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INTRODUCTION: 
 
The two topics selected for this lesson are “resignation” and “reformation”. While the title of this 
lesson is “Resignation or Reformation?”, the answer may not be as binary or as black and white 
as choosing one or the other, as there are aspects of both that work in the children of God to 
fulfill the will of God.  
 
Let’s begin by defining both terms from Webster’s 1828 Dictionary: 
 
RESIGNATION: The act of resigning or giving up, as a claim or possession; as the 
resignation of a crown or commission. Submission; unresisting acquiescence; as a blind 
resignation to the authority of other men's opinions. Quiet submission to the will of 
Providence; submission without discontent, and with entire acquiescence in the divine 
dispensations. This is Christian resignation. 
 
What Noah Webster defines as “Christian resignation” is good and works to fulfill the will of 
God, but the prior definitions, particularly the second, are bad and opposed to the will of God. 
We’ll come back to these differences shortly.   
 
REFORMATION: The act of reforming; correction or amendment of life, manners, or of 
any thing vicious or corrupt; as the reformation of manners; reformation of the age; 
reformation of abuses. Satire lashes vice into reformation. By way of eminence, the change of religion 
from the corruptions of popery to its primitive purity, begun by Luther, A.D. 1517. 
 
“The Reformation” is what often comes to our minds when the word “reformation” is 
mentioned. The Reformation was a historical time period where, as Noah Webster defines, there 
was a “change of religion from the corruptions of popery (the Roman Catholic church) to its 
primitive purity” (although many might argue that The Reformation wasn’t as primitive nor as 
pure as it ought to have been). This is not the reformation we will be focusing upon in this 
lesson, but it is an example that is representative of the type of reformation that we’ll be learning 
about. 
 
UNGODLY RESIGNATION: 
 
Let’s begin with the negative and then move to the positive. The first part of our definition reads: 
“The act of resigning or giving up, as a claim or possession; as the resignation of a crown or 
commission.” We can look to the prophet Jonah as a biblical example of this kind of resignation. 
God told Jonah to go and preach to Nineveh. Jonah made other plans. 
 

Jonah 1:3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, 
and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and 
went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 

 
This “giving up” of claims, possessions, crowns, or commissions is like rebellion against God. 
Jonah didn’t want to fulfill his commission as prophet to preach to Nineveh, so he ran away 
thinking he could escape “from the presence of the LORD”. As a pastor and preacher for a tiny 
congregation in a tiny, non-mainstream, denomination, I understand that escapist thinking. It is 
easy for me to be tempted with this kind of resignation, and I confess that in my discouragement 
I have often written out resignation letters but have never submitted them to the congregation 
because I feared what God would do in correction of my rebellious act. 
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Many who call themselves Christians today have effectively resigned their individual 
commissions to disciple, baptize, and teach the nations. Many have given up their responsibility 
to participate as active members of a church. Many attend a church but leave the work of 
spreading the gospel of the kingdom of God to “the professionals” (the church “staff”). This kind 
of resignation is ungodly. 
 
The second part of our definition reads: “Submission; unresisting acquiescence; as a blind 
resignation to the authority of other men's opinions.” 
 
We’ll look at a couple of scriptural examples of where it was expected of God’s children that they 
would resign themselves “to the authority of other men’s opinions”, beginning with Job: 
 

Job 2:9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and 
die. 

 
Job’s wife, considering Job’s situation, tried to convince him to give up. And, if Job had given 
up, it would have been with “unresisting acquiescence”. Let’s look at another biblical example: 
 

Daniel 3:8-12 8 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews. 9 
They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever. 10 Thou, O king, hast made 
a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image: 11 And 
whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not 
regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou 
hast set up. 

 
Nebuchadnezzar had established the death penalty for those who refused to worship the idol he 
set up and the Jews that the Chaldeans accused had ignored the king’s commands. And, if the 
Jews had obeyed the king’s commands, it would have been “blind resignation to the authority” 
of the king’s opinions.  
 
Had either Job or Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego followed the opinions of men, their 
resignations would have been ungodly.  
 
Many who call themselves Christian today have resigned “to the authority of the opinions of 
men”. Over the past few years, churches have closed their doors to meeting for worship and 
fellowship out of the fear incited by “the opinions of men”, pastors have supported and 
promoted the civil government’s violations of conscience and bodily autonomy from the pulpit, 
and church members have willingly submitted themselves to the subjectivism of gender identity 
and roles with “unresisting acquiescence”. But, there is a way of resignation that is a remedy to 
these ungodly actions. 
 
GODLY RESIGNATION: 
 
Let’s begin again with Job. After Job had lost everything except his health and life: 
 

Job 1:20-22 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the 
ground, and worshipped, And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I 
return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
the LORD. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.  
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And after Job’s wife told him that he ought to “curse God, and die”: 

 
Job 2:10 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? 
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did 
not Job sin with his lips. 

 
Job’s resignation was to bless and trust in God’s will. God gave and God took away. God sent 
good and evil. Job worshipped with the resignation that in all these things, “blessed be the name 
of the LORD.” That is godly resignation. Now, let’s look at our second example of the Jews in 
Babylon as they’re confronted by Nebuchadnezzar: 
 

Daniel 3:15b-18 15b and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 16 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 
careful to answer thee in this matter. 17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O 
king. 18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 

 
These Jews resign themselves to the potential of a horrible death at the hands of the king, yet 
they courageously proclaim to the king that first, God is able to deliver them, and second that if 
God chooses not to deliver them, that they still choose to trust in God and to worship God rather 
than the idols of men.  
 
All around us today, “little-k” kings are standing up idols and demanding that they be 
worshipped. They do not say to us, “curse God, and die” but rather, “curse God, or die”. The idol 
of diversity, equity, and inclusion. The idol of physical safety. The idol of financial security. The 
idol of personal influence. The idol of independence. And there are many more idols that the 
“little-k” kings of the secular, subjectivist, world insist we worship. Will we be like Job, who in 
midst of his darkest hours, “fell down and worshipped” God or like the Jews, who as they faced 
the heat of the furnace proclaimed, “we will not serve thy Gods”? Will we, like Jesus Christ, as he 
prayed in the garden say, “nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt”? (Mark 14:35-36)  
Will we be living examples of Noah Websters definition of Christian resignation with “Quiet 
submission to the will of Providence; submission without discontent, and with entire 
acquiescence in the divine dispensations”? 
 
The path forward from godly resignation, as we’ve defined earlier on, is toward reformation. It is 
not one or the other. It is resignation and, as a result of submission and acquiescence to God’s 
divine and providential will, reformation. Reformation ought to be the produce of godly 
resignation. It can’t come from ungodly resignation, which will only produce ungodly 
reformation in individuals, families, churches, and the civil government and society, leading to 
more of the same subjectivism we see creeping into all of those spheres today. No, true 
reformation must come from a resignation in us to trust in and to worship at the throne of the 
“big-K” King of the “little-k” kings, the Lord of lords, Jesus Christ. 
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REFORMATION: 
 
Let’s return to our definitions again and note a few things. Reformation is “The act of reforming; 
correction or amendment of life, manners, or of any thing vicious or corrupt; as the reformation 
of manners; reformation of the age; reformation of abuses.” To be reformed is to have some 
things removed, and to have some things added, removing and replacing “any thing vicious or 
corrupt”. Reformation must be first, individual, then second congregational, and finally third 
societal. 
 
INDIVIDUAL REFORMATION:  
 
To be reformed is to be formed, conformed, and transformed as clay in the hands of a potter. 
 

Isaiah 64:8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and 
we all are the work of thy hand. 
 
Romans 9:20-21 20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing 
formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 21 Hath not the potter power 
over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 

 
We can see in these passages a resignation, a willingness, of the clay to be worked and formed by 
the potter. God is the great reformer. We submit ourselves to him and he takes our resignation 
and reforms us into something glorious. 
 

Romans 8:28-31 28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: 
and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 31 
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 
 
Romans 12:1-2 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be 
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
 

To be reformed is to be conformed to be like Jesus Christ, transformed through Him to carry out 
God’s will in His Kingdom, which is made up of individuals in churches. Churches must undergo 
reformation as well as the individuals that are members of them. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL REFORMATION: 
 
Peter, writing to the elect in the churches of the first century, not long after the first church in 
Jerusalem had been formed, says: 
 

1 Peter 4:17-19 17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of 
God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 18 
And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 19 
Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of 
their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 
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John, recording the charges of Jesus Christ to the seven churches, writes:  
 

Revelation 2:5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the 
first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his 
place, except thou repent. 

 
Revelation 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall 
cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: 
be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 

 
Revelation 2:16 16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them 
with the sword of my mouth. 

 
Revelation 2:25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 

 
Revelation 3:2-3 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are 
ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God. 3 Remember therefore how 
thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not 
watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. 

 
Revelation 3:11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take 
thy crown. 

 
Revelation 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 
 

Reformation for the churches then is remembering, repenting, doing, and holding fast to “the 
first works” and “the things which remain”. Those works and things being the practices and the 
doctrines of the churches at the time of their founding. That is the submission unto the will of 
God expressed in the commands of the Savior King, Jesus Christ, which include the discipling, 
baptizing, and teaching of all nations (the societies wherein they live). Which brings us to the 
last subject of reformation, the society. 
 
SOCIETAL REFORMATION: 
 
There are those in the Christian world who will readily accuse a reformed individual in a 
reformed church of believing and proclaiming that there will come a time in earthly history 
when the word of God, written and living, will rule from Heaven as King and Kingdom over the 
nations. To that reformed statement, I give a hearty “Amen!”. So be it. Jesus Christ, with all 
power in heaven and earth, commissions the founders of the church to go, disciple, and teach all 
nations to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you”. (Matthew 28:18-20). The faithful, 
persistent, consistent carrying out of that commission without resignation reforms societies.  
 
Godly resignation is necessarily followed by individual, congregational, and societal 
reformation, leading to the eventual fulfillment of the promise that the “the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14).  
 
This begins with us. We say we desire to see ourselves, our families, our churches, and our 
society reformed, but have we resigned ourselves to be individually and congregationally 
submitted without discontent to God’s will? Are we being conformed and transformed to Jesus 
Christ; remembering, repenting, doing, and holding fast to his commands in our churches? It is 
these things that will bring about reformation, and these things shall often come through 
suffering, trial, tribulation, and death, but the end is the “glory of the LORD”.  


