Hall of Faith
[The Call of Abraham (Heb. 11:8)]

Introduction

	-In v. 8 the writer moves from the faith of the antediluvian (pre-flood) saints to faith of the patriarchs. 

-Abraham is first (vs. 8-19) followed by Isaac (v. 20) and Jacob (v. 21). No less than 30% of the chapter 
 is devoted to Abraham.

	-Three events in Abraham’s life are described: God’s Call to Canaan (vs. 8-10); God’s Conferral of an 
 Heir (vs. 11, 12); God’s Command to Sacrifice Isaac (vs. 17-19) 


Event #1: God’s Call to Canaan (v. 8)

  I. The Occasion of Abraham’s Faith  

“By faith Abraham, when he was called…” 

	-The Time of Abraham’s Call (Gen. 11:31-12:4; Acts 7:2-4) 



	-The Call Itself (Gen 12:1-3; Heb. 11:8-10) 



 II. The Operation of Abraham’s Faith 

“By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed…”

	-Its Essence: “…by going out…” 


	-Its Expectation: “…and he went out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance;” 


	-It’s Expansion: “and he went  out, not knowing where he was going.” 



Practical Lessons

1) Obedience is the inevitable fruit and undeniable proof of faith. 


2) The difference between faith and presumption is the Word of God. 


3) Christian discipleship involves responding in obedience to the call of God. 


4) God must come to us first before we will ever come to Him. 
