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Romans 1:1 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 2 

 
Introduction: 
 
     Still in the first verse of this letter, we have talked about the writer, the date and location 
of the writing and the purposes for Paul writing this letter to the Romans. Our last lesson 
consisted of introduction and the first word of verse one, Paul.  

     Let us now continue in verse one, but first go over a summary outline of this entire letter. 

 
SUMMARY OUTLINE: 

1. Introduction and Greeting – Romans 1:1 – 1:15 
2. Theme of the Letter – Romans 1:16-17 
3. Condemnation – Romans 1:18 – 3:20 
4. Justification – Romans 3:21 – 5:21 
5. Sanctification – Romans 6:1 – 8:39 
6. Vindication – Romans 9:1 – 11:36 
7. Application – Romans 12:1 – 15:33 
8. Salutation – Romans 16:1 – 16:27 

     As it has already been said, the book of Romans is a book of faith, we often think of 
Hebrews as the faith book because of that one single chapter, number 11. Yet Romans leads 
us into a much deeper faith and trust with a Sovereign God, revealing more in depth the 
complex mysteries of His will for us, all for the glory of God.  

     As the theme of this book tells us clearly, if we will listen, heed to and obey the Word of 
the LORD; “Our trust relationship with God begins with fragile trust, as we meet the love of 
God in Christ: and it grows more trusting when we come to Him better. Our progressive 
transformation, our “becoming,” is, as the Bible puts it, “a process begun and continued” 
through faith (Rom. 1:17)” (Richards, Creative Bible Study; 1979, page 52). For therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith” 
(KJV – Romans 1:17). 
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     This transformation is made possible first by the power of regeneration and then 
progressively by the deep theological doctrines contained within this Book. Doctrines such 
as Justification, Sanctification, Imputation and Reconciliation which includes both Expiation 
and Propitiation. Deep doctrines such as Election, Predestination, Foreknowledge and 
Glorification. All these are contained within this glorious Book to the Romans. Now let us 
begin to look at this great letter by expounding upon the first verse penned by the Apostle 
Paul. 

Romans 1:1 

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 

     Regardless of how one may read verse one, if they really study this verse they will see 
that grammatically, Paul does not spend a lot of time in his greeting speaking of himself. 
But he lends the weight and authority to the gospel and his new Master, the LORD Jesus 
Christ.  

     The first word, Paul; his name, identifies him as the writer of this letter. We know from 
Acts 7:58 who he was. We can clearly see from Acts 8 what he was. “And Saul was 
consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church 
which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea 
and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made 
great lamentation over him. 3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every 
house, and haling men and women committed them to prison” (KJV – Acts 8:1-3). 

The conversion of Saul: 

Acts 9:1-16 

1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, 
went unto the high priest, 

2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, 
whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a 
light from heaven: 

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me? 

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is 
hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 
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6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto 
him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 

7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 

8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led 
him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 

9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 

10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a 
vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and 
enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, 
that he might receive his sight. 

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath 
done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 

14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name 
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 

16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 

     What this man was, and even what you were in the past is absolutely irrelevant after 
experiencing this next statement; a servant of Jesus Christ.  

 

“Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God” 
(NASB – Romans 1:1). 

“Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God” 
(NKJV – Romans 1:1). 

     Before Paul even lets the readers know he is an apostle, he tells them that he is a bond 
slave of a new Master. “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, which you have from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought with a price. So 
glorify God in your body” (RSV – I Corinthians 6:19-20). 
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     John Phillips writes; “Nobody was more conscious of his freedom than Paul. In a day when 
most men were slaves, Paul enjoyed the rare and much-prized privilege of being a free-born 
citizen of Rome. Yet he counted it his highest honor to be the bond-slave of Jesus Christ” 
(Phillips, Exploring Romans – An Expository Commentary; 2002, page 12). 
 

Romans 1:1 

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, . . .  

     Called to be an Apostle, by who? “But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a 
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of 
Israel: 16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake” (KJV – Acts 
9:15-16). 

     “Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who 
raised him from the dead;)” (KJV – Galatians 1:1). Definitely an Apostle, yet Paul listed 
himself first as a bond servant and then an apostle.  

 

Romans 1:1 

1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 

     Separated or “set apart” unto the gospel of God. Paul said in Galatians 1; “But when it 
pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, 16 To 
reveal his Son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen;” (KJV – Galatians 1:15-16). 

     This is the first line of introduction of this beautiful letter, pastor’s paraphrasing: “I Paul, 
brought with a price for I am not my own, now a bond slave to my new Master, Sovereign 
LORD and Saviour Christ Jesus; called by Him to be an Apostle, separated, set apart, 
“sanctified” unto the gospel of God”.  The good news of this impacting and lasting letter is its 
life changing message. “Its message that God will forgive sins, deliver from sin’s power, and 
give eternal hope comes not only as a gracious offer, but also as a command to be obeyed” 
(MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible Notes; 2006, page 1658). 

    Paul as a bond slave of Christ was absolutely consumed with this message as he reveals 
this truth within this wonderful book. We as born again believers are under the same great 
commission as the Apostle Paul. We have the same Master as bond slaves of Christ, bought 
with a price for we are not our own. Should we not also strive to be as consumed as this 
man was with the gospel of God’s grace?  
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     “For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might 
gain the more. 20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that 
are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; 21 To them 
that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to 
Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. 22 To the weak became I as weak, that I 
might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 
23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you” (I Corinthians 
9:19-23). 

     The Apostle Paul was sold out for the Gospel, should we not also strive to be as 
committed to the cause of Christ as the Apostle Paul was; as a bond-servant of the LORD 
Jesus Christ.  
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