
A Neon Sign From God (Biblical Sexuality Sunday) - Romans 1:14-32 1-15-23 
 So often in recent decades Christians get caught up in trying to see signs from God. 
Where is God leading me? What is God doing? What is He trying to tell me? Often there is a 
detachment from living life and the living Word of God when it comes to these situations. We 
live life looking for these signs in so many things in a pretty mystical way with either the 
Scriptures shut or where we go to the Scriptures as secondary and see what we want to see in the 
Scriptures to support our desires. In an atmosphere that has already been compromised in what 
the Scriptures say we can easily dismiss what God says and how that applies to discerning the 
times that we live in. God is always at work. His providence, the detailed working out of His 
plan, is always necessary to notice. His justice and mercy are always presently active within 
history. Our duty is to know what He is doing, what we are doing, and how those go together. 
 What’s the situation today? Or do we not know? Is God pleased and showing that in what 
He is doing in this nation or is He not pleased and showing that in what He is doing in this 
nation? How are we going to know which it is? Are there proper signs rooted in Scripture, so that 
we can know the answer as we look out at this nation? There are bright neon signs and we are 
going to see one today. So we pray by God’s mercy we will be able to know what’s going on and 
what we are to do.  
 In doing this we need to establish a couple things first from this text.  
 First, is this text just referring to God’s creation in just animals, mountains, and the sky, 
and that’s what has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made in the proof that 
humanity knows that God exists or does it go deeper? Those aspects of God’s creation are 
definitely a major part of it, but it goes deeper. As Romans 2 addresses the conscience of the 
Gentiles who do not have the law, but are a law to themselves, because the law is written on their 
hearts in a natural way, that reiterates what our Romans 1 text says. They know that God exists, 
because they know who they are. They have been made by God and they know it. They have 
been made to honor God and thank God in His creation of them, but they act contrary to that. All 
through the rest of this text is the conscience of man and woman in active rebellion against the 
God they know exists. In the things that they do in unrighteousness that show that they know 
Him. Their conscience proves it in how they try to change what He has made when 
unrighteousness progresses.  
 In this rebellion they’ve exchanged the truth of God for a lie and they’ve worshipped and 
served themselves instead of Him. This is the second thing we need to establish from this text. 
When we reject the truth of God, the truth that is His and comes from Him, then lies 
automatically come in to fill that void. When the truth is absent there is always error in its place. 
There is no floating around in the waters of neutrality. God is the one who possesses truth and 
gives truth, so if someone does not accept His truth then they are living according to their self-
willed opinion, whether intentionally or ignorantly. That self-willed opinion is the root definition 
of what heresy is. And heresy is the opposite of what is true, what is orthodox, which comes 
from God. So if we know that there is no such thing as neutrality, then if you do not agree with 
what God says on any given subject then you are believing a lie from somewhere else. That 
disagreement will affect our lives. And the more fundamental the lie the more it will spread to 
other beliefs and behaviors.  



 These established foundations of truth and conscience are so crucial in what we talk 
about today. These enable us to see rightly what this neon sign from God says. The Scriptures are 
to be the lens through which we see and understand the world. As that is done we look at our 
nation and, based upon God’s Word, it has a neon sign above it that says, “Judgment.” This 
judgment wasn’t so heavy previously, but it has increased just as the increase of judgment is 
evident in this passage. Why this judgment and what was the increase? 
 The starting point is the unrighteousness of man in our sinful rebellion before God by 
nature. In this sense, every single person when they come into the world are under the judgment 
of God. We suppress the truth about knowing God in our unrighteousness and we all are without 
excuse for that. Because of this the increase comes when we do not honor God or give thanks to 
Him and as that happens then we become futile, vain, aimless, perverted, in our thinking and our 
foolish, unwise, undiscerning, morally defective hearts are darkened further. While we claim to 
be wise, we become fools instead. This is all of us in our sin nature, but this compounds the more 
we go on in turning away from God. Only by God’s grace can we be delivered from that. 
Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.” 
 The context in which Romans 1 speaks heavily in is knowing that God has made us and 
we can just look at who we are naturally, physically, and understand that. Now, this does not 
mean that we can come to a saving knowledge of Jesus through God’s physical creation, but it is 
one aspect that can lead us down that road, if God so chooses. But if we reject the natural 
creation of God in making us who we are, particularly here as we will get to, in male and female 
for a reason, then we are defenseless before the judgment seat of God. We are to give Him honor 
and thanks for creating us the way He has, but often times we don’t, and so the judgment 
increases. This increase happens especially in community terms, in national terms, when a 
people as a society do not give God honor and thanks.  
 This happened for us when modernism became a prevailing worldview and when 
evolution became a stated “fact.” The modernist worldview, which was a fruit of the French 
Revolution, sought to undermine tradition, which meant questioning biblical truth, any biblical 
notion of ethics, and how life should be lived. This was a “liberation” from foundational 
religious and moral principles that undergirded life and society. This was a radical approach to 
reestablish life, art, politics, and science through this modernist lens. This was the intent to break 
any restraints that restricted people’s thought of human freedom. This push was aggressive in 
separating themselves from what had been established previously. So knowing that everything 
has the connection to God we can see how this movement embodied the rebellion toward God 
that did not honor Him or give Him thanks. This movement sought to do the exact opposite and 
in many ways intentionally so. It was a deliberate push against the truth from God and truth 
about God.  
 A driving component of this modernism was the rise of evolutionary beliefs that really 
got its start with Charles Darwin in the mid-1800’s. This was an encouragement, if you will, for 
where modernism was going. When you take God out of the equation of creating, then it is only 
natural that man would then seek to dismantle anything that had God as Creator and Authority. 
So when we know that these prevailing ideologies were happening we can see the 
unrighteousness of man revealing its rebellion more and God responding with increased 



judgment. You can hear this clearly in verses 21-23, “21For although they knew God, they did 
not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened. 22Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 
things.” These ideologies that were permeating society gave rise to evolution being taught in 
public schools as “fact" while the truth of God was deliberately barred from those institutions. 
We saw one culmination of this that happened as a result of this stage of judgment in prayer 
being taken out of schools. These ideologies also broke down the biblical understanding of 
mankind in our human nature, so now men like Sigmund Freud started developing a humanistic 
approach to psychology. And part of his psychology was the expansion of human sexuality 
according to his worldview. Also, the individualistic mindset began to be pulled away from the 
family and the passions of the flesh became a place of exploration when we had no authority 
above us defining the purpose of our human sexuality in the context of family. And these roots of 
humanism, life without God, grew, which was active sinful rebellion.  
 If we continue in this increase of this rebellion, then what can happen? “24 Therefore 
God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves, 25because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and 
served the creature rather than the Creator.” “Therefore” tells us that there is an increase and an 
adding to what was previous, because of what was previous. And the previous was, for us, that 
modernism and that evolutionary theory that affected who we were as human beings and what 
life was in society in major ways. Now, God at any time can bring a dead rebellious sinner to life 
by His invincible grace, but there can come a point where He gives us over to ourselves. At this 
point this is where we see that happen. What started out as a general dishonoring and 
unthankfulness toward God as our Creator in our basic make-up then led to impurity and a 
dishonoring of our bodies among ourselves. Why does this happen? Again, “because they 
exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator.” The modernism, evolution, and more brought the sexual revolution, which makes 
complete sense when the standard of authoritative truth and the foundation for understanding 
sexuality is gone. Impurity from the lust of the heart, according to this passage and its main 
focus, is in the context of sexuality. And the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves 
makes this more clear before it’s even more clear in where it leads to. This began with an 
increase of the acceptance of sex outside of marriage. Birth control became a way of sexual 
freedom. Public nudity, impure literature, and pornography became industries that grew that 
fueled this sexual freedom. Also, the feminism that was already building took hold of this sexual 
freedom as a staple of female independence, which aided the entrance of abortion. Again, with 
all this, if we have a basic understanding of our history, we can read this passage and see our 
nation’s progress right there. We as sinful human beings want to be our own authority and when 
that idea is built up in a society, in a collective sense, then in no time it leads to this topic of 
sexuality, because this is one of the core elements of how God has made us male and female. It is 
a core element of society. But in our sinful rebellion we distort that so much. And this increase of 
that distortion shows God’s judgment on a nation.  
 The further progression is, “26For this reason [because of this progressing rebellion] God 
gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those 
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that are contrary to nature; 27and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and 
were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and 
receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.” From the sexual revolution came the 
homosexual revolution. Notice what this says, “natural relations,” “contrary to nature,” and 
“natural relations” again. In God’s creation He made male to be united to female physically and 
to be united in that way in the context of marriage. This is the natural course that God set up. 
These are the natural relations that God has instituted for man and woman. He created in this 
way for this purpose. That is natural. That is His created order. The other text that I was 
contemplating preaching on was Hebrews 13:4, “Let marriage be held in honor among all, and 
let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.” This 
is the same issue. It’s starts from something like the sexual revolution of dishonoring our bodies 
among ourselves and then it can easily go to when a man commits shameless acts with another 
man. When these things happen it is disorder and a sign of God’s judgment. When a women 
exchanges the same with each other it is a fundamental contradiction to their make-up and 
purpose and a sign of God’s judgment. And to bring back a fundamental point, we all know this. 
We all know who has created us and how He has created us. Yet when we choose to not give 
Him honor and thanks for our very biological make-up then this will happen where we get to this 
point going from a sexual revolution to a homosexual revolution. And a society that supports 
this, encourages this, legally approves this is a society that is actively under the deep judgment of 
God. Though there are overlaps between these stages of judgment, we can look at the historical 
timeline of America and see this progression and increase of judgment that started with 
something so basic as to not give God honor and thanks as Creator and Authority.   
 And while all this has been happening Christian truth has been minimized little by little 
and pushed out. The church has been progressively influenced in incremental steps to think like 
the world and act like the world. We allow a little compromise here and a little there and sooner 
or later it’s irrefutable by the sane that we have a major problem. It is self-willed opinions in 
disobedience compiled upon each other over time. This problem started with theological 
foundations that the church allowed to be taken away. The distortion and denial of God, of His 
Word, of Jesus and His work, of sin and salvation, of the structure and function of the church all 
got ransacked with theological liberalism all during this time of the mid-1800’s and on to now. 
And we are seeing its evil offspring, its wicked fruit in abundance now, because those 
foundations have been gone for a long time. Saying evolution can be compatible with Scripture, 
opening up the compromise of women to be pastors/elders and deacons, which directly led many 
churches to homosexuals and transgenders in those offices, allowing unregenerate membership 
to grow, compromising in abortion with partiality, and cowing down to a redefinition of what the 
separation of church and state meant were some of this fruit. The church invited these in, because 
the theological foundation had already withered away. All of what we’ve talked about from this 
text is the neon sign that so much of the church did not see or did not want to see. And we still 
don’t on both accounts. We are reaping what we’ve sown. Plus it has gotten so deep that we 
don’t know what to do about it.  
 God has given us over to these things and they have progressively become a part of our 
nation. “God gave them over” is an important repetition. This shows what our nature wants to do 
and what our nature will do when God pulls away His common grace in His justice. This third 
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giving over is, “since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind to do what ought not to be done” and then there is a long list of sin. And this comes back to 
knowing, by our conscience, what God’s righteous decrees are, because we all in a natural 
creational sense have His law written on our hearts, which fundamentally comes from our 
understanding of Him as Creator and Authority and His creating us male and female for His 
natural purposes. Sin is lawlessness and lawlessness builds as we reject what we know to be 
good, right, and true, even in a natural non-salvation way. The more it builds when there is no 
saving grace or when God has pulled His common grace away, then this leads to a debased mind, 
a depraved mind, delusion, a mind that operates contrary to what is honoring to God is such 
fundamental ways. We are seeing this so much now where we don’t know what a man or a 
woman is, we think abortion is a human right, we think violence is entertainment for children, 
we think we deserve whatever we want, we think we don’t have to work to eat, and so much 
more that are so obvious.  
 So we are at this point in our nation with this neon sign from God that we must see in 
light of our unrighteousness, especially regarding human sexuality that is right in step with this 
passage, but what do we do about it? We first repent of anything we’ve had a part in whether 
actively or in shrinking back from this day of adversity. Then we do the exact opposite of what 
this passage says. We honor God as Creator while we condemn the ideology of evolution for its 
war against our Creator. We thank Him for His beautiful natural work in making male and female 
and we embrace His purpose for male and female in their unity, what’s supposed to be our 
natural relations with one another, to be in faithful marriage, to not defile the marriage bed 
before and after marriage, and to be fruitful and multiply with abundant families under the 
deliberate marriage covenant life before God. In this we have strong biblical convictions that call 
for purity before marriage against all the urging of the world that says otherwise. We bring back 
biblical marriage counseling that is rooted in your marriage covenant as a binding covenant 
before God and each other that is an illustration of our covenant with God that should not be 
treated like superficial nominalism. We denounce the push for depopulation where many say to 
just have one child or none at all, because we need to look after the planet better. In response to 
that we build larger families in deliberate Christian communities. We bring glory to the immortal 
God, because he is the maker of all things, the sustainer of all things, and the authority over all 
things. We hold high the truth from God that’s about Him and we worship Him as the Supreme 
Creator He is. We work to undo the fruit of the sexual revolution by Christians bringing purity 
back into our entertainment, by parents addressing this with their children, so that they aren’t 
discipled by the world, by abolishing abortion, which includes abortifacients, which are 
substances or devices used to terminate an egg that has been fertilized, and by working toward a 
family revolution with love, joy, and self-control, to name a few things. From there we confront 
homosexuality, transgenderism, and everything else that will come up that is contrary to nature 
and natural relations. We press the conscience hard, because of passages like this that are all 
about the conscience where everyone knows God has created us distinctly male and female and 
for the reason of multiplication within the faithful marriage of one man and one woman. We live 
life with a hunger to acknowledge God in all of life with a sober, renewed mind to do what ought 
to be done under the Lordship of Christ and to turn away from what ought not to be done while 
growing in knowing His good and perfect will flowing with all manners of righteousness, 



goodness, contentment, thoughtfulness, preservation of life, agreement, and truthfulness. We are 
to be those that build up, that compliment in truth. We are lovers of God, respectful, humble, not 
conceited, supporters of what is truly good, obedient to parents, wise, faithful, those that care, 
civilized and merciful. In all this we are those who practice lawfulness in knowing that 
obedience to God’s righteous decrees from the new heart is the intended outcome of possessing 
eternal life. And we seek this holiness of life in humility while we call others to it as well by 
calling them to faith in Christ and to repentance of sin.


