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Division is one of the great evils propagated upon the world by Satan and all those who follow 
the old liar and murderer, either knowingly or unknowingly. Division is the opposite of unity 
and Satan desires to “divide and (attempt to) conquer” Christians in the churches and the 
kingdom over doctrine and practice. Division within Christianity is the means by which Satan 
renders the commission given by Jesus Christ to disciple, baptize, and teach the nations largely 
ineffectual in these last, post-apostolic, days. 
 
The Christian life is not intended to be a life lived alone. It is intended to be a life lived in 
community. We call that local, visible, community of Christians the church. And because it is a 
life lived together with other Christians in the church, who come from various different 
backgrounds, and who are at various different stages in their growth in grace (sanctification), 
differences exist among Christians.  
 
Beyond the local community of Christians, there is the universal, invisible, community of the 
kingdom of God and Heaven. And because there are various local, visible, churches revealed and 
existing within the kingdom, differences exist among churches, even churches that are within 
the same (man-made) denomination (which is a division of their own). 
 
How can Christians overcome these divisions in the communities of the church and of the 
kingdom, and fulfill the commission to disciple, baptize, and teach the nations together? Let’s go 
to our text, beginning, for context in verses 1-6: 
 

Romans 14:1-6 1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 2 
For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not him 
that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: 
for God hath received him. 4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his 
own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him 
stand. 5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day 
alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth 
it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that 
eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he 
eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 

 
The opening context of these verses tells us that there are differences among Christians: some 
are weak in the faith and (though not specifically mentioned) some are strong in the faith. Some 
(the strong) can eat meat and some (the weak) can eat vegetables (herbs). Some believe in the 
celebration of holy days (holidays) and some believe every day is the same. These are real 
differences that continue among Christians in the churches and the kingdom today. They could 
be (and often unfortunately are) the cause of divisions. 
 
First, Paul hints at the path to unity through an understanding of the commonality of the 
Christian state of being in that “God hath received him” and “God is able to make him stand”. All 
Christians, if truly children of God, are within those categories. They are all entirely dependent 
upon God for salvation and for preservation.  
 
Second, Paul hints at the path to unity through an understanding of the purpose (or goal) of the 
decisions that are made that can lead to division. Each decision: meat or vegetables, holidays or 
any days, is to be made with a “fully persuaded” mind and with its purpose being “unto the 
Lord”. The result of such decisions is Christians who, though differing, give “God thanks” for 
their differences. Now, let’s go back to one of our main texts in verses 7-9: 
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7-9 7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. 8 For whether 
we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether 
we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to this end Christ both died, and 
rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living. 
 
“For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have 

said, For we are also his offspring.” ~ Apostle Paul (Acts 17:28) 
 
Unity among Christians does not come outside of the person of Jesus Christ (Savior Anointed). 
Jesus Christ saves his people and rules his people. “We are the Lord’s” ought to be the unifying 
cry of all Christians. The resurrected “Lord both of the dead and living” is the person to whom 
all (true) Christians must rally if they are to effectually fulfill the mission of discipling, baptizing, 
and teaching the nations about Jesus Christ. It is not their self, it is not their pastor or preacher, 
it is not their church assembly or denomination, it is not their doctrine or practice, that will 
unify them. It is their submission to Jesus Christ as Lord (kurios: “he to whom a person or thing 
belongs, about which he has power of deciding; master”), and that alone, that will unify them. 
 
“From whence come wars and fightings among you? Know ye not that the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy 

of God.” ~ Apostle James (James 4:1a, 4) 
 
For far too long, for centuries and for millennia, Christians have squabbled and bickered among 
one another, remaining weakened by their divisions, because they refuse to submit themselves 
to Jesus Christ as Lord and instead set up and worship the idols of self, men, church, 
denomination, doctrine, or practice (“the friendship of the world”). This is not how it is 
supposed to be. Unity can only come through living, moving, and being in Jesus Christ. 
 

“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 
word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” ~ Jesus Christ (John 

17:20-21) 
 
Let’s return to the context:  
 

10-15 10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for 
we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written, As I live, saith 
the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 12 So 
then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. 13 Let us not therefore judge 
one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to 
fall in his brother's way. 14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing 
unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 15 But if 
thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy 
meat, for whom Christ died. 

 
The “judgment seat of Christ” is the great equalizer among Christians. The end of all mankind is 
the same. “Every knee shall bow…and every tongue shall confess…”. If that is the case, then the 
divisions among Christians, the things that have so readily divided them through the ages, and 
the things that continue to divide them today, will seem foolish when they, individually and 
corporately, pass before the great judge of all mankind on that last day. In our next scripture, 
Paul hints at the remedy for this disunity among Christians. 
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But before we look at verses 16-19, a caveat: there are foundational doctrines and practices that 
true Christians and true churches are commanded to adhere unto. The desire for unity must not 
usurp the desire for truth in both word and deed. This is not a situation where anything goes. 
This is not a call to an absolutist ecumenicalism. No, there must be a standard, and that 
standard is “all things whatsoever I have commanded” (Matthew 28:20) as revealed in the pages 
of scripture. To proclaim, “We are the Lord’s” and then to refuse to submit to the commands of 
the “Lord both of the dead and living” is hypocrisy. Now let’s look at our other main scripture in 
verses 16-19: 
 
16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of:  
 
“Your good” meaning the good that you think is good for you. Meat or vegetables? Holidays or 
any day? Et cetera. Consider that “your good” may not be good for your brother or sister in Jesus 
Christ. Consider that you may be causing division among Christians by dogmatic insistence 
upon “your good”. Consider that you may be weakening the ability of your brother or sister in 
Jesus Christ to accomplish the work that they are commissioned to do in discipling, baptizing, 
and teaching the nations because of “your good”. That is how what is a good thing when not 
bound upon another becomes something that is spoken of as an evil thing. 
 
17a For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost.  
 
“The kingdom of God” encompasses every person and church who claims the name Christian 
and unity in the kingdom is not based upon the choices made by individuals and churches that 
lie outside obedience to the commands of the King of the kingdom, Jesus Christ. Unity in the 
kingdom is based upon the things Paul lists: righteousness, peace, joy, all “in the Holy Ghost”. 
 
17b For the kingdom of God is … righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost.  
 
Righteousness: this is not your pitiful self-righteousness, but the powerful righteousness of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we 
all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.” ~ Prophet Isaiah 

(Isaiah 64:6) 
 

“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, 
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In 

his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  

~ Prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 23:5-6) 
 
Peace: this is not the worldly peace of knowing your thoughts and ways are true, but the 
heavenly peace that comes from knowing that the thoughts and ways of Jesus Christ are true. 
 
“Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the 

Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without 
iniquity, just and right is he.” ~ Moses (Deuteronomy 32:3-4) 
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“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and 

my thoughts than your thoughts.” ~ Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 55:8-9) 
 
Joy: this is not the fleeting and weak joy that comes from proving another wrong, but the 
everlasting and strong joy that comes from proving Jesus Christ is right. 
 

“… the joy of the LORD is your strength.” ~ Nehemiah (Nehemiah 8:10b) 
 

“Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” ~ Jesus Christ 

(Matthew 25:21) 
 
In the Holy Ghost: these three things: righteousness, peace, and joy may only unify if they are 
bonded together from Christian to Christian and church to church by the work of the Holy 
Ghost. Without his work, there is division. With his work, there is unity. It is only through him 
and by him that words and deeds are sanctified before God. 
 
18 For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved of 
men.  
 
To serve Jesus Christ is to say and to do all things in his righteousness, in his peace, and in his 
joy by the Holy Ghost. Acceptable and approved service to Jesus Christ is self-sacrificial, loving, 
and unifying. Unacceptable service to Jesus Christ is selfish, unloving, and divisive. 
 

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 

one to another.” ~ Jesus Christ (John 13:34-35) 
 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”  

~ Apostle Paul (Romans 12:1) 
 
19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things 
wherewith one may edify another. 
 
Division over lesser things (meat/vegetables, holidays/any day, and a host of other things that 
are done by choice rather than by command) does not “make for peace” nor “edify another”. No, 
the phrase “follow after” means “to run swiftly in order to catch a person or thing”, so we are to 
pursue the greater things (salvation in Jesus Christ and submission to Jesus Christ; 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost) to “make for peace” and to “edify another”. 
Peter prescribes the same in his first epistle: 
 

“For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his 
lips that they speak no guile: Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and 

ensue it. For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. And who is he that will harm 
you, if ye be followers of that which is good? But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, 
happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; But sanctify the Lord 
God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: Having a good conscience; that, 
whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse 

your good conversation in Christ. For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for 
well doing, than for evil doing.” ~ Apostle Peter (1 Peter 3:10-17) 


