
The Irony of C-4 - 1 Corinthians 6:1-20 1-16-22
From the Parliament of Canada, Bill C-4 (https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/

bill/C-4/royal-assent)…
Preamble: Whereas conversion therapy causes harm to the person who are subjected to it; 

whereas conversion therapy causes harm to society because, among other things, it is based on 
and propagates myth and stereotypes about sexual orientation, gender identity and gender 
expression, including the myth that heterosexuality, cisgender identity [cisgender is a person 
whose gender identity corresponds with that person’s sex assigned at birth], and gender 
expression that conforms to the sex assigned to a person at birth are to be preferred over other 
sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions; and whereas, in light of those 
harms, it is important to discourage and denounce the provision of conversion therapy in order to 
protect the human dignity and equality of all Canadians.

Definition of Conversion Therapy: A practice, treatment or service designed to a) change 
a person’s sexual orientation to heterosexual, b) a practice, treatment or service designed to 
change a person’s gender identity to cisgender, c) a practice, treatment or service designed to 
change a person’s gender expression so that it conforms to the sex assigned to the person at birth, 
d) a practice, treatment or service designed to repress or reduce non-heterosexual attraction or 
sexual behavior, e) a practice, treatment or service designed to repress a person’s non-cisgender 
gender identity, or f) a practice, treatment or service designed to repress or reduce a person’s 
gender expression that does not conform to the sex assigned to the person at birth. For greater 
certainty, this definition does not include a practice, treatment or service that relates to the 
exploration or development of an integrated personal identity — such as a practice, treatment or 
service that relates to a person’s gender transition — and that is not based on an assumption that 
a particular sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression is to be preferred over 
another.

Punishment: Up to 5 years in prison to anyone for causing another person to undergo 
conversion therapy, removing a child from Canada to undergo conversion therapy abroad, 
promoting or advertising conversion therapy, and receiving a financial or other material benefit 
from the provision of conversion therapy.

This past week this bill, C-4, was passed in Canada unanimously and is now in effect. In 
response to this many faithful pastors in Canada are preaching today on the topic of human 
sexuality and how it relates to this Conversion Therapy. So pastors in America, myself included, 
are standing with those pastors in Canada to proclaim what God says in the face of what man is 
trying to say. 

In a world that is all about “living your truth” we come up with ridiculous notions that 
show our clear defiance against God. We think that, because someone in a hospital “assigned” a 
sex to us at birth, we have every right to change that if we want, when we feel like it. In rejecting 
the clear biology that is staring right at us when we are naked little babies in God making us 
male and female, we think we can determine who we are. This is what happens when the human 
tries to dethrone God. And this religious way of life is pushing its own conversion therapy that 
“evangelizes” rebellion against God in the name of “living your truth” and it seeks to halt and 
destroy any opposition to it. This “living your truth” is championed today with a record number 
of government employees who are either homosexual or transgender. It is championed today by 
the media where at every turn this push for acceptance of this wickedness is propagated all over. 



It is championed in many homes and in many schools where it is a humanistic free-for-all of do 
what you want. And worse, it is championed in many churches today whether openly in 
celebrating it or vaguely allowing for an inclusive, nuanced tone to just sit in the midst of a 
church’s structure. As I said last week, because of this state of the church that is happening more 
and more, the professing church is no threat. If we are no threat to the world when the world 
looks like ours does and it’s doing what it’s doing, especially in North America, then those who 
are no threat are either not in Christ and they’re not the church or they need to wake up from 
their slumber, recognize what is happening, repent, and work to fight this. 

So I stand up today opposed to the current trends of culture that are taking over and I 
hope you are standing with me. This is a gospel issue. This is non-negotiable, which is a warning 
to the church. This is about God’s truth, not our feelings that we think are moldable pieces of our 
own truth that we can shape into whatever we want, so we can build whatever reality we want 
for ourselves. If we do that, with anything, not just human sexuality, then we are creating a god 
made in our own image, an idol we worship. This is one piece of the humanistic delusion that has 
infected a lot of people, our societal structures, and many churches.  

So today we will highlight three pieces from 1 Corinthians 6 as we think about the irony 
of Bill C-4 and how it relates to what is called “Conversion Therapy.” We will talk about 1) the 
church’s voice from verses 2-3, 2) the created and recreated order from verses 18-20, and 3) the 
conversion therapy from verses 9-11.  

“2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be 
judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we are to 
judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life!” Here, Paul is addressing 
the church where they are going outside the church to judge disputes when they should be able to 
judge these cases themselves. And notice here that they are issues that pertain to this life. How 
many times have we talked about the need for a biblical worldview? This addresses that exact 
need. So the church must be able to judge what is biblical and unbiblical, especially as it is 
brought up here, when it comes to matters that pertain to this life. And the matters that pertain to 
this life in this context are what’s listed in verses 9-10, which includes, in more than one way, 
what this Bill C-4 tries to protect. So how is the church doing on judging these issues? Answer 
that question. How do you think the church is doing in judging matters like these? And these life 
issues run deeper to who we believe God is, what we believe about His created order, His 
authority, His purpose, and it runs deeper to what we believe about salvation, and so on. This 
issue of human sexuality is a result of those deeper issues and the majority of the church does not 
look good in this area. We are incompetent. We are incompetent in two ways. One, much of the 
church today would back this Bill C-4. They would encourage it to be passed here in the US. 
Two, much of the church in another respect is compromising by allowing any support of this to 
exist in their midst whether it has to do with ordination or membership or Christian fellowship. 
Much of this reason for compromise here is that people think this is either not a major issue or it 
is one that the church shouldn’t really get involved in. So in that respect as well, they would sit 
back in silence and inaction and allow a bill like this to be passed without any fight. In this 
incompetency of ours we redefine love, we redefine truth, we redefine grace, we redefine 
authority, identity, purpose, making them into what they are not. And the implications of this 
brings out the irony of this bill being called C-4. They bring absolute destruction to human life 
and human society. 



A major reason for this destruction lies on the heads of preachers. Those in the pulpits are 
not sounding the alarms of warning. These pastors, in large part, are directly responsible for the 
passing of bills like this. This is the sword of judgment coming down upon a people who have 
forsaken God and those who are supposed to be shepherds and watchman have not done their job 
and are not warning people. We are delving into therapeutic preaching that brings destruction, 
not restoration. The definition of therapeutic is, of or relating to the treating or curing of disease. 
The therapeutic we see today coming from many pulpits is doing the opposite. It is not truly 
therapeutic in treating the disease of sin and its effects. Instead it is inflaming the disease more 
by encouraging the flesh. When this happens the pews are directly affected. And whether we 
recognize it or not, what we believe and what we understand, that is lived out in our lives, has a 
direct influence on society all the way from the home to the voting booths, from education to 
entertainment. And what’s so harmful about this is that the gradual effect of these bombs increase 
the damage. Little by little bombs have been going off and they fly under the radar, going largely 
undetected in an environment that is nurturing this destruction by passing it off as good, right, 
and true or not something we should address. 

In this we come to reject, whether openly or in a silent compromise, the created order of 
God. It grieved me to watch a man who thinks he is a woman try to breastfeed a baby that he 
didn’t give birth to (because he is not able to!) and he was surprised when the breastfeeding 
didn’t work and when he didn’t produce milk. God has made male and female. God has made 
male and female to become one flesh in marriage and the intimacy within the union boundary of 
marriage is where that is fully realized between man and woman. Man and woman are to come 
together in the union of marriage to become one flesh, and make one flesh, and multiply and fill 
the earth. So this begins with God creating male and female. We don’t have a say in it and that’s 
supposed to be for the glory of God and for our good. In that, we are created beings who are to 
live according to their Creator. When that is changed and we take it upon ourselves to try and 
determine our sexual orientation, expression, or attraction or determine our gender then we bring 
glory to man, which is not a glory, but an ugly corruption and delusion that is impure and 
wicked. When we bring that into relationship when it is man and man or woman and woman it 
goes against the very created order of God Himself. They cannot become one flesh nor make one 
flesh and multiply and fill the earth with their own offspring. So therefore this mirage that’s not 
actually real, that is insinuated and called “marriage,” is idolatrous toward worshipping self, the 
creature rather than the Creator. And as the sexual perversions come out through sexual 
immorality then the person sins against their own body, which is supposed to be a temple of the 
Holy Spirit. Furthermore, this godless way of life results in the prevention of life. When men are 
with men and women are with women then the order of creation to bring life itself is stopped and 
life as it is supposed to be physically is prevented. This is not union and happiness, but severing 
and misery. This is not order and freedom, but chaos and enslavement. This is not human rights 
and justice when you rebel against your Creator and reject His standard of justice.  

Many today, even sadly within the church, say that they were created this way, 
homosexual, and the like. God is not the Creator of sin nor of the sin nature. So anything that 
goes against the revealed Word and Law of God is sin, which is lawlessness, which comes from 
the heart first. Sin came into the world through one man, Adam. So any of this corruption of 
human sexuality is a product of our sinful nature. As homosexuality, transgenderism, and the like 
are celebrated today, it is a celebration of sin. In many areas of the church and the world we deny 



what God has said about our human nature. When that gives way then it opens up more and more 
for us to redefine things the way we want, according to our feelings and opinions without any 
firm ground to stand on. To further encourage that and protect that from the government down is 
hatred for humanity. This is what this bill and the many similar pushes we are seeing more subtly 
in America are, it is hatred for humanity. It is the destruction of human life and human society. 
This hatred provides no hope, no redemption, no purpose, and no life. In fact, this attempt from 
the government to try and protect this “human dignity and equality” as they see it is actually a 
move to cut these people off from the very life they need. Thankfully some won’t listen to the 
government on this. We choose to proclaim life to all sinners, no matter what sins are more 
apparent. Love is to lift up our need for our whole sinful nature to be recreated by the One who 
created us and who came to redeem us in the person and work of Jesus Christ. But this worship 
of self in the attempt to reorder God’s created order of human sexuality, this attempt to “live our 
truth,” this criminalization of conversion therapy, is backwards at the very center of the issue. 

This brings us to the recreated order that is set out here. Sin resides and begins in the 
heart, so our heart needs to be recreated and when it is then we have a new nature, and we begin 
and continue to act according to our new nature, because God works in us to will and to work for 
His good pleasure. In that we will know and understand that we are not our own. That we are not 
our own, period, in a general way, because God is the one who created us. It is obvious at birth. 
It is utterly ridiculous to say that our sex is assigned to us by a human when we all know full 
well that it is God who assigns it to us. The human in the delivery room just says, “Yup that’s a 
boy or yup that’s a girl” and confirms what is biologically true and obvious. But to admit that we 
are not our own is not something we want to do today in our day of supposed autonomous human 
freedom where we are the ultimate standard. That’s who becomes god when the one true God is 
taken out. But we know from the Fall that Adam and Eve did not become like God the way they 
thought, so their attempt to take God out didn’t work. And neither does it today no matter what 
we may do or what an organization may do or a government may do. All will stand before God 
and give an account of their life. That’s why we need the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus to 
stand in our place and then bring us to life by His grace. In that is salvation and in salvation, in 
the recreated order, is an understanding of God’s created order. Then from that genuine salvation 
there is a desire and a drive to honor that created order, because of the beautiful purpose of God 
for mankind in every area of human sexuality. 

This recreated order needs to encompass all of us and it does when God saves by the 
washing, sanctifying, and justifying work of Jesus by the Spirit. If there is any area of ourselves 
that is sinful, but we don’t need to repent of it and forsake it, then that is not true salvation. 
Salvation is a forsaking of all our sin as we recognize, by the Spirit, that all our sin is an offense 
to God and brings us condemnation. So as the Spirit recreates us we want all of our sin cut off, so 
much so that we no longer identify ourselves as such a person whether it is a drunkard, a 
fornicator, a homosexual, a liar, and so on. For someone to identify themselves as a homosexual 
Christian is an oxymoron. When that descriptive term that comes before Christian describes sin 
then the two terms are like the ends of magnets that repel each other, that don’t attract. It is the 
same if someone identifies themselves as an adulterous Christian or a greedy Christian. That 
doesn’t mean that there is no fight against the old self, but that old self is no longer a part of our 
identity anymore. We are redeemed and someone who is redeemed doesn’t keep a label that 
describes the unredeemed flesh. 



This leads us more to the topic of conversion therapy. Again, therapy is the act of trying 
to treat a disease. So what’s the disease of a human being? It is sin. And what’s the treatment for 
the disease? It is the saving grace of Jesus and the part of that that comes up here is the message 
about that saving grace of Jesus that is the gospel. And as we’ve seen over and over again, the 
gospel is the power of God for salvation, which means that God uses His gospel to convert the 
sinner and bring them to life and salvation. This is the exact opposition we were talking about 
last week and the threat that true Christianity poses to the world, especially when the world is run 
by a humanistic worldview as we must see in this bill. (Since weather kept many of you from 
coming last week I would highly encourage you to go listen to last week’s sermon as a precursor 
to this). According to the increasing ideologies of today the human being doesn’t have any 
disease that needs to be treated and cured. And you know what’s more tragic about this, much of 
that thought is in the so-called church. This is a direct attack on Christianity and the true church 
and so much of the professing church is rolling over and taking it. And when we don’t get that 
the proclamation of the gospel and the necessity of it being proclaimed for the conversion of 
sinners is at the very heart of the Christian witness in all the world then we show how lifeless or 
incompetent we are. 

This is very clearly a gospel issue by this text as it shows a clear dividing line between 
unbelief and salvation and it shows the reason why. For those who identify as these in this list, 
and other lists like this in Scripture, and for those who practice these things, they will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. But Paul says that that wasn’t the case for some of them. For some they 
have come to salvation and therefore they are no longer who they used to be. And that is because 
they have been washed, they have been sanctified, and they have been justified. They have been 
washed means that they have been born again by the Spirit of God where their sin and their sin 
nature has been cleansed by the One who is fully and perfectly clean as they were washed by the 
blood of Christ and have been made as white as snow. This washing happens through the Spirit’s 
work through the gospel proclamation, which is conversion therapy that is directed at any and all 
sin of the sinner. They have been sanctified means that they have been set apart, been made pure 
and holy for the purposes of God, which at the heart of that is the restoration of the created order 
and the conscious honoring of it. This is especially applied in the sexual immorality and 
homosexuality that is listed here. They have been justified means that they have been declared 
righteous before God by God, which is a by-product of the other two as Jesus their Substitute has 
washed them, set them apart, and now covered them with His righteousness. This encompasses 
God’s work in making the whole man new. The whole of the sinner is now a new creation, 
which, again, is the true restoration of what was supposed to be before the disease of sin came in. 

Walking through this should make us recognize, very clearly, the irony of this bill being 
called, Bill C-4. This bill causes the utter destruction of true human dignity and equality as it is 
rooted in the one true God and His creating mankind. This is a weapon of mass destruction 
aimed at Him. What’s even more necessary to recognize where we live is that the gospel message 
is and will be more and more considered hate speech, extremist, and domestic terrorism. We are 
seeing concerned parents labeled as domestic terrorist threats, because they stand up at school 
board meetings and fight for their kids. It is just a matter of time that it comes at faithful pastors 
and all Christians. 

But true followers of Jesus Christ, whether pastor or layperson, will not stop this 
conversion therapy, because this is the proclamation of the gospel to the sinner that targets their 



sin and shows them the life that is in Jesus with its true purpose and beauty. This is the hope of 
Christ for the hopeless. This is the mind of Christ for the mindless. Expulsion, imprisonment, or 
death will not stop us from loving God and loving our neighbor. Furthermore here is an 
indictment on silent pastors, compromising churches, and a warning to all. Acts 4:13-18, “Now 
when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, 
common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 But 
seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15 
But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, 16 
saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed though 
them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it 
may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this 
name.” 18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of 
Jesus.” What the Canadian government calls “Conversion Therapy” is what preaching Christ 
targets. They are commanding Christians, especially pastors, to not preach Christ. 

The gospel proclamation aims at the healing of the sinner from their disease of sin as the 
truth of God about our sin and about the person and work of Jesus for our regeneration and 
redemption is taught. Just like this council in Acts, this is what the Canadian government is doing 
and this is what our government is doing and moving towards in more subtlety. They are 
charging the Christian community to not preach Christ and Him crucified in a specific manner, 
because to do so is a call to conversion for the homosexual, the transgender, the drunk, the thief, 
the adulterer, the everyone else to find who they are supposed to be in Christ. This puts flesh on 
my statement that the gospel is not proclaimed in a vacuum, doesn’t it? And the government in 
Canada is saying, “No, you can’t do that. You can’t address people in their sin with your 
message.” So the charge is to be vague and inclusive and if you are then you can keep your Jesus 
and do your church thing. If we follow their rules then they won’t bother us. Many have and will 
fall in line with that. Many will submit to the government, bowing before their lord, Caesar. 
When they do they will effectively hate their neighbor by not calling the sinner to a new life in 
Christ, especially within the beauty of human sexuality that is ordained by God for the good of 
mankind. Furthermore, we best not think that calling a sinner to life in Jesus while saying that 
the cutting off of some of the flesh, whether homosexuality, drunkenness, adultery, or whatever, 
isn’t necessary, that they can still hold onto that, we best not think that is true salvation and the 
true gospel. That is not preaching true salvation and the true gospel if we say you can keep a hold 
of some sin and identify yourself as that. When you come to Christ you die. You die to your old 
self, the whole self, with the cutting off of the flesh of the heart. When you die, you are freed by 
the truth, so you can live in His truth, not yours. The more the world makes restrictions on 
preaching true conversion, what will the church do? The world wants us to preach the gospel, do 
church, and live in a bubble and they want to define the boundary lines of that bubble, which 
includes our activity and our message. What will we do in response? 


