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1 Corinthians 2:1-5   
 
1a  And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God.   
 

Acts 22:21  And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. 
 
Acts 18:1  After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;   

 
Acts 18:11  And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among 
them. 

 
1b  And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God.   
 
Neither “excellency of speech or of wisdom” is necessary for the gospel of Jesus Christ to be 
effectual. 
 

Exodus 4:10-12  And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither 
heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow 
tongue.  11  And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, 
or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD?  12  Now therefore go, and I will be with 
thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say. 

 
Jeremiah 1:4-9  Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,  5  Before I formed thee in 
the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained 
thee a prophet unto the nations.  6  Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am 
a child.  7  But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send 
thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.  8  Be not afraid of their faces: for I 
am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD.  9  Then the LORD put forth his hand, and 
touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy 
mouth. 

 
Mark 13:9-11  But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the 
synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my sake, 
for a testimony against them.  10  And the gospel must first be published among all 
nations.  11  But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand 
what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in 
that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 

 
1c  And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God.   
 
“The testimony of God” is the gospel of Jesus Christ witnessed by the Holy Ghost in the scriptures 
and in the saints. 
 

1 John 5:6-11  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water 
only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is 
truth.  7  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost: and these three are one.  8  And there are three that bear witness in earth, the 
Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.  9  If we receive the witness 
of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath 
testified of his Son.  10  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: 
he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of 
his Son.  11  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son. 

 
  



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
11/03/2019 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

2 

 

2a  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.   
 
“Know” may also be translated “tell”. Paul’s education at the feet of Gamaliel and his former 
experience as a Pharisee added nothing to the message he told. 
 
2b  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.   
 
The message told about Jesus the savior. 
 

Matthew 1:21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from their sins. 
 
Romans 9:6-16  Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all 
Israel, which are of Israel:  7  Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all 
children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called.  8  That is, They which are the children of the 
flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the 
seed.  9  For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sara shall have a son.  10  And 
not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac;  11  (For the 
children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;)  12  It was said 
unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.  13  As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau 
have I hated.  14  What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God 
forbid.  15  For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whom I will have compassion.  16  So then it is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

 
The message told about Christ the anointed priest and king. 
 
Priest: 

Psalms 110:4  The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after 
the order of Melchizedek. 

 
Hebrews 7:14-19  For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake 
nothing concerning priesthood.  15  And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of 
Melchisedec there ariseth another priest,  16  Who is made, not after the law of a carnal 
commandment, but after the power of an endless life.  17  For he testifieth, Thou art a priest 
for ever after the order of Melchisedec.  18  For there is verily a disannulling of the 
commandment going before for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof.  19  For the law made 
nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto 
God. 

 
King: 

John 18:36-37  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my 
kingdom not from hence.  37  Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, 
Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the 
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 

 
1 Timothy 6:15-16  Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords;  16  Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light 
which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and 
power everlasting. Amen. 

 
Revelation 19:11-16  And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon 
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.  12  His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man 
knew, but he himself.  13  And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called 
The Word of God.  14  And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean.  (continued)  
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(Revelation 19:11-16 continued) 15  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should 
smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the 
fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.  16  And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name 
written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

 
2c  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.   
 
The message told of the crucifixion and the fulfillment of the plan of salvation. 
 

Matthew 27:22-23  Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called 
Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be crucified.  23  And the governor said, Why, what evil 
hath he done? But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified. 
 
John 19:19-22  And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF 
NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS.  20  This title then read many of the Jews: for the place 
where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and 
Latin.  21  Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but 
that he said, I am King of the Jews.  22  Pilate answered, What I have written I have written. 

 
John 19:30  When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he 
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 

 
3a  And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.   
 
Paul refers often to his infirmities throughout his letters and his enemies found him to be 
unimpressive in person. 
 

2 Corinthians 10:10  For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily 
presence is weak, and his speech contemptible. 

 
But the weakness Paul describes here is not regarding his physical nature. He is comparing his 
works to God’s works. It is his inability compared to God’s ability. 
 

2 Corinthians 12:9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 

 
3b  And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.   
 
Paul was not afraid of men, but the fear (respect) of God was always present as he told the weighty 
and glorious message of the gospel.  
 

Hebrews 12:28-29  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have 
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:  29  For our 
God is a consuming fire. 

 
Matthew Henry: “Observe, None know the fear and trembling of faithful ministers, who are zealous over 
souls with a godly jealousy; and a deep sense of their own weakness is the occasion of this fear and 
trembling. They know how insufficient they are, and are therefore fearful for themselves.” 

 
3c  And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.   
 
As the gospel message is told, the same message works upon the one telling it, bringing a deeper 
awareness of their need for “Jesus Christ, and him crucified”. 
 

Philippians 2:12-13  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling.  13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure. 
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4a  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power:   
 
Speech: private word. Preaching: public proclamation. Paul spoke and preached the message of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ privately and publicly. His life (conversation) was consistent in both areas. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:17  For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with 

wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.   
 
4b  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power:   
 
Paul had compared the wisdom of men to the wisdom of God earlier in the letter. Paul’s speech and 
preaching were with the wisdom of God in the gospel of “Jesus Christ, and him crucified”. 
 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25  18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  19  For it is written, I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent.  20  Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  21  For after that in the wisdom of God the world 
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe.  22  For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:  23  But we preach 
Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;  24  But unto 
them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God.  25  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. 

 
Peter refuted the wisdom of men with his first-hand experience with Jesus Christ and with the Holy 
Ghost, confirming that the understanding of and faith in the gospel message was only possible by 
God’s work, not man’s work. 

 
2 Peter 1:16-21  For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known 
unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty.  17  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a 
voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  18  And 
this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy 
mount.  19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as 
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your 
hearts:  20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation.  21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

 
4c  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power:   
 
Jamieson-Fausset-Brown: “Persuasion is man’s means of moving his fellow man. God’s means is 
demonstration, leaving no doubt, and inspiring implicit faith, by the powerful working of the Spirit 
(then exhibited both outwardly by miracles, and inwardly by working on the heart, now in the latter and the 
more important way only). The same simple power accompanies divine truth now, producing certain 
persuasion and conversion, when the Spirit demonstrates by it.” 

 
5a  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 
 
Paul reveals his goal. Faith firmly founded upon God’s work. 
 

Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
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5b  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 
 
The faith of the saints and their ability to stand in that faith must be based upon God’s provision 
and God’s power. Gospel preaching (and speaking, living, etc.) must draw the focus away from 
men’s wisdom and reveal God’s wisdom in “Jesus Christ, and him crucified”. 
 

Ephesians 6:10-13  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might.  11  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil.  12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.  13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

 
5c  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 
 
The power of God in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

2 Corinthians 13:4  For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the 
power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of 
God toward you. 

 
The power of God in the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. 
 

Galatians 2:20  I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 
The power of God in the preservation of the saints. 
 

1 Peter 1:3-5  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead,  4  To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for you,  5  Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

 


