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Sermon Text: Romans 1:1-7 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 

holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from 

David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in 

power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 

dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace 

and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his 

name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to 

Jesus Christ, 

7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Romans is a dangerous journey. It’s always under attack. It’s often the first 

book a cult will quote because they recognize that in it, the logic of 

redemption, the hope of our future, the key to Christian living—it’s all 

there. So they have to corrupt a normal reading of Romans to make any 

progress in their sect. If you have a good grip on Genesis 1-11 and Romans, 

you have every major doctrine of the Christian faith and a full explanation 

of the gospel of grace, and a good deal of what you need to know to live 

out the faith with joy. So it’s no surprise that liberals and cultists would 

attack the truths of Romans.   

As one of my mentors, Jack Arnold said in his first sermon on Romans in 

1990, "The only hope of Christianity is the rehabilitating of the Pauline 

theology. It is back, back, back to the incarnate Christ, and his atoning 

blood, or it is on, on, on to atheism and despair."  

We’ll get on to more about the author of Romans in the next sermon, first I 

want to tackle it’s place in this story of God.  

Introduction: Unity and Disunity in the OT, Genesis is about the war 

between the line of Cain and the line of Seth. This transitions to the war 

between the line of Jacob and the line of Esau. This transitions to the 

warfare between the line of David and Saul. Then the civil war between 

tribes following the death of Solomon in 2nd Chronicles 9. Civil war 

followed. It ended when the region was invaded by the Neo-Assyrians. 
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That’s where you get the ten lost tribes, where ten were deported or 

destroyed after the Kingdom of Israel was conquered by the Neo-Assyrian 

Empire in 722 BC. These are the tribes of Reuben, Simeon, Dan, Naphtali, 

Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Manasseh, and Ephraim—they are all gone. 

They do not exist any longer. The remaining Jews fought over exactly how 

to relate to the occupying forces. Generally there were two sides—the 

Pharisees insulated themselves and tried to maintain a cultural identity 

and what we would recognize as a conservative theology. The Sadducees 

compromised, worked with the invaders, and were more liberal 

theologically, surrendering any belief in a supernatural.  

This was the disunity present when Jesus walked the earth. A history of 

war external and internal, his covenant people awash in war.   

And in the midst of all that Jesus prays in John 17: 

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 

through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in 

me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 

that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to 

them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in 

me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that 

you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 

Now Paul understands this. He’s fully educated in the words of Jesus from 

his time with the apostles, traveling with them, traveling with Luke, the 

Gentile doctor/historian, he understands and wants to apply Jesus’ words 

in his ministry.  

But he’s got a problem. His first book he wrote was Galatians. Romans 

comes 6 years later. In Galatians he outlines the problems with disunity 

he’s facing on the mission field as some Jews are attempting to add to the 

gospel by adding Moses’ ceremonial law to it. Jewish Christians want to 

bring unity to a church that’s becoming more and more Gentile day after 

day by turning the Gentiles into Jews. But not like that.  

In Romans, Paul is still addressing that ongoing problem by giving the 

magnificent gospel-background to why he opposes that solution and why 
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there is only one thing that can give unity in the church—the 

righteousness of Jesus Christ, applied to helpless sinners.  

Thus the purpose of Romans is to bring unity to the growing multi-ethnic 

church by establishing the universal need of the gospel for everyone. And 

by everyone, I mean not just Jews and Gentiles, but the Christian and the 

non-Christian, the mature and immature—I’ll get into that in the coming 

weeks.  

Romans can be outlined numerous ways. I’m going to pick a four-part 

outline.  

Romans 1-4 reveals just exactly what God’s righteousness is and is not. In 

Romans 5-8, Paul describes the new identity those who have been made 

righteous by faith in Christ experience. In Romans 9-11, Paul explains how 

this gift of righteousness fulfills God’s promises to Israel fully and finally. 

And 12-16 Paul shows how the church of united Jews and Gentiles, now 

complete with a new identity in Christ, live out their faith in a sinful world 

and maturing church. 

Today we are just peeking at the first 7 verses.  

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God,  

Paul knows whose he is, who he is, and what his mission is. And his 

mission is a message. Not one he’s made up; but (vs 2)  

A message about “his son” (vs 2)  

a. which he promised beforehand through his prophets 

b. who was descended from David according to the flesh  

c. was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 

holiness by his resurrection from the dead 

This son is “Jesus Christ our Lord”  

a. 
 through whom we have received grace and apostleship  

b. to bring about the obedience of faith (a lifestyle of holiness)  
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c. for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6 including you who 

are called to belong to Jesus Christ 

 

These are themes of prophecy, theology, the work of the Holy Spirit, 

Christian living, identity, and the glory of God that we will see played out 

through the book of Romans, but Paul is still, in these 7 verses, preparing 

us for the main point—that the righteousness of Christ applied to us by 

faith is salvation. Nothing less will do. And everything else we add to that 

message is trouble because it leads to disunity as things that are not the 

Gospel are proclaimed as such and before long, the church that ignores 

Romans is preaching another gospel. That we must not do.  

  

 

    

 

 

   

 


