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Well, I just wanted to give a word of explanation before we get started here tonight. It's 
kind of been on my mind to do a question and answer interview type thing for several 
weeks now, kind of twofold reason. Number one is I know that there are always 
questions in your mind that you may not have opportunity to ask and aren't necessarily 
answered by the pulpit exposition. You know, our lives are complex, the Bible is a very 
large book, and there's a lot of things that are going on, and so I wanted to give an 
opportunity to be able to respond to things that were on your mind and there's a dual 
purpose in that, I might say, it's also interesting to me to find out what's on your mind. 
You see, this street goes two ways and I learn even by the very nature of the questions 
that are asked, and so I have no idea exactly how this is going to unfold tonight, there's an
element of spontaneity to it, but I'm looking forward to it.

A year ago, almost a year ago we had a gathering with young parents in our congregation 
and we did a Q&A like this and Spencer Barnes Israel did the Q&A. He did an excellent 
job and so he was a natural choice to do one on a broader stage like this. I respect 
Spencer, I respect his wisdom, I respect his loyalty, I respect the way that he leads his 
family. He's a fine man to be able to lead this discussion for us. So, Spencer, if you'll 
come up here, I'll come down there and we'll see what's gonna happen.

Spencer. First, I want to say thank you for letting me have the opportunity to do this. Like
you said in the intro, it was a lot of fun working with the parents and putting together that
Q&A, so I had a lot of fun putting this together as well.

Don. Alright, take it easy on me and realize that your future job here depends on not 
being too hard on me. You're already making me nervous because I know you've got your
teeth bared.

Spencer. That's right. So I'll start with an easy one. So why this particular format over, 
you know, you get all the questions and then you can just read them off and just start 
answering, or maybe start to put together messages around the questions you receive, 
what's special about this Q&A format?

Don. Well, I think the thing that I really want to manifest, let's just, let me just answer the
question on a pastoral basis. What I want to manifest to you in our congregation is the 
fact that we as elders genuinely care about you and the things that are on your mind, and 
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we want to be able to answer your questions if we can, as best as we can. It's just an 
opportunity to in a different kind of format to minister God's word to God's people, and 
that's what I love to do.

Spencer. Good. So we received a lot of questions. We had to work on just dwindling 
them down or filtering them down to a set of questions so that we're not here until 
midnight answering questions. So we're gonna jump right in. So this is a nice easy one. 
So tell us the difference between anger and righteous anger and perhaps give us an 
example of what righteous anger is.

Don. That's an easy one?

Spencer. That's an easy one.

Don. Well, I guess I would say this and let's just talk about what righteous anger might 
look like because in Ephesians it says, "Be angry and yet do not sin," and so there's a 
place for anger in the Christian life, but the anger is not, the biblical righteous anger is 
not that which normally animates us and gets us upset and, you know, unhappy with 
people. Normally when you and I are getting angry, we're angry because somebody has 
transgressed our boundaries or has done something we don't like or has somehow taken 
advantage of us, and the personal wrong prompts a reaction of retaliation, and that would 
be a sense of unrighteous anger, that would be sinful anger. 

But Scripture gives us a couple of places and just to illustrate where righteous anger 
might be in play, one is when the glory of God is at stake, and the second is when the 
people of God are under threat. You'll remember when Jesus went into the temple and 
cleaned out the temple because they had turned it into a place where they were just 
selling their merchandise, they were selling animals for the sacrifice at elevated prices 
and just taking advantage of the situation, and Jesus said, "Don't turn My house into a 
house of merchandise," and he cleaned it out with whips and overturned the tables. That 
would have no place in today's effeminate evangelical church, some kind of reaction like 
that, but you see in the life of Christ that there was a place for righteous anger, that God's 
glory was being violated in the place where he was supposed to be supremely worshiped 
in that dispensation. And actually it is in John 2, as I look at it there, since you're there 
already we might as well find it, verse 13, 

13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 
And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and 
doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15 And He made a 
scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and 
the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables; 16 and to those who were selling the doves He 
said, "Take these things away; stop making My Father's house a place of 
business." 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, "ZEAL FOR 
YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME." 
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Somewhere in the Christian life there is a prominent place for zeal for the glory of God 
that takes offense when his glory is being violated, and that is a place for righteous anger.

Now in Galatians 5:12, you'll remember in the book of Galatians that the Apostle Paul 
was writing to correct them and protect them because people were introducing false 
doctrine, teaching them a false view of justification, and Paul was so incensed about this 
that in chapter 1, verse 8, he said, 

8 … if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we 
have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!

And in chapter 5, verse 12, he said,  

12 I wish that those who are troubling you would even mutilate 
themselves. 

Again, there is no room for that kind of talk in today's effeminate church but that's a 
problem with today's effeminate church, not a problem with the Bible, so that when false 
doctrine is being taught, when God's people are being taken advantage of by false 
teachers, when false teachers are misleading people, there is a place for righteous anger to
step up and say, "I need to speak into this situation that the people of God might be 
corrected, protected, and shown the right way."

So, yeah, I get upset when I see charismatic preachers misleading people. I get upset 
when I see seeker-sensitive churches making the Gospel so light and easy and inoculating
people against the true Gospel. That, yeah, that makes me angry, I don't mind telling you,
but it's an anger not because of a personal wrong done to me but because it's a wrong 
done to the truth, it's a wrong done to God, it's a wrong done to Christ, it's a wrong done 
to people who are in danger of eternal damnation. And so there is a place for righteous 
anger to take place in response to those general principles.

Spencer. So sometimes people describe you as animated when you're up behind the pulpit
giving a message, is that a part of what fuels that animation?

Don. Well, I don't know that I ever, I'm not consciously motivated by righteous anger 
when I'm in the pulpit, what's animating me in the pulpit, and this is a very good 
question, Spencer, what animates me in the pulpit I'd like to think is just a love for the 
truth and a love for the people of God. And when I say things like, you know, "This is so 
important," or, "You've got to hear this part," it's because I want to see the Spirit of God 
plant the truth in the hearts of his people so that they would benefit from why God put 
this or that into his word.

Spencer. I'm reminded of something my kids said when we first started attending. My 
kids were very young when we first started attending and we got home one day and they 
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said, "Mom, dad, why is Pastor Don yelling at us?" And it's that animation that, you 
know, you just spoke to.

Don. Yeah, and I trust you explained to them that he wasn't yelling, he was explaining, 
right?

Spencer. Right.

Don. I'm not yelling.

Spencer. "Are we in trouble?" That was the question that they came back with, "Are we 
in trouble?" Kind of but not in the way you think.

Don. Yeah, not in the way they think. That's right.

Spencer. I did trick you a little bit. I started with a tougher question so I'm gonna lighten 
up a little bit. So...

Don. Yeah, you're not coming up for an encore here the way we're going right now.

Spencer. Right. So in day to day life, we have to make decisions all day long. Some are 
major, some are minor, some require prayerful thought behind them, and some of them 
are mindless, "Do I wear the blue shirt or the purple shirt today?" Whatever. So how does
a person make a decision if he does not have the free will to make that decision?

Don. Yeah, the question, I'm gonna interpret the question this way in terms of how are we
to understand the will of man and in what sense is it free, in what sense is it bound. 
Obviously there is a measure of will in every man in the sense that we all make decisions 
based on what motivates us and we're not coerced by God to make certain decisions that 
we make. "Do I want to eat an apple? What kind of job do I want to take? Who do I want 
to marry?" You know, those are things that we decide for ourselves what we want to do. 
The challenge in theology is that sometimes well-meaning people take that superficial 
understanding in those superficial day to day means, and apply it and think that they have
the same kind of freedom to just chose to be righteous or to chose Christ for themselves, 
not realizing that Scripture says that there's a much different realm in which the will of 
man is in bondage to sin, to Satan, his eyes are blinded so that you can't go from the 
lesser things that I make decisions in the realm of my day to day life and say, "Well, I can
make decisions about whether I'm going to go to heaven or not." It doesn't work that way,
and if I can just remind you of a familiar passage in Ephesians, in chapter 2 it says,

1 … you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly 
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 
disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our 
flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
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When it comes to the spiritual matter of being a lost sinner, we do not have the power in 
our unregenerate state to cause ourselves to be born again. We do not have the power in 
our unregenerate state to choose God unaided because everything in our disposition, 
everything in our mind, everything in our heart is biased against God, and the Bible says 
that the natural man is not able to understand the things of God and he cannot understand 
them because they're spiritually discerned. We can't even understand spiritual truth and 
that's why the doctrine of regeneration is so very important. It tells us that we need the 
Spirit of God to impart new life for us if we are going to believe. We need a new heart in 
order to believe in Christ.

So when it comes to day to day life, do we make decisions? Of course we do. It would be 
foolish to deny that and we make our decisions according to our own desires. When we 
talk about the decisions, so called, to follow Christ, we need the intervention of the Spirit 
of God, we need the help of the Spirit of God in order to enable us to do that because we 
do not have the power to do it on our own. Our wills are depraved, our wills are dark, and
we need help from outside us that we don't control if we're going to believe in Christ for 
salvation.

Spencer. So when we try and battle this concept of free will and we speak with others 
about free will, what are some ways that we can concisely say what you just said in 
explaining free will to others who may not believe the same way we do?

Don. Yeah, that's a great question and I'm going to take this occasion to say I'm going to 
be talking about this the next couple of Sundays, and so these things are very much 
engaged in my mind right now, and so rather than steal my own thunder, so to speak, I'd 
like to just invite people to come back on Sunday and the following Sunday where we'll 
be talking about these things in more detail.

Spencer. We read in Scripture where oftentimes Christ will perform a miracle, he will 
heal the blind, or make the lame to walk, and then he'll tell them, "Don't tell anybody who
I am," and of course, they promptly run off and tell everybody they know and put it on 
social media and everything else. Why is it that Christ would tell...

Don. I need to know what Bible you're reading.

Spencer. It's not "The Message." But why do you think Christ would tell them not to say 
who he was at those times?

Don. That's a good question and I'm happy to answer it. Turn to the Gospel of Mark 8 
and I think you see a good explanation why. You can see it very plainly. You have to 
remember that when Christ was conducting his ministry, his disciples were following 
him, they were still in the infant stages of coming to understanding. The Holy Spirit had 
not yet come. They were still putting things together. They were true disciples. They 
were learning from Christ as they followed, but that didn't mean that they were ready 
immediately to go out and preach and to teach and to explain the redemptive purposes of 
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God in the coming of Christ, and in Mark 8 you see this really clearly. It's remarkable 
how much this just is right on the surface of the passage. The disciples needed time to 
learn, they needed the coming of the Holy Spirit. As they were following Jesus in his 
earthly life, they didn't have it all together so in Mark 8:27, you'll remember that he 
questioned his disciples saying,

27 … "Who do people say that I am?" 28 They told Him, saying, "John 
the Baptist; and others say Elijah; but others, one of the prophets." 

So there was confusion about who Jesus was even in his day. The fact that there's 
confusion about Jesus in our day doesn't keep us from coming to clear convictions, clear 
and right convictions about who he is. Verse 29, 

29 ... He continued by questioning them [then He said], "But who do you say that I am?" 
Peter answered and said to Him, "You are the Christ." 

Right answer. Peter nailed it. It's really cool. But then immediately,

30 [Jesus] warned them to tell no one about Him. 

Now why would he do that? Peter had just correctly identified him as the Christ, the 
Messiah of God, why would Jesus say, "Peter, don't say anything about this"? Well, as 
you read just another three verses along, you can see that while Peter had truth in kind of 
a seed form, he still had a lot of mistaken notions in his mind. Verse 31, 

31 [Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And He was stating the 
matter plainly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. 

Peter is rebuking Christ for what he had just taught, and in a parallel passage, he says, 
"God forbid that this should ever happen to You, Lord!" Well, Jesus had to correct him in
verse 33, look at it,

33 ... turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter and said, 
"Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind on God's 
interests, but man's." 

God had established an eternal covenant with his Son, God had a plan of redemption that 
Christ in his first coming was set upon accomplishing. That's why he was here and it 
involved the cross, it involved his rejection, his crucifixion, his burial and his 
resurrection, and that was why Christ came the first time. Peter was processing the fact 
that Christ was the Messiah from the Jewish expectations of wanting a political deliverer,
someone who would deliver them from the domination of Rome. As a result of that, Peter
even though he knew that Jesus was the Christ, did not understand the purpose for which 
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Christ was here in his first time. He needed more understanding. He needed time for 
Christ to teach him. He needed the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

So the disciples, even though they were learners of Christ and sometimes God gave them 
flashes of insight like he did Peter in verse 29, they were not ready to go out and teach. 
They were going to confuse the matter. They didn't understand and they would have 
confused the matter for others if they had gone out and tried to teach based on the limited 
knowledge that they had at that time. They needed more time and therefore they needed 
the Spirit and so Jesus tells them, "I don't want you to talk about it right now." Now as we
saw on this past Sunday, there came a time, you know, after his resurrection Jesus said, 
"Okay, now go out into all of the nations." Acts 1, "Now," he says, "go out and, you 
know, you'll be My witnesses to Jerusalem and to the uttermost parts of the earth." They 
just weren't ready at the time and that's why Christ tells them not to speak, it was so that 
they wouldn't, you know, so that they wouldn't blow it and mislead people.

Now it occurs to me, this has a very important practical implication for us in the context 
of a local church that you might not have really thought about, but Scripture maintains 
this principle when it comes to the New Testament church, the local church as well. In 1 
Timothy 5, the Apostle Paul warns Timothy, he says, "Do not lay hands on any man too 
quickly. Do not participate in the sins of others." And Andrew earlier read the 
qualifications of an elder. Well, it is very very important in the context of a local church 
that we not put men in positions of teaching prominence and teaching authority and a 
position of an elder too quickly even though they may be saying right things and it looks 
good for the time, time and truth have a way of going hand in hand and men need to be 
proven over time. There's too much at stake to elevate a man before he's ready. You are 
risking great damage to many people, great damage to an entire church and to the 
testimony of Christ if a man is elevated to an elder and fails spectacularly as so often 
happens.

So Scripture warns against this. You see Christ exercising restraint, not sending men out 
before they were ready. The New Testament epistles speak to the local church and say, 
"You follow that example too. Don't elevate a man before he's ready. Be careful. Give it 
time. There's no hurry here. It's more important that we get it right than for us to get it 
fast." And so there's this sense that men need time to develop, they need to grow in their 
understanding, they need to be proven, and then, you know, once they've established 
themselves, then, you know, you give them the office.

Spencer. I know you ended on eldership but something you said earlier talking about the 
political leader is what the disciples were expecting in Messiah, were they expecting 
Jesus to be some sort of general of a king or a politician even though he was Jewish and 
really couldn't hold any of those offices in the Roman world in which they were living 
in?

Don. They were expecting based on the Old Testament prophecies, they were expecting a
deliverer to come and to deliver them from Roman domination so that Jesus by his 
miraculous powers would be able to overturn the Roman leadership and reestablish the 
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Jews to the position of prominence that they enjoyed under David and Solomon, for 
example. What they didn't understand before Jesus establishes a kingdom like that, first 
he has to deliver his people from their sin and it is more important for us even today, it's 
more important for us to be delivered from sin than it is for us to be delivered from our 
political oppressors, and so what they didn't understand was that Jesus in his first coming 
was coming to accomplish redemption for his people, realizing according to the plan of 
God that there would be a second coming where he would come and establish a kingdom 
on earth.

Spencer. So I want to go in a slightly different direction and later in the New Testament 
Paul writes about two gentlemen who are to be turned over to Satan, and MacArthur even
describes that phrase as a frightening thought, that someone should be turned over to the 
devil himself. So tell us what does it mean to be turned over to Satan and can this happen 
to us as believers?

Don. Well, let's start from, let's start from the positive dimension of the question and you 
can turn in your Bibles, there are so many places we could go but let's start at Colossians 
1. It was evident from some of the questions that were submitted, and I say this to be an 
encouragement and a help, it was evident that there is, you know, there are some thoughts
of fear about the role that Satan might have in the life of a Christian or things like that, 
and it is important for you to understand that Christ has delivered us from the domain of 
Satan, that we have been delivered from his power. We are under the power of Christ 
now and Christ said in John 10 that, "No one will pluck them from My hand." It says in 
Romans 8 that, "Neither life nor death nor any other created thing will be able to separate
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord." And so it is important to realize 
that when Christ came to save us, he delivered us from the power of the devil. That's 
what it says in Colossians 1:13,

13 ... He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the
kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.

Let me go back to the charismatic stuff for a moment because it applies here. It's really 
easy to control and manipulate people when you're threatening them with Satan all the 
time. It's a different matter to teach people Bible truth and to say that we've been, not 
only have we been delivered from Satan but that you as a Christian with the indwelling 
Holy Spirit, you can never be possessed by a demon and you actually have the power to 
resist him. That's exactly what James says in James 4 when he says, "Resist the devil and 
he will flee from you." You know, the Holy Spirit comes to indwell us and he's not 
looking to establish Satan as a co-tenant. It doesn't work that way. Christ loves us, Christ 
delivered us and Christ will keep us. And in 1 John 5:18 he says,

18 We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of
God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him. 
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It has the idea of clutching him, of grabbing hold of him. Look, Christ loved you, Christ 
loves you and he came to deliver you from every spiritual threat to your spiritual well-
being and so he's delivered you from the realm of Satan if you are in Christ, and so he's 
not going to give you back. People are afraid, you know, "Well, if I sin too much, you 
know, is Christ going to, am I going to forfeit my salvation? Is Christ gonna turn me back
over?" Well, I hope not, you know, because then we're all doomed because we don't even
realize how much we sin even a believers. We just have to have a perspective on the 
greatness of the love of Christ for us.

You know, as I understand the idea, it's one thing for an apostle to turn someone over to 
Satan, that's not something that I, you know, that's within my prerogative to do, you 
know, I think that there is a sense where when believers stray into sin or when they start 
to rebel against God, they're exposing themselves somehow to adverse spiritual 
influences, let's just put it that way, and not to try to identify is this Satan, is this a demon 
or anything like that. When you pursue sin as a believer, you are exposing yourself to 
trouble but it won't be God handing you over to Satan so that Satan can do with you 
absolutely whatever he wants, but whenever God allows us to be afflicted by anything, 
it's always within the limits of his sovereignty. He's established the boundaries beyond 
which the affliction cannot go. You see that in the life of Job where in chapter 1 God told 
Satan, "You can touch everything that he has but don't touch him." Chapter 2, "You can 
touch his body but don't take his life." God is establishing limits on it.

So the way that we should think about these things in my judgment is that I am always 
under the sovereign care of God as a Christian, nothing can separate me from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, and to whatever extent demons, you know, and we
engage the spiritual battle described in Ephesians 6, it's within boundaries that God has 
established beyond which Satan cannot go, and that gives us a sense of comfort and 
security that says, "I can trust in Christ." We should be trusting in Christ far more than 
we fear the devil, even though we realize that he is a real adversary who prowls about 
looking for someone to devour.

Spencer. So in keeping, so you've talked about salvation, I want to talk about another "s" 
word, sanctification. When does our holiness begin? Is that at the moment of our 
salvation or is that later when we get to the presence of the Lord in heaven, or is it 
somewhere in the middle? When does that begin?

Don. Alright, I'm gonna keep this one really brief. I think it helps to remember that there 
are two different kinds of sanctification that takes place in the life of a believer. One is 
what can be called positional sanctification or definite sanctification is the terms that are 
sometimes used, and that indicates that by position God has separated a believer out for 
his own purposes. And so in that sense, every believer is a saint, every believer is holy, 
meaning that they have been set apart by God for his purposes. I did a message from 
Philippians in March that you can look up, "Saints In Christ Jesus," where I talk about 
this more. And so there is a very real sense where we are holy right now, every true 
believer is holy because he has been set apart by God for the purposes for which he 
appointed his redemption.
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Now there's a different aspect, a different way in which the word "sanctification" or 
"holiness" is used and that's our progressive sanctification. When we're born again, you 
know, we need to be conformed to the image of Christ. We're not instantly made to be 
like Christ, that's a process that occurs over time. As the Spirit of God changes us, as we 
come under the influence of the Scriptures and the Spirit works in our heart through the 
word, you know, he makes us more and more like Christ. We go through trials that 
humble us, God allows us to struggle with sin so that we see our weakness, it humbles us,
and all of those things are designed to make us more and more like Christ as we go along 
in this earthly life as Christians. Ultimately that process will be perfected when we are 
with him in heaven and the Apostle John in 1 John 3:2 says, "We will be like Him 
because we will see Him as He is." And so in heaven our person, we will be perfected in 
heaven and we will be made perfectly holy in a way that positionally we were made at 
the moment of our salvation.

Spencer. So you made it through all of the tough questions.

Don. Okay.

Spencer. So I want to...

Don. I'm not trusting you right now.

Spencer. Do you need to take a break?

Don. No, no, no. No, I'm good. Bring it.

Spencer. Alright so I want to talk about our church now. So talk about some of the 
positive things that you've seen happening over time and where do you see it going in the 
future?

Don. Well, the first answer on a human level that I can give is, you know, the positive 
dimension is right in front of me sitting in the audience looking, looking here. God has 
brought people to our church that love his truth, that love each other, that love Christ, you
know, and I'm encouraged by the fact that God has assembled people around his word 
because there's not, you know, we don't do a bunch of programs that would give people 
ulterior motives to come in, and so I'm just encouraged by the kind of people that God 
brings in, generally speaking. 

And I have to say this, in ways that is not necessarily evident for everyone to see and 
understand is that our churches are blessed with good elders, excluding myself from the 
discussion, and neither one of them like we to say this so I'll keep it brief, but Andrew 
and Dane are superlative elders. These are mature men. They're steady men that love 
Christ, that love his word and love you deeply and care about you and labor over you, 
and a church is never going to rise above its leadership, and so I'm greatly encouraged 
that God has brought men like that to be a part of the leadership of our church.
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Stepping beyond that, I'm encouraged by seeing the way that other men are stepping up 
in our church. We've got a core of really wonderful deacons. We've got men that are 
stepping up in music. We've got men that are stepping up on the platform, men that want 
to step up in other ways that maybe are a little bit less visible. You know, a church really 
is gonna rise or fall with its men, you know, as an extension of elders, you know, and 
that's nothing, that's nothing negative against ladies or anything like that, but a church 
needs godly men, needs zealous men, needs men of the word if it's going to grow and if 
it's going to mature, and I see men like that in our church. 

I'm encouraged by the fact that we have a Fundamentals of the Faith class going that's got
over 30 people coming and seeing that hunger among men and women, old and young 
alike, that hunger to know God's word. "I want to grow in the Scriptures. I want to know 
Christ better." That's great. 

I'm encouraged by the fact that in the past year we've had three marriages here in the 
church and we've had others that have gotten married but we have Christian men who are 
finding Christian wives in the context of the ministry of our church. And the families that
come from the marriages within our church, they're having children and this is all just so 
very very healthy. Sunday morning we're gonna have a baby Bible presentation, four 
families.

And so there's just a lot of things there that are really really encouraging to me but it's 
tied up in the people at that level. Along with that, we very rarely make any mention of 
this, but you know, the ministry of our church goes far beyond our walls. I got a report 
yesterday and just the sermon downloads from our church have gone to all 50 states and 
75 different countries in December. Just for December that's what was happening. It's 
really phenomenal. I won't try to describe it or define it or anything like that, but the fruit 
is measured in the people. That's what I care about. 

And so there's a lot of things like that that I could also expand on but I'll stop there and I 
just see so many good things going on and I just want you to know as I'm sitting here, 
you are the ones that are encouraging me. It is the fruit of the word in your life that I live 
for. That's what I care about and I see it happening and so I'm encouraged.

Spencer. Good. So how can we pray for you and the other elders? Where are some things 
that we can pray for besides just keep them healthy?

Don. And this is gonna come out over these next couple of weeks also, it's remarkable the
way some of these things are coming together in my mind. And I guess one other thing 
that I should say that ties in and prefaces this, is seeing a growing, developing, giving 
birth to a spirit of prayer in our church and people wanting to pray, pray about significant 
matters and not simply be praying, you know, for somebody's next surgery or whatever. 
You know, we can pray about those things, you know, the church exists for spiritual 
purposes. You know, what I would hope is that we would all be growing in the desire to 
seeing not only God's word proclaimed but seeing the Spirit of God converting sinners to 
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Christ, bringing sinners to the point where they are born again, and we see that 
manifested in the infant cries of spiritual new life and seeing people coming to a saving 
faith of Christ within our own families and, you know, within our circles of influence and
people that come to our church. As you study the work of God in the great revivals of the 
past, there's a spirit of prayer, "God, do this. God, send Your Spirit. God, work in the 
hearts of sinners that they might be saved. And God, renew us and change us and refresh 
our spiritual lives." 

I just can't emphasize this enough and part of the reason that I get animated in the pulpit 
is that for me this is not about just going through the motions. We're not just doing this to
do this and we just get into a routine. I have no interest in that. What I want more and 
more is as the years of my ministry fly by, is to see the Spirit of God do that kind of work
amongst us, and to the extent that you pray for us, pray for that to happen in our church 
whatever that means and whatever that looks like, you know, that we in leadership would
have the blessing of the Spirit on what we do so that Christ would be more greatly 
glorified by the conversion of greatly more sinners than what we've seen to date. And all 
this is gonna come out in the next few weeks as well. I'm fired up.

Spencer. Good. Good. We would be disappointed if you weren't animated. So I read 
recently that the Lockman Foundation, which is the organization who put out the NASB 
translation which you use, is looking to release a major update in 2020 to their translation
of the Bible, so will you stick with the version that you have or are you gonna make the 
jump to the new and improved 2020?

Don. Yeah, I'll be sticking with the NASB '95 until the cover falls off, which happens. 
They make these things so cheap anymore that the cover does fall off. But I don't have 
any plans to change my preaching Bible for the foreseeable future. The fact that 
somebody issues an update, you know, I'm a little bit cynical toward Christian publishing
and even Bible publishers, you know? There's just such a proliferation of different 
translations that we really don't need one more, we just need to study the one we've got. 
The time will probably come we're no longer able to get the '95 version and I'll deal with 
it then, but I don't have any plans to change anything now. You can't teach an old dog 
new tricks and y'all know how I feel about dogs, right? This, you've gotta know that the 
dog, it's just a joke theme to kind of unite us together, alright? Don't, I don't want to, I 
don't need to get any bad comments about that. I'll get bad comments about other stuff.

Spencer. In preparation for all the questions, my kids came asking, "You have to ask 
Pastor Don what his favorite dog is?"

Don. What my favorite dog is?

Spencer. You covered it.

Don. Okay, no, no, that's fine. My favorite dog is the one that does not belong to me.

Spencer. There you have it.
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Don. So every dog is my favorite, let's put it that way.

Spencer. So as we discern through the, which translation should we be reading, we make 
these different decisions, there are other decisions in life that we need to make and we 
know that in this year, if you're not aware you will be if you're exposed to any form of 
media, that there's a major election, right? So what are some characteristics that we as 
Christians should look at in leaders around us? You talked, you spoke briefly about elders
here and, of course, Andrew read what the qualifications are for elders but to, can we put 
those same qualifications on the leaders around us in government, at local and federal?

Don. Yeah, you're really trying to get me in trouble here, aren't you? Thanks. I appreciate
that. Look, American politics are a necessary evil. You know, I mean, this is the country 
that God has given us to live in, there's a lot of reasons to be grateful for that, it's not 
realistic to expect virtue from our politicians. These are fallen men, most of them are 
unsaved men, and so when they live ungodly lives or they advocate ungodly policies, this
is kind of what we should expect if we believe what the Bible says about the sinfulness of
man. So we need to be realistic in our expectations about it on a human level.

On a vertical level, it's important for us to remember and I'm really glad that we have the 
opportunity to address this now before the heat of the election is white hot in October, we
can kind of address this in the comparative calm of January, the calm before the storm. 
You and I as Christians should remember that God sovereignly appoints who our leaders 
are. Proverbs 21:1 says that, "The heart of the king is like water in the hands of the Lord. 
He directs it wherever He wishes." In Daniel 2:21 it says, "It's God who changes the 
times and the epochs. He removes kings and establishes kings. He gives wisdom to wise 
men and knowledge to men of understanding." God is sovereign over who reigns over us.
We've talked about this from the pulpit.

Now that leaves unanswered and, you know, we've been having so much fun, why not 
step into where angels fear to tread on this matter because what comes up is that 
Christians have an earnest desire to, "Well, how am I to vote? If there's an immoral man 
running for office and, you know, versus another immoral man or another immoral 
woman, what am I supposed to do?" Well, I think there's a couple of things to keep in 
mind. One is that even the candidates are sovereignly appointed by God and so we're left 
with the choices ultimately that God gives us to do. Spencer made a good question about 
the qualifications of elders, we are not electing in November, we are not electing a church
elder. We're not electing men to lead the church. All that we can do as Christians is 
respond to the choice that is placed before us by the political parties and make the best 
decision that we can, and in my opinion, in my judgment, the thing that should supremely
guide us to the extent that it can be discerned and applied and it's a negative test in my 
opinion because, look, we already said these are unsaved men, we're not looking to 
political leaders to advance the kingdom of God. That's going to happen in the local 
church by the preaching of his word and by the ministry of the people, and so we're not 
looking for the kingdom of man to advance the kingdom of God, we're just saying, 
"Okay, how do I exercise my civic responsibility?" And it's gotten to a point in our age 
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where I think you just ask the question, "Which of these candidates would be less 
detrimental to the cause of truth than the other?" And that's a pretty low bar to cross. 
These candidates and their parties, they represent philosophies, they represent policies, 
and we need to ask what's going to be advanced.

Now in my judgment here in 2020, I do not see how any thinking biblical Christian can 
vote for any Democrat because the Democratic Party has committed itself to the 
homosexual, transgender agenda. And I just got done teaching on this a few weeks ago, 
"The Bible and Transgenderism," there are some passages out and to me that's a single 
issue matter because that whole agenda must deny Scripture and must deny even the very
concept of truth that has been revealed by God in order to support and uphold, you know,
the whole transgender mindset which is viewing truth as a subjective matter rather than 
something objective, and when that is entrenched more deeply into our society, it is going
to make it much more difficult to communicate about truth to our world. By law they're 
going to be taught that, you know, what is subjective matters and the policy implications 
of this are vast. The intention is to enforce this upon unwilling people. We are already 
seeing this. In Colorado, in Washington, in British Columbia, in Great Britain, and many 
other places, you see people being punished simply for trying to uphold their Christian 
worldview. Doctors and nurses and medical people are being increasingly threatened with
their livelihoods if they don't perform abortions, and Christian photographers and florists 
and all of these things, these people have been under power of the state in these 
Democartically controlled areas, are being punished for their beliefs to obscene penalties 
for not wanting to participate in the affirmation of homosexual marriage, for example. 

And that's what lies ahead if the Democratic Party has their way. That's what's going to 
become of all of us. If you look at the Democratically controlled states like California and
New York and all of that, you can see what the future of the country is. In terms of 
abortion up to the moment of birth, if you don't get them the first time, we'll give you a 
couple hours afterwards to let the kid die. In terms of the way of the school curriculum 
that they want to impose and teaching obscene things at an elementary school level. And 
the time is going to come if they have their way, there is no doubt that homeschooling 
will be threatened because anything that creates a pocket of resistance must be crushed 
and eliminated. That is the way they operate and you can see it on a state level. I don't see
any way that a thinking Christian can vote for a Democratic candidate.

Now I realize that's a really bold statement but I want to give you some context. I said 
that my point was this is a matter of truth. It's not a matter of party politics to me, and I 
can prove that my position is not based on party politics, that I'm not a Republican pastor.
That's not what I am at all because in 2012 I publicly opposed the election of Mitt 
Romney who was a Republican, and the ground upon which I opposed his election and 
said that I would not vote for him was because he was a Mormon, and I was desperately 
concerned that the evangelical Christians affirming him and if he was elected it would 
have institutionalized that cult as an acceptable form of truth and it would have elevated 
and it would have made the cause of truth much more difficult, it would have legitimized 
a cult that is leading men to hell. 

Page 14 of 18



And so my point, my point is I'm looking at these things and I want to evaluate my own 
vote by what is going to be less detrimental to truth. It's not like Republicans are going to 
be a stalwart for Christian virtues or values or anything like that, it's just that it's less bad. 
And sometimes in life, we don't get good options, we just have a really bad option and an
even worse option. Sometimes we're left with the choice of what the less worse option is 
and that which is going to do the least amount of damage to the cause of truth while we 
have time to proclaim it. 

And so if this gets out, I'm gonna get a lot of criticism for that, but someone asked. I 
wanted to give you an honest answer. It's about policies. We have to evaluate this in 
terms of what will be the policy consequences of this election. The personalities and the 
faults and sins of the individual candidates pale in comparison to that and we can say that
because we believe in the providence of God. It's really only two choices. I think it's 
foolish to waste your vote on a candidate that has no chance of being elected and so you 
just have to say, "These are the two choices I have. God, have mercy on me. This is the 
one that I think is going to do the least amount of damage, and trusting in Your mercy, 
trusting in Your sovereign direction, Your sovereign providence, you know, I hold my 
nose and I pull the lever." And then I go on and I step out of the voting booth and I say, 
"Okay, God's still in control no matter what happens. I'm going to heaven when I die. I 
can live a joyful life regardless of what the outcome of this is."

Spencer. Thank you for that, and we can apply these concepts not to just presidential 
elections but any election.

Don. Yeah, that's true.

Spencer. So I want to try and bring it back to something a little less dark.

Don. Dark? I thought I shed light on that. Let me restate my answer, then.

Spencer. So earlier you spoke about truth as a family and as a body, and how long we've 
been around and we've seen families come and families go, how are we to react or behave
when families leave our body and, you know, go somewhere else?

Don. Yeah, that's a really hard question in some ways. I think a couple of things are 
helpful. One is to realize that it's to be expected. You know, people come, people go. 
Maybe they relocate, in which case, you know, when Don and Marty Bellamy left, to my,
you know, to my everlasting sorrow, you know, they were going off to retire, we 
recognized them and we sent them out with our love and our blessing. Sometimes people 
leave and it surprises us. They've been with us for a long time and then just, boom, 
they're gone, you don't see them anymore, and the question is what do we do with that? 
Sometimes people, you know, will ask, "Well, should I pursue them and how far should I
pursue them," and all of that. 

Let me just give you a couple of things of perspective on that but, first, I want you to 
know what my heart is on the people that come through the doors to Truth Community 
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Church, okay? It would be my desire, it would be my heart that everyone that comes in 
through those doors in sincerity and with a sincere spirit, a contributing spirit, I would 
want everyone to stay. I would want everyone to stay. I never want anybody to leave, 
especially members. I never want that but I recognize that for whatever reason people 
make decisions and they want to move on. When they do that, the elders will often reach 
out to them, usually will reach out to them, try to interact with them. Sometimes they'll 
refuse to do that, but once they've made their decision, it's our responsibility as elders and
even as congregation to let them go. That's within their prerogative to do.

A couple of things that I would encourage you to do. It's perfectly fine for you to contact 
them, send them a note, you know, say, "Hey, we miss you. I've missed seeing you." Or 
whatever, to be mindful of that. It's okay to approach us as elders, say, "Yeah, can you 
tell me anything about Sally and Tom? You know, I haven't seen them." We're happy to 
engage those discussions to whatever degree of transparency we can. So you don't have 
to wonder in the dark about what's happening, you know, there are ways to find out and 
it's fine to reach out to them, but I think that you need to do it with a sense, a little bit of a
sense of boundaries in that I would encourage you not to probe real deeply, "Well, why 
are you leaving?" You know, if they've chosen not to tell us, you know, that's, again that's
within their prerogative. I wouldn't try to probe too much. 

Just let them know that you miss them and that's enough, and at the same time there's a 
boundary coming the other direction. A lot of this stuff doesn't bubble up into the whole 
public life of the church but I see a lot of it unfortunately is people want to justify their 
decisions and they, you know, they'll be happy to tell you what's wrong with Truth 
Community Church. If a conversation starts to go that direction, I would just encourage 
you to say, "You know what? Let's not go there. You know what? I'm happy at our 
church. I love our church. I love the people of our church. I would rather not hear that." 
And just protect the boundaries of it and not let somebody that has left kind of inject that 
kind of negative stuff, I had another noun in mind but I'll leave it out. You don't need 
that. It's not edifying to go into that and it's been disappointing to me to see some people 
leave who've tried to do that and have tried to make their agenda known. Nothing that has
occurred in the life of Truth Community Church justifies anybody doing that and I'm just 
being really candid with you. I'll get criticized for saying that. There are people who 
criticize me gladly. That comes with the territory. 

But it just isn't like that here and so I just encourage you, you can show them your love 
but you don't need to keep pursuing them and you shouldn't, in my judgment, we should 
not try to hound them and, "Come back. Come back. Come back." No, that's not what we 
should do. They had their reasons, we can respect that, we can love them as they go, we 
can commit them to the Lord in prayer, but to try to bring them back and to put pressure 
on them when they've made their choice known is probably not a place that we should go.

It's hard in a church like ours. You know what? It was a whole lot easier at Grace 
Community Church, you know, where there were 7,000 people in our database and 
2,500-2,800 people in every service. If somebody leaves in that environment, you know, 
no one really notices. But here we're close. We know each other. You know, we know 
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each other and so when somebody leaves, we notice and that's hard. I think it helps to 
remember that, you know, this is a voluntary activity and if somebody says this isn't for 
me anymore, we can respect that, tell them that we love them, that we'll miss them, 
commit them to the Lord and focus on, you know, focus on the people who are here that 
do stay. That's a principle of my ministry that I learned very early on, is that I'm going to 
devote my time to people who want to be a part of the ministry, and I'm not going to 
chase after people who have made it plain that they don't. You know, it's better and far 
more productive to devote time to people who are receptive rather than trying to convince
people who are not. Because we believe in the sovereignly of God, that the flock belongs 
to Christ, these are his people to one degree or another, we can just commit them to the 
Lord and trust the Lord for what he does. 

You know, these are hard things to talk about but one of the reasons that I like the Q&A 
is it gives us an opportunity to talk about these issues that everybody thinks about but it's 
never quite right to talk about from the pulpit in the course of a sermon. And by the way, 
I'll say this, excuse me, there were enough unanswered questions that if you guys want to 
express to Andrew or Dane that you'd like another Q&A like this, let them know and we 
can schedule another one. There were a lot of questions that we didn't answer. If this is 
helpful, I'm happy to do it again. The foundation of our ministry is always going to be 
pulpit teaching but sometimes things like this can be really helpful and if you found this 
helpful, let those guys know and, you know, we'll see what we can do about doing 
another one sometime.

Spencer. So I want to talk about new faces that come to Truth. I am not the kind of 
person that will just walk in, "Hi, I'm Spencer. How are you? Where are you from? 
What's your name?" That kind of thing. What are some suggestions that you can give us 
who, for us folks who are not like that, who are just bubbling and can just walk up to 
somebody and start talking, how do we interact with these new faces that come to Truth 
without scaring them?

Don. I think you go up to them and you say, "Hi, I'm Spencer. Are you new?" Okay, this 
isn't hard. This isn't hard.

Spencer. Not the answer I was expecting.

Don. Just....what's that?

Spencer. That's not the answer I was expecting.

Don. Yeah, see, it wasn't, you can see this wasn't scripted, right? I left him speechless. 
That's good. I would just say a couple of things. We've got some people that are very 
outgoing and I'm very grateful for those of you that are like that because it does help 
create an atmosphere. But if you see somebody sitting around, you know, to make the 
effort, say, "Hi. I haven't seen you here before, you know, are you new here?" And just 
kind of get that little bit of information, you know, and introduce yourself, and you know,
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if they say, "Well, I'm Elizabeth Conley," you know, you know that you've really been 
too isolated here because everybody should know Elizabeth, right?

Also I would say this that you can feel free to do, you can feel free to say, "Would you 
like me to introduce you to our pastor? Would you like me to introduce you to one of our 
elders?" And to introduce them to other people. Say, "Let me introduce you to my friend 
Sam over here." So that people just start to have multiple connections and there are 
multiple people that recognize them hopefully the next time that they come, and so that it 
becomes something that corporately we're doing, we're doing it together, if everyone does
it within our circle of four or five people that we see new, you know, then we kind of 
cover everybody that way and make people know that we're glad that they're here.

Then next week, if you see them again, that's really the key, it's the second time, say, 
"Oh, didn't we talk last week? You know, hello." Or take them to Sid S. and Sid will 
encourage them with his love and kindness and outgoing nature. Tim Stanford will care 
for them. You know, just make other introductions so that people get to know each other 
and start to feel at home.

Spencer. So you alluded to it, I'm gonna sneak in one last question. You alluded to it 
earlier that we have a lot of questions that we didn't get to answer and a lot of those 
questions were around marriage and family relations and just relationships in general, so 
what do we do to get those questions answered?

Don. Like I say, let us know if you would like a session on that and we can, you know, 
we can certainly set that up. I mean, this is great attendance for a Tuesday night. There's a
lot of people here which is very encouraging to me. Just take the affirmative step of 
saying, "Yeah, I liked this. This was helpful," so that we know. You don't have to say 
anything if you didn't think it was helpful, you know, if nobody says anything I'll say, 
"Okay, we're in Psalm 103 next week," or whatever. 

So, Spencer, thank you for the excellent job of your interview. It's okay to express your 
appreciation to Spencer.

Thanks for listening to Pastor Don Green from Truth Community Church in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. You can find church information, Don's complete sermon library and other helpful 
materials at thetruthpulpit.com. This message is copyrighted by Don Green. All rights 
reserved.
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