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Background: 
 
In the Philadelphia Confession (the first Americanized version of the Second London Baptist 
Confession of 1689), Chapter 27 “Of the Church”, Paragraph 3, it states: “The purest churches 
under heaven are subject to mixture and error; and some have so degenerated as to become no 
churches of Christ, but synagogues of Satan; nevertheless Christ always hath had, and 
ever shall have a kingdom in this world, to the end thereof, of such as believe in 
him, and make profession of his name.” 
 
We, as “primitive” (a.k.a. “old” or “original”) baptists as we claim to be, believe, according to this 
confession, and thus according to the scriptures referenced in that confession, in “a kingdom in 
this world” which is made up of individuals who are believers in and professors of Jesus Christ.  
 
Believers: 
 

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of 
God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 
 
Acts 8:35-39 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached 
unto him Jesus. 36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the 
eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said, If thou 
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they 
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39 And when 
they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw 
him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 

 
Professors: 
 

Matthew 16:13-19 13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14 And they said, Some say that 
thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith 
unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, 
Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven. 

 
And lest we become too proud that we are, individually, both believers and professors, let’s heed 
the profession of Jesus Christ: 
 

Matthew 7:21-23 21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy 
name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I 
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 
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Kingdom:  
 
But let’s return to the confession and “A kingdom in this world”. Let’s let that sink in for a 
moment. Didn’t Jesus Christ himself say that his kingdom was “not of this world”?  
 

John 17:16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
 
John 18:33-38 33 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said 
unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? 34 Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing 
of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? 35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own 
nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 36 Jesus 
answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would 
my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from 
hence. 37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest 
that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 
38 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the 
Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all. 

 
How can his kingdom be “in this world” but “not of (the) this world”? The Greek for “into” is 
defined by Strong as “a primary preposition indicating the point reached or entered, of place, 
time” and the Greek for “of” is defined by Strong as “a primary preposition denoting origin (the 
point whence motion or action proceeds)”.  
 
The kingdom of God therefore entered the world at particular point, place, and time, but the 
origin of the kingdom was not the world. In Matthew’s gospel, it is called “the Kingdom of 
Heaven”, denoting its origin. In the three other gospels, it is called “the Kingdom of God”, also 
denoting its origin. Heaven is wherever God abides. Hence, when Jesus responded to the 
Pharisees about the timing of the kingdom of God’s arrival in the world, he said: 
 

Luke 17:20b-21 The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: 21 Neither shall 
they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 

 
This passage of scripture can be the subject of some controversy. The Greek word translated 
“within” is only used twice in the scriptures. Once here in Luke 17 and once in Matthew 23. In 
both passages, Jesus is addressing the Pharisees, but about two seemingly different subjects. In 
Luke, about when and where the kingdom of God would be and, in Matthew, about the 
importance of the inner condition versus the outer condition of an individual. Both passages are 
about what is inside and invisible versus what is outside and visible.  
 
The root of the Greek word translated “within” from the passages in Luke and Matthew has the 
meaning of being “among”, and some interpret the passage in Luke from that root, rather than 
from the full word, with the implication that Jesus couldn’t possibly be telling the Pharisees that 
the kingdom was in them (they were Pharisees after all), but rather that the kingdom was among 
them or, alternately, that they were in the midst of (in proximity to) the kingdom. The root word 
is used 2720 times in the scriptures and was interpreted to mean various things in the English. 
The full word is used only 2 times. To clarify, let’s read what John writes: 
 

1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the world. 
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In the Philadelphia Confession, Chapter 27 “Of the Church”, Paragraph 1, it states: “The catholic 
or universal church, which (with respect to the internal work of the Spirit and truth of 
grace) may be called invisible, consists of the whole number of the elect, that have been, 
are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ, the head thereof; and is the spouse, the body, 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
 
The kingdom is then, did not originate in the world, but originated in Heaven from God, and it 
has come into the world at the times that God has determined throughout history, with it being 
particularly revealed from the time of John the Baptist’s ministry through Jesus Christ’s and his 
apostles’ ministries. In the present, the kingdom is invisible, existing and operating within the 
elect of God. In a sense, it is the equivalent to what our forefathers called “the catholic or 
universal church” of all saints, awake and asleep, for all of time. 
 
Gospel: 
 
So why does this matter? It matters because “the gospel of the kingdom” ought to be the subject 
matter of our preaching. 
 

Matthew 4:23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease 
among the people. 

 
Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease 
among the people. 

 
Mark 1:14-15 14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

 
 
We’ve defined “the kingdom”, so let’s define “the gospel”. 
 

Strong’s: “A good message” or “to announce the good news”. 
 
Thayer’s: “(Prior to the death of Christ) The glad tidings of the kingdom of God soon to 
be set up, and subsequently also of Jesus the Messiah, the founder of this kingdom. After the 
death of Christ, the term comprises also the preaching of (concerning) Jesus Christ as having 
suffered death on the cross to procure eternal salvation for the men in the kingdom of God, but as 
restored to life and exalted to the right hand of God in heaven, thence to return in majesty to 
consummate the kingdom of God.” 
 
Webster’s: evangelium, a good or joyful message; the history of the birth, life, actions, 
death, resurrection, ascension and doctrines of Jesus Christ; or a revelation of the grace of God to 
fallen man through a mediator, including the character, actions, and doctrines of Christ, with the 
whole scheme of salvation, as revealed by Christ and his apostles. This gospel is said to have been 
preached to Abraham, by the promise, "in thee shall all nations be blessed." Gal 3:8. 

 
The news or message of the kingdom is good, glad, and joyful. This is the news or message that 
we should preach today. This was not only for John and Jesus, but for all who would follow 
them into this present day. We have examples of the 12 apostles in Matthew 10:7, the 70 
disciples in Luke 10:9, Philip in Acts 8:12, and Paul in Acts 20:25, all preaching the kingdom.  
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Preaching: 
 
Jesus, prior to his death, burial, and resurrection, said: 

Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world 
for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 

 
After his death, burial, and resurrection, Jesus commanded:  

Matthew 28:19-20 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen. 
 
Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. 

 
And Luke records: 

Luke 24:45-47 45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the 
scriptures, 46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead the third day:47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
 

This is the gospel of the kingdom, the good, glad, joyful message: Jesus Christ is both savior and 
ruler of the citizens of his invisible kingdom, which is in (on earth) but not of (as it is in heaven) 
this world. While the kingdom is on earth, it is revealed in the assemblies of its citizens 
(churches), and it is “subject to mixture and error” as the Philadelphia Confession tells us and as 
Jesus himself speaks in Matthew 13 and in other places in scripture. Nonetheless, our message is 
the same as that which Peter preached on Pentecost in Jerusalem: 
 
It is a message for all the world, all the nations, and every creature. 

Joel 2:32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD 
shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath 
said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call. 

 
It is a message about Jesus. 

Acts 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye 
yourselves also know: 

 
It is a message about Jesus’ defeat of death in his resurrection. 

Acts 2:24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was 
not possible that he should be holden of it. 
 

It is a message about Jesus’ exaltation and his gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Acts 2:32-33 32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 33 Therefore 
being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of 
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 

 
It is a message about Jesus as ruler (master and king) of his kingdom. 

Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made 
that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 
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It is a message about salvation from the sins of self and society, and life as citizens in the 
kingdom through Jesus, by the Holy Ghost. 

Acts 2:37-42 37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call. 40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves 
from this untoward generation. 41 Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 42 And 
they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers. 


