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1 Corinthians 3:16-17   
 
16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you?   
 
“temple” (Strongs: “naos; from a primary word naiō (to dwell); a fane, shrine, temple”) 
 
“dwelleth” (Strongs: “oikeō ; to occupy a house that is, reside (figuratively inhabit, remain, 
inhere); by implication to cohabit; dwell”) 
 
Jesus referred to his natural body as a temple. God “dwelt among us” (John 1:14) in the natural 
body of the God-man. 
 

John 2:18-21  Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, 
seeing that thou doest these things?  19  Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.  20  Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was 
this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?  21  But he spake of the temple 
of his body. 

 
As individuals like unto Jesus, our natural body is “the temple of God”. It is the place where 
God, in the person of the Holy Ghost, dwells. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20  19  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  20  For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's. 

 
God’s glory is the reason he gave us the Holy Ghost. So we who are the temple of God will speak 
of God’s glory while in his temple. 
 

Psalms 29:9b  …in his temple doth every one speak of his glory. 
 
As the Godhead is perfectly holy, so we should strive to glorify God by being holy in our natural 
bodies. 
 

1 Peter 1:13-16  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for 
the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  14  As obedient 
children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:  15  But as he 
which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;  16  Because 
it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 

 
We have a responsibility to glorify God by caring for our natural body by fighting and killing sin. 
This is a process and is a result of sanctification once in Jesus Christ and sanctification (or 
growth in grace) ongoing through the work of the Holy Ghost. 
 

Romans 6:12-13  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey 
it in the lusts thereof.  13  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 
 

John Owen: “Do you mortify? Do you make it your daily work? Be always at it whilst you live; 
cease not a day from this work; be killing sin or it will be killing you.” 
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We have a responsibility as individuals to serve God in his temple through sacrifice.  
 
Romans 12:1-2  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.  2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

 
As congregations, we are all members of one spiritual body. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:12-14  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.  13  For by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be 
bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  14  For the body is not one 
member, but many. 

 
The one spiritual body that is made up of us the members is the dwelling place, the temple, of 
God. There is a duality: we are individually the temple of God and we are congregationally (or 
corporately) the temple of God. God dwells in all of us and in our congregations. 
 

Psalms 9:11  Sing praises to the LORD, which dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people 
his doings. 

 
2 Corinthians 6:14-16  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness?  15  And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel?  16  And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of 
the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people.  

 
That congregational or corporate body made up of us members is Jesus’ body. We are the body 
of Jesus Christ. 
 

Ephesians 5:30  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 
 
The body of Jesus Christ, the congregation (or church), is the spiritual dwelling place of God. 
 

Ephesians 2:19-22  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;  20  And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone;  21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord:  22  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit. 

 
The kingdom of God (or heaven), of which every member and every congregation is a part, exists 
within each member. We carry our kingdom with us wherever we go. 
 

Luke 17:20-21  And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God 
should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation:  21  Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of 
God is within you. 
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Our state in the specific temple of God and the generic kingdom of God, whether it be natural or 
spiritual, while here on earth in time, is one of longing for other temples and kingdoms that 
come with heaven in eternity.  
 

2 Corinthians 5:1-9  For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.  2  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house 
which is from heaven:  3  If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.  4  For we 
that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, 
but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.  5  Now he that hath 
wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of 
the Spirit.  6  Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in 
the body, we are absent from the Lord:  7  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)  8  We are 
confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with 
the Lord.  9  Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be 
accepted of him. 

 
17a  If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God 
is holy, which temple ye are.   
 
Whether it be the natural or spiritual, the individual or congregational, temple, the one who 
defiles it without repentance will be destroyed, temporally and eternally. 
 

2 Peter 2:1-3  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.  2  And many shall 
follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken 
of.  3  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: 
whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth 
not. 

 
John Gill: “as their wicked principles and heretical notions are pernicious to others, they are 
damnable to themselves, and will bring upon them that judgment which lingereth not, and 
that damnation which slumbereth not. The false prophet, as well as the beast, and the devil, 
shall be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone. God is not only an avenger of all 
immoralities committed against his righteous law, but of all false doctrine and 
false worship, and of everything that is contrary to the Gospel, and to the order 
and ordinances of it.” 
 
17b If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is 
holy, which temple ye are.   
 

Leviticus 11:44-45  For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify 
yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any 
manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.  45  For I am the LORD that bringeth you 
up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy. 

 
Leviticus 19:2  Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, 
Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy. 

 
We, naturally and spiritually, individually and congregationally are “the temple of the living 
God” (1 Corinthians 6:16). To fulfill our purpose of glorifying God, we must be holy 
(sanctified/separated) in our doctrine and our practice. 
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Therefore, as the living, breathing, walking, speaking, congregating, temple of God, we must 
sacrifice in the temple the doctrines and practices of the world as Jesus did in his body to 
overcome the evil of sin and to glorify God. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:17-18 17  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  18  And will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

 
Not only should we sacrifice the unholy for the sake of our holiness, but we should sacrifice 
through praise and good works to glorify the holiest one. 
 

Hebrews 13:14-16  For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to 
come.  15  By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the 
fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.  16  But to do good and to communicate 
forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

 
This is life in the temple of God: when God dwells in us individually and corporately, in our 
natural and our spiritual bodies, we are sanctified by God, enabling us to kill sin, to praise God, 
to be holy in all aspects of our life in time, looking forward to dwelling in eternity in the 
everlasting temple of God in heaven. 
 


