
Prone to Wander 

Judges 2:11-23 

 

Overview of the book of Judges: 

 

Turn in your bibles to the book of Judges.  Judges historically covers the Israelites Occupation of the 

Promiseland.  Joshua is the conquest.  Judges is the occupation.  Last week and this week I am simply covering 

the intro to the book of judges which gives us the overall gist of what happens through the first 400 years of 

occupation and why.   

 

Last week we learned that they made a terrible mistake when they compromised God’s instructions for 

occupation.  It was a mistake that would prove to plague them and their descendents for many generations.  

What was that mistake?  The did not drive out the Canaanites from the land.  And they failed to educate their 

children spiritually and they lost their children and grand children to the world around them.   

 

Todays reading is going to overlap a little of last week’s text but today we are going to see how God responded 

to the rejection of His will and His instructions. 

 

Read Judges 2:11-23 

 

So what is described here is how Israel went through cycles of rebellion, judgment, deliverance, faithfulness, 

and rebellion, judgment, deliverance and faithfulness….etc. This was the general description of the spiritual 

cycles of faithfulness and unfaithfulness.    

 

Then chapters 3-16 the specific stories of these cycles in various regions of the land.  And something that may 

be interesting to know and something most of us probably never knew was the way these chapters (3-16) are 

layed out is not chronological but geographical. 

 

Cycles of Judgment by Region: 

South: 3:7 – 31 

Northern 4:1-5:31 

Central 6:1-10:5 

Eastern 10:6- 12:15 

Western 13-16 

 

There may have been faithfulness in one region while another region was under divinely orchestrated 

oppression.  But the bottom line is that the whole nation succumbed to Canaanite influence, compromise and 

idolatry and apostasy. 

 

So what is the author telling us by the way he has introduced this book?   

1) Compromise left a wicked culture in place ch 1 

2) Lack of spiritual training gave way to generation that did not know God. 

3) A Godless generation gave way to cyclical spirituality. 

4) without divinely appointed leadership the sheep wander 

 

Our spiritual nature is so weak that we cannot faithfully follow God without outside help.  In the absence of 

such of divinely appointed godly human leaders God’s people are prone to wonder.  Hence the title of my 

message: Prone to Wander. 

 

Now I want you to turn in your bibles to the end of the book of Judges where a key statement is repeated several 

times.   

http://www.zondervanbiblesearch.com/ResultsPassage.aspx?Passage=Judges+2%3a11-23


In the introduction of the key statement is “but they did not drive out the Canaanites.” At the end there is 

another narrative comment that stands out.  And each of these verses I’m going to show you opens up another 

story of unfaithfulness. 

 

Judges 17:6  In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes.  

Judges 18:1 In those days there was no king of Israel; ….  

Judges 19:1  Now it came about in those days, when there was no king in Israel, … 

Judges 21:25  In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.  

 

This is a cue that the author is trying to say something to his readers. Now before I comment on this I’d like to 

take you to one more passage in the bible that will help us understand what is being communicated by this 

statement: “In those days there was no king in Israel.” 

 

Turn in your bible to 1 Samuel 8:4.  The book of Samuel covers the overlap between the time of the judges and 

into the years of King Saul, the first King of Israel.  Samuel was one of the judges and likely the one who wrote 

the book of judges. 

 

1 Samuel 8:4-8 (NASB)   Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah; 5and 

they said to him, "Behold, you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for 

us to judge us like all the nations." 6But the thing was displeasing in the sight of Samuel when they said, "Give 

us a king to judge us." And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7And the LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of 

the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from 

being king over them. 8"Like all the deeds which they have done since the day that I brought them up from 

Egypt even to this day-- in that they have forsaken Me and served other gods-- so they are doing to you also.  

 

So what is being shown is that these cycles of unfaithfulness is not so much because there was no man ruling as 

king but because God’s people just can seem to be faithful to God without some kind of visible, accountable, 

human leader.  We see this from Mt. Sinai forward until they finally admit we can’t do this without human 

leadership.    

 

God wanted to be their king.  God wanted his people to be different than all the rest of the world and have God 

be their provider, protector and leader.  He wanted to be their king.  But it just wasn’t in them to follow God 

that way.  It seems like with our sin nature being what it is that God’s people just tend to wander around in 

spiritual deserts and into sin and into idolatry and forgetting about the Lord without some kind of divinely 

appointed and empowered human leader to shepherd them. 

 

So he gave them human kings.  And one in particular stands out from the rest.  Who is that?  King David-The 

shepherd king.  God promised that one of David’s descendants would establish and eternal dynasty. 

 

Who was that?  Christ, the king of kings and the good shepherd.  God in his desire to be our king left heaven 

and became our human visible king and the good shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. 

 

But when he left this earth he left the flock in the care of human shepherds.  Not a king but shepherds.  The 

early church was given the apostles when Jesus left.  And pastors and elders were established in the churches 

and tasked with providing that shepherd presence for the keeping of God’s ever prone to wander flock. 

 

Isaiah said it like this: Isaiah 53:6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him (Christ) the iniquity of us all. (NIV)    

  

The writer of the old hymn “Come thou Fount of Every Blessing” wrote: 3
rd

 stanza 



O to grace how great a debtor Daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above. 

This pour soul writes a song where he is pleading with God to keep his wandering heart bound to His Lord. 

 

Can you relate to this?  I sure can.  And better yet Christ already knows and understands our need for 

shepherding influence in his absence.  Remember that famous conversation with Peter?  John 21:15-17 

 

God had to leave heaven to start rounding up wandering sheep and then he entrusted his flock to shepherds.  He 

gives a special anointing and calling upon shepherds.  Extra grace otherwise it would just be the blind leading 

the blind.   

 

But those of us here that God has graced with a shepherding anointed and calling must embrace it and we are 

held accountable for it.  And he is still calling and anointing men and women for shepherding his people today. 

 

And the sheep find a personal exhortation in scripture too.  Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders, and submit to 

them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not 

with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. (NASB)   

 

Conclusion: 

From the days of early Israeli history up until now God’s people have always acted like sheep.  We inevitably 

wander away, both from other sheep as well as from those who are shepherds in our lives.   We all need a 

shepherd or two who rounds us up steers us back to Christ with His word.  (2 Tim 3:15-16) 

 

For if we don’t, we will surely get ourselves caught up in thickets of sin, rushing currents of immorality and fall 

victim to spiritual wolves in sheep’s clothing. 

 

Questions to consider as I close today: 

 

Who are those in your life who are present enough to shepherd you: Parents, Pastors, Elders, Small group 

leaders, small group members, Grandparents etc. 

 

Are you involved in some kind of bible study where together with others you are being rounded up regularly 

with the word of God and fellowship with a purpose. 

 

Perhaps you need to take a step of commitment to gather some folks together for a bible study, form a life 

group, join an Ace group, help shepherd in the student or children’s ministry.   

 

Lets thank God for our shepherds and for God’s grace and for his understanding that we sometimes need a 

shepherd with skin on to remind us of the way in which we should walk. 

 

Let’s pray for humble hearts and clear eyes to follow God faithfully in 2010. 

 

One more question for any here today who may not yet know the shepherd king.  Jesus wants to be your king 

and he wants to be the shepherd of your soul.  He died for you.  He rose again and wants you in his flock if 

you’ll come. 

 

You are wandering out there on your own trying to make it without God and its not working so well.  Come to 

Jesus and he will take you into his fold of sheep. 
 

http://www.zondervanbiblesearch.com/ResultsPassage.aspx?Passage=John+21%3a15-17&Search=John+21%3a15-17

