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KJV – I Timothy 5:21 

 

“Are Elect Angels Capable of Sinning?” 

Introduction: 

     This lesson was in response to a research and development project assigned for the theology 
class  TH 301-R: Anthropology and Angelology. This lesson deals with the question proposed “Are 
the elect angels capable of sinning?” 

I Timothy 5:21 

21 I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these 
things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality. 

     The Apostle Paul speaks of these elect angels in the New Testament. We will use this verse as the 
bases for the vindication for the presupposition that there are in fact elect and non-elect angels. 
This will allow for us to move straight into the question dealing with the sin nature of the elect 
angels and if in fact they are capable of sinning. 

     “I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these 
things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality” (KJV, 1 Timothy 5:21). The 
unfallen or elect angels as opposed to Satan and his demons clearly indicates that God has a 
Sovereign purpose even in His divine plan concerning the angels. There are two main groups of the 
angelic order, the elect angels and the non-elect. 

     These elect angels are the holy order of God’s chosen angels which God has purposed according 
to His own Sovereign will to be His chosen attendants and the ministers of God. Thus the word elect 
deals with condition and not class. This purpose of election within the angelic order had nothing to 
do with their rank structure and it is not designating any one class of angels above the rest, but it is 
simply indicating God’s choice holy ministers. 

     God has reserved the right in His Sovereign purpose to choose among His entire creation, 
including the angelic beings those whom He has decreed to be elect. The choice was not made by 
foreseen merit on the part of the recipient of His grace but this Sovereign choice was made 
according to the counsel of His own will. God the creator had the divine and Sovereign right to 
select among His own creation that will be a part of His eternal Kingdom in Glory.  
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     This selection has not only been made among the fallen depraved mankind but it has also been 
decreed within the ranks of the angelic order. God in His Sovereign decree has purposed some 
angels to eternal glory by this purpose of election.  

     All of the creation in the beginning was pronounced good by the LORD God, as stated twice in the 
Book of Genesis. “And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the 
evening and the morning were the sixth day” (KJV, Genesis 1:31). Genesis Chapter two tells us that 
God was pleased with His finished work, because He blessed the seventh day and He rested. We 
know from these verses that it was all good because God would not have rested if there was one 
error in His great masterpiece.  

“Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts. 2 By the seventh day God 
completed His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work 
which He had done. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested 
from all His work which God had created and made.” (NASB, Genesis 2:1-3). 

     So all of God’s creation from the beginning was good. It goes against the holy, divine nature and 
character of God that He could directly create anything evil or wicked. But to allow for His 
Sovereign purpose to be accomplished in the great plan of redemption to redeem for Himself a 
people, He established a purpose of His Sovereign election. In this God Sovereign purpose to 
accomplish all things after the counsel of His own will, He created both elect and non-elect angels. 
In this decree of election among the angelic order we can deduce the following propositions: 

 

1. Election among the angels as well as mankind is personal election. 

     “By the decree of God, for the manifestation of His glory, some men and angels are elect and 
predestinated unto everlasting life,” (Thornwell, 1961, pg.5). This Sovereign decree as related to 
angels means that the elect angels are in fact predestinated unto everlasting life in eternal glory 
with Almighty God.  

 

2. Election among the angels means they are predestinated. 

     The election of angels means that they will not fall because of God’s purpose of election. If God 
has made them elect and predetermined their destiny to eternal glory then the purpose of God 
would be violated if these angels were even capable of sinning. Because there is no redemption 
offered for sin among the angelic order. All these elect angels have the attributes of personality; 
they have an intellect, emotions and a will. The elect angels cannot sin because there will according 
to God’s Sovereign decree is to do the will of God intelligently and faithfully.  

     It was the non-elect angels that fell with the rebellion of Satan. The elect angels are protected by 
God’s Sovereign purpose of election that upon their only creation their only emotion, intellect and 
will was that to please God because anything less than that would violate the nature of creation by 
the purpose of election.  
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     Originally all the angels were holy, they were not holy in the nature as God is holy but they were 
surrounded by every good and perfect thing and influenced by every holy thing. Originally all the 
angels had the joy of knowing God in a holy relationship. They were His sons by direct creation, 
“Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD,” (KJV, Job 
1:6). God was their Creator and their Father; they had the pleasure of worshiping God in the joy of 
their holy relationship and the beauty of holiness.  

     God’s Sovereign choices are clear in election both among men and the angels. God exercised His 
will in making some angels elect and passing others over at the time of their creation. Satan was 
among the group of the non-elect angles that were passed over by this purpose of election. When he 
was created he was perfect in all his ways until he chose to act independently on his own will, 
outside of the will of God. You see since Satan was non-elect his very own angelic will was not 
under the protection of the God Sovereign purpose of election. Outside and absent from the 
holiness of God, Satan’s intellect, emotion and will chose to become prideful and exalt his own 
position in rebellion against God. By doing so, this very act; iniquity was found in him which was the 
sin of pride.  

     The anointed cherub, Satan (that great red dragon,) fell and 1/3 of the angelic order without 
God’s purpose of election safe guarding their intellects, emotions and wills because they were 
passed over in God’s Sovereign purpose of election; they chose to follow after Satan thus they fall 
also. Those that fell and followed after Satan are condemned with no hope of reconciliation back to 
God. The elect angels refused to follow Satan because that decision to do so would violate their 
nature purposed by God’s Sovereign choice of election and it would violate God’s will. These elect 
angels remained safe in God’s will and purpose of election, and they will always be in God’s will.  

     In conclusion, understanding more about election will help one to realize two very important 
unchanging truths about God’s Sovereign purpose of election not only among the angelic order but 
among fallen mankind as well. 

 

1. All the elect angels will never fall. Thus they cannot sin because of God’s Sovereign purpose 
of election. 
 

2.  All the elect among fallen mankind will be redeemed from sin and the curse of the fall 
because of God’s Sovereign purpose of election. 
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