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2 Timothy 3  
 
1  This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.   
 
Gill on “last days” from Isaiah 2:2: “and the last days… ushered in the world to come, or Gospel 
dispensation, which is properly the days of the Messiah, reaching from his first to his second 
coming; the first of which were the times of John the Baptist, Christ and his apostles; the latter days of 
that dispensation take in the rise and reign of antichrist, the last days of it are those which bring in 
the perilous times, the spiritual reign of Christ, and the destruction of antichrist, and which will 
precede the personal coming of Christ, and these are the days here referred to.” 
 
Perilous: Strong’s Greek chalepos “Through the idea of reducing the strength; difficult, that is, 
dangerous, or (by implication) furious: - fierce, perilous.” Webster’s 1828 “Dangerous; 
hazardous; full of risk; as a perilous undertaking; a perilous situation.” 
 
Why are the last days perilous? 
 
2  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,  3  Without natural 
affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good,  4  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of 
God;  5a  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:  
 
What should we do in response to evil men? 
 
5b from such turn away.   
 

2 Corinthians 6:17-18  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,  18  And will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

 
How do evil men infiltrate the congregations of God? 
 
6  For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women 
laden with sins, led away with divers lusts,   
 

2 Corinthians 11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through 
his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
 
1 Timothy 2:14  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the 
transgression. 

 
We must be aware of the tactics of our enemies. As Satan targeted his attack upon Eve in the 
beginning, so evil men target women today. Therefore, good men as brothers, fathers, or 
husbands, must protect women (who are “the weaker vessel” 1 Peter 3:7) from attack by evil 
men. 
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What is the indication that a person has been influenced by evil men? 
 
7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.   
 

Ephesians 4:14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive; 

 
We must be aware that those who do not seem to be maturing are those who may being deceived 
by evil men. God does not intend for us to remain in bondage to indecision about what is true 
and what is false (what is good and what is evil). God intends for us to grow in his grace and 
mature to where we know the truth so that we might be set free from the influence of evil men. 
 

John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me. 

 
John 8:32  And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

 
8  Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth:  
men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.   
 
Jannes and Jambres are believed (in Jewish history) to be the names of two Egyptian sorcerers 
who opposed Moses when God told Pharaoh “Let my people go” (Exodus 5:1). Evil men deny the 
power of God in the gospel and its effect upon believers in the same way that those sorcerers 
denied the power of God in the plagues. Evil men may pay lip service to God in the same way 
that those sorcerers acknowledged “the finger of God” (Exodus 8:19) when they could not 
explain or duplicate the work of God. Their purpose is the same: to resist truth and to keep 
God’s people in the captivity of immaturity. 
 
What should we do when we discover evil men and their works? 
 

Romans 16:17-18  Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and 
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.  18  For they 
that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. 

 
9  But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, 
as theirs also was.   
 
The work of evil men will be exposed by the truth proclaimed by good men. This was the case 
with the sorcerers and Moses and this is the case with evil and good men today. “What evil fears 
most is the publicly spoken truth.” (Matt Pottinger, Deputy National Security Adviser). 
 
How do we prepare ourselves for this battle against evil men? 
 

Ephesians 6:14  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having 
on the breastplate of righteousness; 

 
We must know truth. Truth may come to us in different ways: by example and by experience. 
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10  But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, charity, patience,  11a  Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto 
me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured:  
 
We must look to scripture, congregational history, and general history for examples of good 
men. What did they say? What did they do? What did they produce? What did they believe? 
What did they overcome? To be good men and women, we must compare and model our words, 
actions, results, beliefs, and perseverance against those good men and women who have gone 
before us. Our examples help us to know truth. 
 
11b but out of them all the Lord delivered me.   
 
And we must look to the same sources to see God’s hand in the lives of good men and women. 
Examples of God’s providence in others’ lives (as well as our own) help us to know truth. 
 
12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.   
 

1 Peter 4:12-16  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened unto you:  13  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers 
of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy.  14  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of 
glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is 
glorified.  15  But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a 
busybody in other men's matters.  16  Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 

 
We must also experience suffering to know truth. This seems counter-intuitive to the carnal 
mind, but to the spiritual mind, which is being sanctified by and reminded of Jesus Christ by the 
Holy Ghost, it is altogether intuitive. Suffering is the outcome of holiness (separation from evil 
and connection with good). Holiness comes through the work of Jesus Christ, our truth.  
 
13  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being 
deceived.   
 
In comparison to good men who will be sanctified, who will know, do, and say truth (they will 
get better and better). They will continue in truth. 
 
14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;   
 
What is the original source of this truth (“these things”) that we are to know, do, and say? We 
may say “Jesus Christ” and that would be correct. 
 

Ephesians 2:19-20  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God;  20  And are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 

 
Where do we go to learn about the apostles, prophets, and Jesus Christ? What is the “source 
document” for our learning? 
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15a And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures,  
 
The scriptures are our “source document” for learning truth. While we have example and we 
have experience, both must be measured against the scriptures to determine if they are leading 
us into truth or leading us into error. A primary error of evil men is not knowing the scriptures, 
nor the power of God revealed in the scriptures.  
 

Matthew 22:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the 
scriptures, nor the power of God. 

 
15b which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.   
 
Which is the primary purpose of the scriptures: the revelation of Jesus Christ and God’s plan of 
salvation through him. 
 
Why should we trust that the scriptures contain the truth? 
 
16a  All scripture is given by inspiration of God,  
 

Acts 20:27  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 
 

2 Peter 1:21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

 
All of the scriptures, not part of the scriptures, are from God and as God revealed truth to men, 
they spoke it and recorded it, as God directed them by the Holy Ghost. 
 
16b and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness:  17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto 
all good works. 
 
As we read the scriptures, we learn how to live as an individual, as a family member, as a church 
member, and as a member of civil society (all areas of life). We learn to be good people. 
 
We must learn to be good men and good women by:  
…taking the scriptures with us. 

Ephesians 6:17  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God: 

 
…receiving and searching the scriptures. 

Acts 17:11-12  These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so.  12  Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were 
Greeks, and of men, not a few. 

 
…lovingly speaking truth from the scriptures. 

Ephesians 4:15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which 
is the head, even Christ: 

 
…using the good of God’s revealed word to overcome the evil in ourselves and in the world. 

Romans 12:21  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 


