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Introduction:  The questions of ultimate authority and man's purpose for existence are declared by God 
in these opening verses of the Bible.  The creator has rights to his creation.  Copyright and patent laws 
bear testimony to this self-evident truth.  Therefore God has rights over His creation, hence He is the 
final authority for everything.  How does man fit in?  Genesis tells us very clearly:  man was made by 
God for God.  There could be no higher purpose.

1. This historical inspired account of creation is fundamental to all human life and endeavor.  But 
many are disparaging its content, twisting it to their own destruction.  Whoever tampers with the 
plain truth taught here opens Pandora's box.  Do you remember Pandora?

2. Think of the many popular errors of our day:  polytheism, dualism, the eternity of matter, the 
evil of matter, astrology and nihilism (history is empty of meaning).  The literal account of Creation 
stands as a fortress against each and every one of these lies.

3. The LORD created the heavens and the earth as part of His singular purpose and plan.  "In 
the beginning" implicitly anticipates, "in the end" and all the events in between.  It was God's plan to 
create an habitation for man, establishing His Kingdom upon the entire globe of the Earth, Isaiah 
45:18-19.  (Tohu is used in v18 & 19).  His plan shall be accomplished, Revelation 21:1-8;  22:1-5.  Do
not fail to notice that on the first day light was created without the sun, moon and stars and on the final
day there will be light without need of the sun, moon or stars, Revelation 21:22-27;  22:5.  Your 
eschatology must begin with Genesis 1:1, for the purpose of the Creator in creation is the same 
purpose of the Savior in recreation!  See Isaiah 42:5.

4. The first and second verses of Genesis One are variously rendered into English and the 
meanings of these various rendering are often of tremendous significance.  NAS says, "In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth. And the earth ..."  NIV says, "In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth ..."  NEB says, "In the beginning of creation, when 
God made heaven and earth, the earth ..."  1599GB and the AV say, "In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth.  And the earth ..."  Which of these is correctly translating the inspired Hebrew 
text?  What does it matter?  We would agree with the NAS, 1599GB and the AV, but the NIV and NEB
are playing very loose with the inspired Hebrew.

5. The NIV would have verse 2 begin with "now" rather than "and."  The Hebrew uses the 
waw-consecutive throughout Genesis 1 and it can not be translated, "now."  By this mistranslation the 
door is open to those who would wish to place a gap between verse 1 and verse 2.  These teachers 
would say that an age could come between these two verses and it is in this age that they would 
generally locate the rebellion of Satan and his casting down to Earth.  Thereupon he began to destroy 
God's work and made of the earth chaos and waste.

6. The NEB changes the absolute, "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth," to a 
subordinate clause, "In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was 
without form and void ..."  Here we find the denial of creation ex nihilo but rather when God created 
the heavens and the earth, the earth already was in existence but in a desperate form.

7.    "And the earth was formless (tohu) and void (va/bohu), v2"  The preterit verb here should 
be translated "was" and not "became."  Hence the idea of ages between verses 1 and 2 is not 
sustained by the Hebrew.  The words tohu and bohu do not signify laying waste but rather a wasteland 
not yet capable of sustaining life,  Isaiah 34:11, desolation and emptiness;  Jeremiah 4:23;  



8. "And darkness was over the surface (lit. face) of the deep, v2"  This is the third statement 
describing the condition of the earth as it had been created by the eternal Triune God, v1.  It was not 
yet a fit place for man to dwell but God would make it to be so in six days.

9. "And the Spirit of God, v2"  thus we are introduced to the third person of the Trinity.   
Scripture ascribes creation to the Holy Spirit, Genesis 1:2; Psalm 33:6; Job 26:13; 33:4; Psalm 104:30;
to the Son, Psalm 33:6; John 1:3; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Colossians 1:15-16;  and to the Father, 
Revelation 4:11; Genesis 1:1, 26-27.

10. "Was moving, v2"  What was the Holy Spirit doing?  The word used here is also used in 
Deuteronomy 32:11.  The picture is of the powerful, mature eagle training its young to fly.  It is 
actively at work to mature and bring to fullness its brood.  So the Holy Spirit is actively working 
preserving and preparing an habitation for man.  He is instantly ready to perform what the Word 
commands.  We generally think of the self-revelation of God's eternity and His power in our verses.  
But we should also see the revelation of His love.

11. The first condition of life is light.  And God creates the light on this first day and separates it 
from the darkness, v3-4.  What elements comprised the first day,v5?  Evening (darkness), v2, and 
morning (light), v3.  There being no gap between verses 1 and 2, and verse 3 starting with the Hebrew 
waw-consecutive thus connecting it with the absolute clause preceding, we must arrive at the 
understanding that Day One comprises the events of verses 1-5.

12. We must see the parallel between Genesis 1, in which God prepares a habitation for us, and 
John 14:2-3, in which Jesus goes to prepare a habitation for us.  Then its fulfillment upon this earth, 
cleansed and renewed, Revelation 21:1-8.

13. How ought the contemplation of the Triune God's work of creation affect you?  The 
psalmist models this very exercise and response in Psalm 33.  You ought to be full of joy and gratitude 
toward God, v1-2.  You ought to stand in awe before Him, v8.  You ought to acknowledge that His 
tender eye is upon you in love, v18.  He ought to be your hope, v18, 22.  You ought to rejoice and trust 
in Him, v21.


