
Classic Old testament Passages 
Instructions on Loving One Another 

Exodus 20:12–18 
 
 

Exodus 20:18 - And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the 
noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, 
they removed, and stood afar off. 

Moses is on Mount Sinai and receives two tables of stone from God!  

It’s time for this group of people that God has called His own to be defined and 
distinct. 

What is expected of them? 

How are they to behave? 

What are to be their priorities?  

To answer these two questions God would give them instructions on two key 
areas: 

How to Love God - Commandments 1-4 - Table One.  

How to Love each other - Commandments 5-10 - Table Two.  

These two tables sum up the expectations God has for His people. 

I. Honor the Family 

Exodus 20:12  
12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land 
which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 

The fifth commandment enjoins respect (honor) of parents.  

It implies obedience and submission to them (cf. Eph. 6:1–2). The promise of 
longevity that accompanies the command (live long) refers to duration as a nation 
in covenant relationship with God (in the land the Lord your God is giving you) 
rather than a lengthened lifespan for each obedient individual.  

Cursing one’s parents, tantamount to repudiating their authority, was a capital 
offense (Ex. 21:17; Lev. 20:9; Prov. 20:20). 

The family structure was foundational to loving each other. 



It clear from the NT that it was part of the NT church as well. 

Obedience and respect must be a part of a loving family unit. 

Ephesians 6:1–2 - Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 2 
Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 

This means obey: 

• Even If you don’t agree. 
• Even If you’re not sure why.  
• Even If they don’t deserve it. 

Unless it involves some moral sin or something that can cause physical damage, 
children should obey and respect their parents. 

• We are to revere our parents. 
• This solidifies one’s position.  
• They are the foundation for all your learning and instruction. 
• Without this command there is not a family structure and everything falls 

apart. 
• God is a God of order not disorder.  
• The family order must be respected and obeyed. 
• This respect and order put a large responsibility on the parents to lead in 

way that is deserving and obedient to God.  
• To love each other we must respect the family by obedience. 

II. Protect and Honor Life  

Exodus 20:13 - Thou shalt not kill. 

God alone is the Lord of life from its beginning to its end: no one can under any 
circumstance claim for himself the right directly to destroy an innocent human 
being. 

“The deliberate murder of an innocent person is gravely contrary to the dignity of 
the human being, to the golden rule, and to the holiness of the Creator.  

We are created in God’s image and the taking of a life is strictly forbidden.” 

In Bible times the heathen nations practiced human sacrifices and they were 
cursed by God for its practice.  

The human person is made in the image and likeness of God and, therefore, has 
an inalienable dignity and worth.  



However, this sacredness rests fundamentally on the fact that every human 
person is freely created by God out of love in order to share eternal life in 
communion with God. In other words, the human person is sacred because the 
human person is both made by God and made for God. 

To express love for God is to forbid the taking of another life. 

Psalm 139:13 - For thou hast possessed my reins: Thou hast covered me in my 
mother’s womb. 

How can we love one another if we don’t first respect all life? 

Next, loving one anther – means to honor the marriage covenant. 

III. Honor the Marriage Covenant  

Exodus 20:14 - Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

To love is to commit exclusively to your life marriage partner. To violate this 
covenant is to hate the other person. Adultery often causes lasting damage that 
no amount of repentance can undo. It is extremely hurtful to the spouse. It often 
leads to divorce and leaves the marriage partners embittered, disillusioned and 
financially poorer. It robs the children of the love and security of a healthy family 
and denies them a good role model for their own future marriages.  

Children from families where there is conflict and/or divorce are more prone to 
anxiety, poor school performance, drug abuse and delinquent behavior.  

How can you love someone when you have given yourself sexually to someone 
outside the marriage? 

In Jerimiah’s time look what is said:  

Jeremiah 7:9 - Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and 
burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not;  

The oneness or unity between a man and his wife is a picture of the relationship 
of God to the believer. 

Ephesians 5:25  - Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it; 

Proverbs 6:32 - But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh 
understanding: He that doeth it destroyeth his own soul. 
 



Loving one another also means to: 

IV. Respect Private Property  

Exodus 20:15 - Thou shalt not steal. 

This is not hard to understand: 

1. Someone who takes something that doesn't belong to them is a thief. 
2. Walk into a bank and demand money, and you are a bank robber. 
3. Slip something into your pocket in a store without paying for it, you are a 

shoplifter. 

 God said, "Thou shalt not steal!" 

Nevertheless, this commandment has come to be interpreted, especially in non-
Jewish traditions, as the unauthorized taking of private property (stealing or 
theft), which is a wrongful action already prohibited elsewhere. 

We show love by respecting other people’s property.  

Loving one another also means we must… 

V. Trust in Truth  

Exodus 20:16 - Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 

A false witness is a liar!  

Psalm 101:7 - He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: He that 
telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight. 

Proverbs 6:16–17 - These six things doth the LORD hate: Yea, seven are an 
abomination unto him: 17 A proud look, a lying tongue, And hands that shed 
innocent blood, 

• You cannot love one another if you lie to each other. 
• It hurts your relationship. 
• It breaks down trust between each other.  
• It does not manifest love.   

Mark Twain said, “If you tell the truth you don't have to remember anything,” 
meaning if you tell a lie you have to remember what lie you told to who. 

Finally, to love one another is to: 



V. Accept Your Position  

Exodus 20:17 - Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his 
ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s. 

This is the foundation of all the others  

• Accept who you are.  
• Where you came from. 
• Your financial position.  
• Your background. 

Do not desire in your heart or covet that which does not belong to you .. 

Think about it how many of the other 10 commandments are directly related to 
violating this one? 

• Lying  
• Murder 
• Stealing  
• Adultery 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 - He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he 
that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity. 
 

Questions  

1. Why did God give a tablet of instructions on how to love? 
2. Why is loving one another contrary to our natural tendency? 
3. Why is honoring you parents connected to love?  Why is it the first 

commandment with promise? 
4. How is dishonoring your parents viewed by scripture? 
5. Why should we respect human life?  
6. Committing adultery is an act of betrayal between the husband and wife. 

How is this commandment similar to commandments #1 and #2? 
7. Why should we respect other’s property? Why is violation of this a 

rejection of God? 
8. Why is lying so hurtful to others? 
9. To covet is to desire something you do not presently possess. Why is this 

dangerous and hurtful? How does this lead to other sins?  
 



 


