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God’s grace and mercy expressed through Christ are the motivating factors for living 

godly lives. 

I. Unsaved humanity lives in a terrible and pathetic state. (v. 3) 

A. We do not understand the truth. 

The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no 

one who does good. (Psalm 14:1) 

 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but 

their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. (Romans 1:21) 

 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. (1 Corinthians 1:18) 

 

The heart of the wise inclines to the right, but the heart of the fool to the left. (Ecclesiastes 10:2) 

 

B. We do not obey God. 

To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is 

pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. They claim to know God, but by 

their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good. 

(Titus 1:15-16) 

 

C. We are easily led astray from the right path. 

For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and 

flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. (Romans 16:18) 

 

For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the 

commandment put me to death. (Romans 7:11) 

 

There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death. (Proverbs 14:12) 

 

See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 

from the living God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that 

none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. (Hebrews 3:12-13) 

 

…that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. (Revelation 

12:9b) 



 

Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. (2 Corinthians 11:14b) 

 

D. We are slaves to sinful desires.  

When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, 

nor does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own 

evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is 

full-grown, gives birth to death. (James 1:13-15) 

 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 

disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. 

How can you say that we shall be set free?” 

Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no 

permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you 

will be free indeed. (John 8:31-36) 

 

Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves 

of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, 

which leads to righteousness? When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of 

righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? 

Those things result in death! (Romans 6:16, 20-21) 

 

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each 

of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in 

passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God… (1 Thessalonians 4:3-5) 

 

E. We wish evil on others because they have things we want. 

But now, put off all such things as anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive language from your 

mouth. (Colossians 3:8) 

 

Live as free people, not using your freedom as a pretext for evil, but as God’s slaves. (1 Peter 

2:16) 

 

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and 

witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and 

envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this 

will not inherit the kingdom of God. (Galatians 5:19-21) 

 

They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full 

of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice… (Romans 1:19) 

 

F. We are marked not merely by lack of love, but active hatred toward others. 



This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 

judgment: In this world we are like Jesus… We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims 

to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and 

sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And he has given us 

this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. (1 John 4:17, 19-

21) 

 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, 

love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your 

Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are 

not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you 

doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:43-48) 

 

…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… (Romans 3:23) 

 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(Romans 6:23) 

 

“Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and 

the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. 

Now which of them will love him more?” 

Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.  

Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into 

your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and 

wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, 

has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on 

my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. 

But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” (Luke 7:41-47) 

 

“Believers lose patience with the lost when they forget their own pasts.” -Moody Bible 

Commentary 

 

So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in 

the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the 

life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. Having 

lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind 

of impurity, and they are full of greed. (Ephesians 4:17-19) 

 

I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. (John 10:10b) 

 



II. Christ’s coming (the incarnation) gave us the opportunity for a new kind of life. (v. 

4a) 

 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing 

that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? (Romans 2:4) 

 
 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

 

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. (Titus 2:11) 
 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you 

followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now 

at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying 

the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 

deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 

saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 

Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 

grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:1-7) 

 

III. Our salvation is not (and cannot be) based on our own good works. (v. 5a) 

All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 

(Isaiah 64:6a) 

 

As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; (Romans 3:10) 

 

“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the 

good news!” (Mark 1:15) 

 

“For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with 

Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith 

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, 

for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” (Galatians 2:19-

21) 

 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, 

through the law we become conscious of our sin. (Romans 3:20) 

 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 

IV. God did not treat us as our sins deserve. (v. 5b) 



But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us. (Romans 5:8) 

 

But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything 

back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is 

kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. (Luke 6:35-36) 

 

What if God, although choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great 

patience the objects of his wrath—prepared for destruction? What if he did this to make the 

riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for 

glory— even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 

(Romans 9:22-24) 

 

Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor 

thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 

God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-

11) 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who 

through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 

revealed in the last time. In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 

have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of 

your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result 

in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you 

love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 

inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of 

your souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9) 

 

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 

redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the 

precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  He was chosen before the creation 

of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in 

God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. (1 

Peter 1:18-21) 

 

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do 

not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of 

yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who 

have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of 



righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but 

under grace. (Romans 6:11-14) 


