Service. You are protected by the power of God and the power of God is a 
garrison about you.

Three subpoints here too just to help us continue to unpack this. Your ongoing protection 
that you are receiving on earth is, first of all, continual. This is 2A, it's continual. The 
Greek verb here translated "are being protected" or "are protected" in the NASB is 
actually a Greek present which means continual action. The present tense in Greek is not 
so much about time. It is time but it's mainly about the kind of action and the kind of 
action is ongoing continual action. So really the ESV gets it right when they say, "are 
being guarded." Not just are guarded or are protected, are being guarded. It's an ongoing 
process. It's a continual process. God is continually constantly guarding you by his 
power. There's not a moment when it's not happening.

The second subpoint, it's comprehensive. It's not just continual it's comprehensive. It's 
comprehensive in scope and it's comprehensive in duration. So 2B has a 1 and a 2. 2B is 
comprehensive. Your protection is comprehensive in scope and it's comprehensive in 
duration. It's comprehensive in scope. It's interesting this word I mentioned, garrison or 
guarded by a military guard, is used in 2 Corinthians 11:32 of the Apostle Paul as he talks
about an experience in his life when he had been preaching the gospel in Damascus or 
after he had been saved and it was learned about, then the people of Damascus, the Jews 
there raised a ruckus and the governor of Damascus set a guard, some of the translations 
say guarded with a garrison, the King James, the New King James, the city. But this time 
they were guarding the city to not let Paul out. He was a wanted man and so they put 
guards at all the gates so that he would not get out. 
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Now what this means is this word actually can mean both. It can mean guarded from 
attack and it can mean guarded from escape. Do you get that, the two-directional nature 
of this? It means to be guarded from attack from the outside and guarded from escape 
from the inside. Basically the idea is God's power guards you from every demonic force, 
every spiritual reality that would oppose you. You are guarded by the power of God. You
are garrisoned but also you are protected from your own fickle heart. If you want to 
escape God is guarding you from that. He's protecting you from the enemies without and 
from the enemy within. Such is the nature of this ongoing continual comprehensive 
protection. Jesus said, "I will never leave you. No, I will never forsake you. The one who 
comes to Me, no one will snatch them from My hand." 

Even if we want to get out he won't let us and he says this through faith. You're guarded. 
This is important to see this in verse 5, you "are protected by the power of God through 
faith." We are called even in the times where we feel afraid and we feel like we might 
fall, we feel like we might be overcome by spiritual enemies, we're called to believe in 
the promise of God, to rest in God, to put no trust in ourselves but to put all of our hope 
in Christ. That's what faith is. Faith is an empty outstretched hand receiving from God 
what only God can give. Faith brings nothing. It receives. It trusts. He's saying this is 
how we are to live, we are to live by faith, but I love this because I think what he's saying
when he puts this together, "who are protected by the power of God through faith," faith 
is an instrumental means but, listen, I think what he's telling you is that his power 
actually empowers your faith. The way that his power keeps you clinging to Jesus is it 
emboldens and strengthens your faith. It helps you lay hold of the blessings of Christ. He 
strengthens your hand to lay hold. You feel like you're going to fall away but he will hold
you and you keep trusting and knowing that he's holding you then does cause you to be 
stronger in faith. He will hold me fast. He will hold me fast. Even when we're weak when
we can't hold on, he holds us.

It's comprehensive, it protects us from the outside, it protects us from the inside and, 
finally, it's capable. It's continual, comprehensive and capable. After all, we are protected 
by the power of God. If you are protected by the power of God, what do you need to 
fear? The same power that created the universe protects you, guards you. If God is for us 
who is against us? Peter is saying, "Listen, if you understand that this life is nothing 
compared to the inheritance that you have waiting for you, that everything that is good 
about this life is only magnified and beautified and glorified in eternity." Heaven is not 
some silliness with people on clouds playing harps. Heaven is real life. It's heaven and 
earth come together and we are doing tasks, we are doing his work, we are living to the 
full in a way that we never imagined was possible. The faintest glimpses of joy here, I 
mean, the most wonderful experiences of joy here are faint glimpses of what heaven will 
be like, everything taken to another level beyond our ability to imagine.

He says, "Think on these things. Rejoice in that. That is your inheritance because of what 
Christ has done for you." And not only has he reserved – think about this, this picture – 
he's got your inheritance, it's earmarked, it's got your name on it, it's in heaven and then 
he's got his hand on you and he's going to hold you until he brings you through whatever 
you encounter, no matter what you encounter, no matter how it seems that all hell is 
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breaking lose in your life. It doesn't matter because you are held by the power of God and
he will bring you all the way home. He has promised it and his promises never fail. So if 
we know that and we think on that and we let our hearts be saturated with that, we will be
faithful, we will be strong. 

How often do you think about heaven? It's so easy to be distracted from it, isn't it? God is
calling you and me if you belong to Jesus to set your mind on the things above, take pains
with these things, be absorbed in it, and his word will continue to transform your 
affections. His word will make heaven your home more and more and more so that you 
will be as you walk with the Lord more, more and more, more and more in a wonderful 
way out of place in this world, set free and more and more anticipating your 
homecoming. That's the glory of what Jesus Christ has done.

Let's go to him in prayer.

Our Lord and Savior Jesus, we stand in awe of the great work that You have done for us, 
that You can take sinners who are dead in trespasses and sins and You can make us alive
together with You because of Your death and Your resurrection so that we're now seated 
with You in heavenly places, spiritually somehow we're already there though we can't see
it, all we see around us is this world that is decaying and defiled. Yet Lord, give us more 
and more faith. Help us to see the things that are unseen for the things which are seen 
are temporal but the things which are unseen are eternal. Let us see what is really true. 
Make Your word alive in our hearts and our minds and make us able to understand and 
to grasp these things more, and to speak of them more with each other and exhort one 
another and encourage one another with these things so that we might, Lord, be more 
obedient, loving, joyful children, that we might be more faithful, and that we might be 
more effective for Your kingdom. And we pray that You'll use us in our increasing joy to 
bring many more people into Your kingdom. And we pray this, Lord, in Jesus' name. 
Amen.
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