
THE FEASTS OF THE LORD 
 

Leviticus 23:1-4 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
• Most of us have favourite times and seasons of the year 

that we look forward to with anticipation 
 
• As Christians, spiritual things should form the highlights of 

the year 
 
• For the children of Israel under the Old Covenant, the 

highlights of their year centred around the feasts that God 
had given to them 

 
• From all parts of Israel, and beyond, they would make the 

pilgrimage to Jerusalem, three times in the year 
(Deuteronomy 16:16) for these feasts, singing the “Songs 
of Degrees” (Psalms 120-134) as they went up 

 
• The Old Testament has much to teach us about the Lord 

Jesus Christ – it was “written for our learning” (Romans 
15:4) 

 
• “The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed; 

the Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed” 
 
• Christ came not to destroy the law, but to fulfil it (Matthew 

5:17-18) 
 
• The law testifies of Christ (John 1:45; 5:39) 
 



• Christ can certainly be found in moral and civil laws, but it is 
in the ceremonial law that the he is most clearly seen, 
represented in figures and types 

 
• It has been well said that if a person has a solid grasp of 

the Seven Feasts in Leviticus 23, the Seven Parables in 
Matthew 13, and the Seven Letters in Revelation 2-3 they 
will have a good overall grasp of the purposes and ways of 
God 

 
• Leviticus 23 contains details concerning all the feasts of the 

LORD 
 
• In this one chapter, we have much more than a record of 

Israel’s holidays, we have represented to us the whole of 
God’s redemptive plan through Jesus Christ 

 
I. THE POSSESSION OF THE FEASTS – JEHOVAH 
 

A. The feasts belong to the LORD 
 

1. They are repeatedly called “the feasts of the LORD” 
 

2. God calls them “my feasts” 
 

3. They are his by creation 
 

4. They are for his worship and good pleasure 
 

5. They were to distinguish his chosen people 
 

B. They are his to order and regulate in their observing 
 

1. God left nothing in his worship to man’s invention 
 



2. When man devises forms of worship it always results 
in idolatry 

 
3. Throughout Israel’s history, they repeatedly 

corrupted God’s worship, provoking his judgment 
upon them 

 
C. Over time, the feasts were no longer God’s, but the 

people’s, and God hated them (Isaiah 1:13-14) 
 

1. Even under the Old Covenant with its myriad of 
outward forms and rituals, God wanted first and 
foremost, the hearts of his people 

 
2. Yet their hearts were far from him (Isaiah 29:13) 

 
3. God did not want mere outward circumcision, but the 

circumcision of the heart (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6) 
 

4. God desires truth, not just outwardly, but truth “in the 
inward parts” (Psalm 51:6) 

 
5. The greatest commandment begins with a 

wholehearted love of God (Deuteronomy 6:5) 
 
II. THE PERTAINING OF THE FEASTS – ISRAEL 
 

A. The feasts were “appointed times” which formed the 
basis of the Jewish calendar 

 
1. As an agrarian society, their lives centred around 

annual crop cycles 
 



2. Many of the feasts relate to the crop harvest 
(Firstfruts, Weeks/Pentecost, 
Tabernacles/Ingathering) 

 
3. The Hebrew word for “feasts” has the sense 

“appointed times”, “congregation”, and is found in 
Genesis 1:14 as “seasons” 

 
4. They were to be “holy convocations”, set apart 

specifically for the worship of God 
 

5. Leviticus 23 begins with a reiteration of the weekly 
sabbath, the day of holy rest 

 
6. The seven feasts: 

 
a. Passover 

 
b. Feast of Unleavened Bread 

 
c. Feast of Firstfruits 

 
d. Pentecost (Feast of Weeks or Shavuot) 

 
e. Feast of Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah) 

 
f. Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) 

 
g. Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkoth) 

 



 
 

7. God commanded mandatory attendance by all males 
at three feasts: Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles 

 
B. The feasts instructed Israel in their relationship with God 

 
1. “The Jew's catechism is his calendar” (Samson 

Raphael Hirsch) 
 

2. The feasts primarily served to teach Israel their 
dependence upon God for deliverance from their 
enemies, for sustaining their lives, and for atonement 
from sin 

 



3. They were reminders to Israel that Jehovah was their 
God, and they were his covenant people 

 
4. They were visible and physical object lessons to 

remind them how gracious God had been to them 
 

5. But beyond this, there is prophetic significance to the 
feasts 

 
C. The feasts, along with the rest of the ceremonial law, 

has been abolished in Christ 
 

1. They are “shadows”, or representations of Christ 
(Colossians 2:16-17) 

 
2. Worship now is not restricted to a certain locality and 

time, but is in “spirit and in truth” (John 4:21-24) 
 

3. The Council in Jerusalem gave no directives to 
observe such holy days (Acts 15)  

 
III. THE PICTURE OF THE FEASTS – JESUS CHRIST 
 

A. As shadows of Christ, each of the feasts point to some 
aspect of his character and work 

 
1. There is a prophetic outline in these feasts of the 

whole work of redemption by Jesus Christ 
 

2. The first three feasts, Passover, Unleavened Bread, 
and Firstfruits all follow closely together, and picture 
the death, burial and resurrection of Christ 

 



3. The fourth feast, Pentecost, was fulfilled in Acts 2, 
when the Holy Spirit came and empowered the 
church 

 
4. Between the fourth and the last three feasts, there is 

a prolonged period of about four months, which 
prophetically describes this present church age 

 
5. The final three feasts, Trumpets, Day of Atonement, 

and Tabernacles, deal with the regathering of Israel, 
the repentance of Israel and the Millennial Kingdom, 
and are yet to be fulfilled 

 
6. As Christ fulfilled the first four, we can be certain that 

he will fulfil the final three 
 

7. Modern day Jews who continue to observe these 
feasts (albeit in a limited way without a temple), 
demonstrate their blindness to the clear truths 
regarding the Messiah presented in them (2 
Corinthians 3:13-16) 

 
8. But one day, as represented by the Day of 

Atonement, Israel’s blindness will be taken away, 
and they will in deep repentance acknowledge Jesus 
as the Christ (Romans 11:25-26) 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. Six times in this chapter, God’s people were commanded to 

“do no servile work” on the holy feast days 
(7,8,21,25,35,36) – only the high priest was to work 

 



2. The work of salvation that is pictured in those feasts 
requires no works of men, only the finished work of our 
High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ 

 
3. Are you trusting solely on the blood of Jesus Christ as your 

only hope of eternal life? 
 
4. The chief theme in all of the feasts is one of gratitude to 

God for all he has done, continues to do, and will do for his 
people 

 
5. “Signal displays of the mercy, kindness, and providential 

care of God should be particularly remembered. When we 
recollect that we deserve nothing at his hands, and that the 
debt of gratitude is all the debt we can pay, in it we should 
be cheerful, fervent, and frequent. An ungrateful heart is an 
unfeeling, unloving, unbelieving, and disobedient heart. 
Reader, pray to God that he may deliver thee from its 
influence and its curse.” (Clarke) 

 
6. Our sacrifices today are spiritual, and not restricted to 

places and times, but are to be offered “continually” 
(Hebrews 13:15) 

 
7. The seven feasts provide us with an opportunity to learn 

more of the Lord Jesus Christ, and this ought to be the 
chief desire of every believer 

 
8. Can you say with Paul, that everything else is but dung, 

beside the knowledge of Jesus Christ? (Philippians 3:10) 


