
Seeing the Glory of God - John 11:33-44 11-28-21
As we come into this next phase of this narrative we see Jesus going from indignation to 

indignation again. First as Jesus saw how Mary was weeping and how the Jews were weeping 
Jesus expressed an indignation. Then moving to doing something about it He came to see where 
they had laid Lazarus. And there He stopped. Have you ever been in a situation where you just 
stop in your tracks for some reason and you’re in a kind of shock? Now, we know that Jesus is 
fully God by nature, totally divine in His being, so He knows what He will do with Lazarus and 
He even knows where they had laid Him. He is not surprised by any of it. And we know that 
Jesus is fully human in nature at the same time where His weeping produced actual tears and His 
indignation and agitation produced actual human emotion that was stirred within Him. So here 
we see Him coming to see where they had laid Lazarus and upon seeing it Jesus stops and weeps. 
Then being deeply moved again, having indignation again, He goes further to the tomb. As we 
talked about last week this looks like this indignation was really targeted at sin and its effects. 
Jesus has a perfect, righteous, and pure hatred for sin. The payment for sin is death, so Jesus in 
His hatred for sin came to die for sin and be the resurrection and the life. So this hatred for sin is 
driving Him to do something about it and in this specific situation it is one piece within the will 
of God toward redeeming sinners. This was a precursor to His own death and resurrection, but 
this situation even more so was to showcase that Jesus was the Messiah and that He alone has the 
power to raise the dead to life physically, which was to point to the spiritual life that He brings. 
So Jesus’s action to do something about this situation opens up the whole reason for Lazarus’s 
death. Look back at what verse 4 said. Jesus says, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for 
the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” So today we are going to 
look at seeing the glory of God in His sovereign power to bring new life.

Before we get into that I want to mention a note on what was beginning to happen during 
this time historically. As John the Baptist came onto the scene, as Jesus came onto the scene 
more and more and with His disciples activities with Him, and with the actions that came from 
people Jesus changed there was quite the disruption happening within the society of that time. 
During this time the leaders were fine with you if you didn’t cause any trouble. You would keep 
your privileges as long as you kept quiet, didn’t question or confront the authorities, and minded 
your own business. We saw this being the issue with the blind man’s parents in John 9. They 
wanted to keep their comfortability and privileges within the church and society itself, so they 
kept quiet. But along came Jesus and His followers. The more they were clear on truth and the 
more they were public with the life of Christ and the kingdom realities that came from Him, as 
He is Lord, they started to cause quite a stir. This is the nature of living faith, because with its 
truth it is against any man-made religion and because of its way of life it is against any 
humanistic society. So this will inevitably stir the pot and cause trouble. Wherever Jesus or His 
truth went it caused a ruckus. And here it is leading up to the pinnacle of that just before Jesus 
would soon be arrested. In this activity of Jesus He was doing something about sin from His 
hatred of it. And this will get under the skin of those who are against Him. Man thinks he has a 
kingdom on this earth, but he doesn’t. And when the true King comes He disrupts the status quo.

How does this go along with Christianity today? Does this nature of the kingdom 
represent what Christianity looks like today? We are told to just mind our business, to not 
question or confront anyone or anything, and to keep quiet or else we will lose our place in 
society. Many do what they are told. For those who shrink back they are in danger of denying 



Christ before man, seeking the approval of man more than God. The more we shrink back it is 
inevitable, if we continue, that we will deny Christ. Many people and organizations have already 
done this. True Christianity in belief and behavior will cause a ruckus, because we follow our 
King. It is not as though the people of God look to cause trouble. Jesus came to fulfill His 
Father’s will and the rest of the world didn’t like that. And He did it, because He hated sin and 
He was gracious in His desire and work to redeem a people for Himself. And as He drove to 
accomplish that He would bring glory to Himself, like here with Lazarus. And out of that 
redemption, new life within His kingdom is real and evident. So we see the glory of God in His 
sovereign power to bring new life addressed in this passage and that’s what our outline will be 
today. First we will look at 1) Sovereign, then 2) Power, then 3) New Life, and then 4) Seeing the 
glory of God. 

First, God is sovereign in this whole situation, leading into it, during it, and what would 
be the outcome of it. This was all planned beforehand. None of the variables within this situation 
would change the course of it. Nor was the outcome of any of it dependent upon if someone 
would do something or not. Back at the outset this was plainly brought out, but when we get 
down to verse 40 we could start to veer off and think that the outcome of this situation was based 
on whether Martha believed or not. Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God?” But if we think through that we should come to quickly discard 
that idea. We should discard it, because Martha hasn’t had a very stable faith through this 
situation. And here what Jesus says is on the coat-tails of her struggling to see again when she 
says, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 

What’s happening here is that she is focused on the wrong thing. She is wavering again 
momentarily, because she is focused on the problem and not the problem Fixer. She is focused on 
the flesh and not the Messiah. What seems impossible, which is where she is going right now 
with her statement, it isn’t impossible with God. She thinks Lazarus is too far dead for anything 
to happen. 

There’s two issues that come out of this that we need to be aware of, 1) people believe 
that God’s actions are based on how much faith we have, based on our actions and 2) we can 
look at people and think they are too far gone for God to save them.

Let’s look at the first one. People believe that God’s actions are based on our actions like 
how much faith we have. In so many ways much of what is called Christianity today thinks that 
God is really a reactionist. He reacts to our will, therefore what He does is dependent upon what 
we do and even how well we do it. In large amounts of belief today God will do a miracle if you 
have enough faith. So if a miracle doesn’t come then you didn’t have enough faith, but if it does 
come then good for you. You were good enough and acted good enough for God to then grant 
that miracle, whatever it may be. So the one that really should get the praise and glory in that is 
you, because your amount of faith was the determining factor in the outcome. This is one 
downfall of the charismatic and Word of Faith movements that have been going on for a while. 
The burden that this places on people is unnecessary and it gives people such a distorted idea of 
who God is and of what He does, how He works. Many have distorted this idea by saying, “If we 
don’t, He won’t” as Jack Hayford said. Or as Richard Foster says, “We are working with God to 
determine the future. Certain things will happen in history if we [act] rightly.”

The second issue is that we can look at people and think they are too far gone for God to 
save them. Similar to how Martha says that Lazarus is too far dead now. There will be an odor. 



No one is outside of God’s grace and we cannot look into the mind and plan of God in who He 
has set apart in Christ in His sovereign election and we cannot know the time in which He has 
chosen to come save anyone. If we had this wrong perspective that some are too far gone then 
wouldn’t Paul have been in that category? I’m sure by many he seemed to be too far gone. He 
was an important part of the Pharisaical structure who hated and killed those that followed 
Christ. He purposefully pursued those people to kill them, yet it was in God’s sovereign plan and 
grace to save Paul. Even the disciples were skeptical of his conversion. St. Augustine was a 
licentious and wretched man who was immersed in deceptive beliefs. God saved him and used 
him mightily. William Perkins, the father of Puritanism, was a drunken and angry man, yet God 
used a mom saying to her child to not be like drunken Perkins and over-hearing this Perkins 
came to see his sin and he came to believe in Christ. He was a vital piece in the reforming of the 
church. There have been many examples of this fact that no one is ever too far gone from our 
vantage point. We don’t know the gracious intentions of God. 

What we do know, what God has clearly revealed in His Word is that His power will save 
anyone He pleases. It was easy for God to save Paul. It was easy for Jesus to raise Lazarus to 
life. Force wasn’t necessary in His actual work of raising Lazarus, but here it is emphasized, so 
that people would understand the power of Christ and to further be attentive to the miracle, 
which was to point to Jesus in two ways. One, it was to show more clearly that Jesus was the 
Messiah. And two, it was to show that through Jesus alone is the resurrection and the life, 
because He alone has the power to accomplish that. With any strength of man mixed in it is 
impossible to bring the newness of life to a dead corpse, which is what we are in our sinful 
nature. The work is all God. 

How this power works is also revealed in His Word very clearly. We see an illustration of 
it here. Through the word of Christ, Jesus Himself calls whom He wants to. What’s interesting 
here is that Jesus specifically calls Lazarus by name. He called him by name, because Lazarus 
was the only one of the dead among him that was supposed to come to life. This is a great picture 
of what Scripture paints clearly, which is that whenever Jesus effectually calls someone to be 
saved, He calls them by name. It is that person that is supposed to be saved. No one else can 
accidentally listen in on that call too and come by happen chance. If the gospel is proclaimed to 
multiple people and more than one come to be saved then Jesus called each one of those people 
by name individually. 

This is His power at work and when His word goes forth then He commands the dead to 
rise. So our words ought to align with Jesus’s words of “come out.” We ought to be calling the 
dead to rise, calling them to come out of their graves, which is obviously not literal. But the 
commands of the gospel to repent and believe is this calling the spiritually dead to rise to 
spiritual life. As you hopefully remember this is the general call that every Christian ought to be 
engaged in where we proclaim the gospel and call everyone to repent and believe. We do this 
without knowing who Jesus will effectually call to Himself through His gospel. We are to tell 
those who are without Christ, according to the evidence of their unbelief that we can see before 
us. We are to tell them to leave death and come to Life, life in Christ. This is a lot of what causes 
quite the stir in society, because in that engagement with the world we proclaim Jesus as Lord, 
the only Lord, and Jesus as Savior, the only Savior. This goes against all the attempts of man to 
be Lord and Savior. And in each generation there are multiple examples of this that Christians 
have to fight against. The very proclamation of the gospel is the very root of the fight. 



Out of that power of Christ as He works to bring the dead to life is that there is new life 
that springs forth. Notice what is said in verse 44, “44 The man who had died came out, his 
hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, and let him go.’” First, Lazarus came out. New life had come and the response to 
the call of Christ to come out was answered. And in that what we must notice then, which 
happens during the moment of salvation, is that, by Jesus’s command as well, Lazarus was 
unbound and set free. What does this give us a picture of? When the new life comes when Jesus 
saves we are set free from the bondage of sin and death. We are given new life and liberty to go 
free. This is the extraordinary, miraculous work of God on the heart, in the heart, and through the 
heart. As a result of this new life we are now able to see when we were blind before, covered by 
the veil of sin and now we are able to do, to walk and to work with our feet and hands. 

This brings this back to the whole reason for Lazarus’s death. It was to display the glory 
of God and to glorify the Son of God through it. So how were these people, especially Martha 
and Mary, how would they see the glory of God? For one, we need to remember how Jesus is 
equating the glory that He would receive with the same glory that the Father would receive. In 
that He is revealing that He is the second person of the Trinity. So the glory of God equals the 
glory of Christ. So in what Jesus says it is His truth that ought to point them further to the reason 
for Lazarus’s death and more fully to the fact that Jesus is the Messiah. Then two, it is the 
miracle itself that would cause people to see the glory of God in Jesus validating that He is God 
in the flesh, the Messiah that was to come. He is the Messiah and the one true Mediator between 
God and man. Jesus was sent by God to be the only one through which resurrection and life can 
come to the walking dead. And further it is not just about who Jesus is, but also about what Jesus 
does. 

The miracle is two-fold in displaying the power of Christ to raise the spiritually dead to 
the newness of life, which shows the reality of sin and the need for Jesus and also it was to 
foreshadow the death and resurrection of Jesus Himself. And when that would happen it would 
reiterate all of the teaching of Christ in its fullness. Speaking of this glory William Henriksen 
says this, “This glory is the radiance of his grace and the majesty of his truth manifested in all his 
works and words, the attributes of deity shining through the veil of his human nature.” This is 
what they were supposed to see regarding the glory of God. We are supposed to see the same, but 
in the context of after the cross, after the Spirit has come in His fullness, and in light of the full 
and final revelation of God about Jesus in Scripture. Then all together we all see the glory of God 
in Christ when the new life lives with the growing evidence that that sinner has been given 
eternal life and is a citizen of the kingdom. We see the glory of God in the fruit of the gospel 
where sinners are saved and now live in the world until their glorification is a reality. In every 
new life the glory of God in Christ ought to be seen. The miracle of the new birth ought to be 
visible. It ought to be visible, because the power that raises the sinner to life and salvation is the 
same power that raised Jesus from the grave and raised Lazarus as well. The true and living God 
is a God who shows His work. It is the work of the Holy Spirit who is the agent that fulfills these 
works, that does them. 

But do we see this evidence in much of what is called Christianity today? Much of the 
lives that claim Christ today don’t resemble Christ and the teaching of Christ. We strive to unite 
while forsaking essential truth. We strive to progress in the world while partnering with the 
world and forsaking fundamental truth. We strive to love while forsaking how we are to love. We 



strive to be just or equitable while forsaking the One who defines what equity is. We strive to 
live while forsaking the food that God has provided. We strive for so many things down a path 
that is away from the path that Jesus walked. And it shows by how we go about our lives today. 
To see the glory of God is to see a sinner come to life and live according to God. And the one 
who sees that sinner live according to God recognizes the person and work of Christ for the 
achievement of that sinner’s new life to bring it to fruition. It’s about the new life and the 
ongoing results of that new life, which brings both glory to God and Jesus. 

That new life that shows the glory of God and brings glory to Him is not bound by death 
anymore. We can walk free, because we have been freed by Christ. The gospel proclaims liberty 
to the captives and the opening of the prison to those who are bound, bound by spiritual death. 
So when new life comes, life comes! Then the course of our life changes. It changes in the 
inward parts where we now see and we see things for what they really are. That’s a sight that 
grows. We now have new desires and loves. And those things grow in conformity with the one 
we love and follow now, Jesus and His will. We now walk differently. How we live in this world 
is represented by growing wisdom and understanding and not foolishness. Though it is never 
perfect, this grows throughout life. It ought to if we are really in Christ. More and more this new 
life is not bound by the ways of sin anymore. More and more it resembles Christ. We diligently 
pursue Christlikeness, because this happens when the Spirit renews us in the likeness of Christ. 

In this new life nothing enslaves us anymore. I am speaking of the reality that we are now 
slaves of Christ. I am not speaking of the war against the flesh though that is ongoing. The reality 
at the start of the new birth is that we are not under the power of anyone or anything when we 
have been unbound and freed by Christ. We need to remember this! This not only speaks to the 
spiritual life of freedom, but also to the physical life of freedom. Before being resurrected to the 
newness of life in Christ we were physically bound up, because of our spiritual death. We were 
physically bound up, but we didn’t see it, because our eyes were covered. We were following the 
passions of the flesh whether it was indulgence, pride, anger, immorality, self-righteousness, or 
any of the other sins that were produced from our heart of stone. Now, if we live in Christ, we 
are free. That is the reality. And then we now can present our lives as living sacrifices. We can 
present our members as slaves of righteousness, which is to do what is right in the eyes of God, 
what is right according to Him. So whatever form the world takes, we are to go the other way on 
paths of righteousness and walk as citizens of the kingdom. We have a King and He is Lord. No 
one else is Lord. So our lives are increasingly ordered in the ways that follow Him. Living 
further and further into the reality that is already set from the new birth, we have been freed 
totally and completely. Then what comes out of that is that this way of life will naturally conflict 
with the way of the world in many different circumstances. 

Part of the conflict is living in the physical and spiritual freedom under the Lordship of 
Christ. How so? The world wants to be lord over us and attack our freedoms that we have that 
are given by our God and our Redeemer. That’s what happens when unbelief increases within 
societies. The conflict continues when we are governed by the laws of our God in that new life 
and the world doesn’t like that. Our standard for living comes from the transcendent God, not 
man. So when the ways of the world contradict the ways of our God then there will be conflict, 
because we obey God rather than man. And those who have new life in Christ can see the glory 
of God in this new living. It is living that is conformed to the image of Christ from the start of 
the resurrection and the life that came from Jesus at the giving of eternal life. We ought to rejoice 



in the conflict and be thankful in the suffering or do we forget what our Lord said, “Blessed are 
those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” It’s not 
that we go searching for conflict, because we take pleasure in it in a self-exultant way. This is 
just the nature of the new life. And the glory of God is seen in the sovereign power of God in that 
new life just like the glory of God is seen in this raising of Lazarus. And through it all the Son of 
God is glorified. Those who don’t believe don’t see this. Those still bound up by sin who are 
experiencing the effects of spiritual death can’t see, therefore they don’t understand. Jesus didn’t 
go searching for conflict, but conflict came as He did the will of His Father. This was the nature 
of His life and Him and His Father were glorified equally through it. Is this something that we 
want, the glory of the Father and Son even if conflict arises? Even when it arises? Because if we 
are only following Jesus where it is comfortable, where there is no conflict, then what does that 
mean for us? 


