
Gospel of John Chapter 21B 

 

Today we come to the end of the Gospel of John (Began May 2012) 

 

This Gospel that we have read together over the past 18 months has been the eyewitness account 

of the one who calls himself Beloved Disciple.  

 Inspired by the Holy Spirit John penned this Gospel “So that we may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God and that by believing we may have life in his name.” 

 

John was privileged to walk with the Lord Jesus throughout His 3 ½ year public ministry. 

 When events took place where Jesus could only take a few of his closest disciples, John 

always participated.   

 He was a first hand witness of every healing, every resurrection, he heard every teaching, he 

was there on the mount of Transfiguration when the glory of the Lord was revealed. 

 

John’s Gospel was the last of all the Gospels to be written. No doubt John had read all of the 

others before writing his account. By the inspiration of the Holy Spirit John penned the greatest 

exposition on the deity of Jesus Christ that the world would ever possess.  

 In my introduction to the Gospel of John I shared with you the uniqueness of each of the 4  

Gospels. 

 Matthew speaks of Jesus as the King who came proclaiming the kingdom. He quotes 101 

Old Testament passages and seems to have a Hebrew reader in mind. 

 Mark Speaks of Jesus as God’s servant. He does not record the birth of Jesus because a 

servant’s birth was not recorded. 

 Luke Speaks of Jesus as the Son of Man, (25 times)   focusing on the humanity of Jesus. 

Details of his birth.  Luke wrote with a Greek reader in view. 

 John brings forth the deity of Jesus in a beautiful way. More than any other Gospel John 

shows that Jesus Christ is God incarnate.   

 

John doesn’t open his Gospel with a genealogy, he doesn’t elaborate on birth of Jesus to a virgin 

in Bethlehem; NO John begins with words that are reminiscent of Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning” 

…  In the beginning was the Word” 

 From the very first verse we are confronted with the eternal nature of the Son of God. 

 

Studying through the Gospel of John we have encountered both INDIRECT and DIRECT 

references to the deity of Jesus Christ. 

 Remembering these things can be helpful when the cultists, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Later 

day Saints come knocking at your door. 

 

Indirect References To Deity 

 His eternal nature                                 

 His (position) as creator                  

 His omniscience 

 His ability to give life

 

GLORY: 

http://www.givingananswer.org/articles/deityinjohn.html#indirect


Throughout the Bible, God alone dwells in unapproachable light. His presence among the 

Israelites was manifest in a cloud of glory.  John speaks of Christ’s glory. 

John 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 

of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Calvin: “The Evangelist therefore means, that in Christ was beheld a glory which was worthy of 

the Son of God, and which was a sure proof of his Divinity.” 

 Before going to the cross Jesus prayed that the Father would reinstate him to his former 

glory. 

 

John 17: 5  And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you 

before the world existed. 

 Jesus prays that God would restore him, raise him up to the dignity and honor which he 

possessed jointly with the Father eternally before the creation of the material universe and 

before his incarnation. 

 

                                        John speaks of Jesus as being “ETERNAL” 

John 1: 1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

John portrays Jesus as Creator of all things: 

John 1: 3  All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was 

made. 

IN multiple places John clearly displays the OMNISCIENCE of Jesus: 

John 1:47-51, Nathanael is amazed at Jesus’ personal knowledge of his life. 

John 2:24-25, John tells us that Jesus KNEW ALL men and knew what was in man. 

John 4:17-18, The woman at the well considered Jesus to be a prophet when he revealed that she 

had been married 5 times and the man that she was now living with was not her husband. 

Power to give Life and and the ability to raise the dead: 

John 5: 21  For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to 

whom he will.  

John 6:40  For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in 

him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 

 

Jesus acts with all of the prerogatives of deity: 

 He is the judge of all men 

 He forgives sin 

 He raises the dead. 

 He accepts divine worship 

 

Direct references to the deity of Christ: 

In addition to the indirect claims of Deity, on a number of occasions Jesus directly claimed to be 

God.  

 There is a clear example of this in John 8:58. In this instance, the Jews mocked Him for 

claiming to be greater than Abraham, Jesus replied “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was 

born, I am!’’  

 

This was a direct claim to Divinity.  



 Jesus was referring to the book of Exodus when Moses asked God His name. God 

responded, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me 

to you’” (Ex. 3:14).  

 In essence, Jesus is ascribing the very name of God to Himself. The Jews clearly understood 

what Jesus was saying so they picked up stones to stone him. (John 8:59). 

o Seven times – John utilizes the divine name “I AM” (ego emi) in Jesus 

communication of his identity.  

 

Yet another time Jesus’ life was threatened when he spoke of his deity: 

John 10: 30  “I and the Father are one.” 31  The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 

32  Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of 

them are you going to stone me?” 33  The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we 

are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 

 

Last week as we entered the last chapter of the Gospel of John we found the Lord of all Creation 

standing on the shores of the Galilee directing a large school of fish into the waiting nets of his 

disciples. 

 Again and again John portrays Jesus as the divine one who is the provider of all good things 

for man. 

He is the Creator of all things, the one who provided sustenance for Adam in Gen. 2:16 And the 

LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,” 

 

The same God (Jehovah Jire) who provided manna from heaven and water from a rock for the 

children of Israel. NOW he stands cooking breakfast for his weary disciples. 

 

The same Lord, the object of the Psalmist adoration: Psalm 103: 2  Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

and forget not all his benefits, 3  who forgives all your iniquity,  who heals all your diseases,  4  

who redeems your life from the pit, 

 This same LORD (JEHOVAH) has taken Peter aside to forgive and restore him following 

his cowardly denial on the night that Jesus was betrayed. 

 

Here in John 21 we find yet another inference to the deity of Christ; this one concerns God’s 

unique ability to foretell the future with absolute precision.  

 

The Prophet Isaiah portrays God as one who dwells outside of time, the only one who can 

communicate the future with flawless clarity and perfect accuracy. 

Isaiah 46: 9  remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other;  I am God, 

and there is none like me, 10  declaring the end from the beginning  and from ancient times 

things not yet done,  saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ 

 After restoring Peter to a right relationship Jesus speaks with prophetic clarity about the end 

of  Peter’s Life. 

 

John 21: 18  Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and 

walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 

will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.”  19  (This he said to show by what 

kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 



 What is Jesus predicting?? 

 He is saying that the strength, independence and mobility that Peter enjoyed in his younger 

days will be taken from him.  

 At the end of his life instead of leading he will be led, instead of going where he chooses he 

will be taken where he does not want to go. 

 (D.A. Carson) The phrase “you will stretch out your hands” was understood in the ancient 

world as an idiom for crucifixion.  

 John tells us that Jesus was referring to the kind of death that Peter would die. He also says 

that in this death Peter would glorify God. 

 

Fox’s Book of Martyrs:     “Peter’s final days in Rome are not described in the Scriptures, but 

various traditional accounts have survived. Reportedly he spent horrific months in the infamous 

Mamertine Prison, a place where incarceration was often itself a death sentence. Though 

manacled and mistreated, Peter survived the tortures and apparently communicated the gospel 

effectively to his guards. Eventually he was hauled out of the dungeon, taken to Nero’s Circus, 

and there crucified upside down because Peter did not consider himself worthy to be crucified 

with his head upward like Christ.”   

 

As he aged: Peter came to recognize the principle that whenever Christians follow Christ into 

suffering and death, his suffering is a means of bringing glory to God. 

1 Peter 4: 14  If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests upon you. 

 

Jesus’ final words to Peter were actually reminiscent of his first words: 

19  And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

 Jesus’ initial call to Peter was this, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” 

 SO with these words Jesus fully reinstates Peter as his Disciple, the one who would labor to 

feed the master’s sheep 

 

BUT Peter was not content to simply know his own destiny, he wanted to know God’s plan for 

John. 

 If you smell a bit of sibling rivalry here, you are right. Peter and John often acted like little 

boys vying for their Father’s affection. 

 

John 21:20  Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who 

had been reclining at table close to him and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray 

you?”  21  When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 

 So I am going to face crucifixion, what does the future hold for JOHN? 

 

John 21: 22  Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? 

You follow me!”  23  So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not 

to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain 

until I come, what is that to you?” 

 Apparently Jesus’ statement could actually be interpreted to mean that John could remain 

alive until the coming of the Lord Jesus. (what we know as the second coming)  



 Obviously some of John’s contemporaries were expressing that very fact. BUT John clears it 

up for all who would read… 

Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, 

what is that to you?” 

 John basically says that He could stay alive until the return of Jesus if that was what Jesus 

desired.  

 

In reality, John is pointing to the sovereignty of God in the life of every, individual believer.  

 The glory of God is manifest in a unique way, according to the will of God in every believer.  

Using Peter and John as examples: 

 One will glorify God by yielding his body as a martyr. 

 Another will glorify God by enduring the trials of life and remaining faithful 90+ years. 

 

By the way, John did live to see the second coming of the Lord Jesus  (REVELATION) 

 

APPLICATION: 

Jesus spoke to Peter about the CROSS that HE would bear at the end of his life. (30 YRS) 

 

EACH of US, as disciples of the Lord Jesus is called to pick up our cross and follow him. 

Matthew 16:24  Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 

himself and take up his cross and follow me.  25  For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

 To deny “Self” is to resist, or put to death, the fleshly self-centeredness that is common to all 

men.  

 Believers are to “Take up their cross:” Jesus calls his followers to a complete surrender of 

their will, affections, body, and soul.  

 We are to live differently from the rest of the world. As believers we aren’t consumed with 

personal happiness NOR do we worship the pleasures of this life as if they were the purpose 

for of our existence.  

 Instead, we live in joyful submission to the will of God. With a greater desire to honor him 

than to please ourselves. 

 As believers, we lay aside all of our efforts to justify ourselves and establish our own 

righteousness. Instead we humbly receive the gift of righteousness that comes by faith in 

Jesus.    

 

Peter lived for 30 years with the knowledge that he would eventually face a Roman Cross. BUT 

he trusted in the sovereignty of God and yielded his body and his life as a sacrifice of praise to 

the one who died in his place. 

 

Even in the most difficult times of hardship, persecution and pain we are called to trust in the 

sovereignty of God and his ability to sustain us. 

 

 


