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WCF 16.7 (TPH p928)  
Works done by unregenerate men, although for the matter of them they may be things 
which God commands, and of good use both to themselves and others;a yet because they 
proceed not from a heart purified by faith,b nor are done in a right manner, according to the 
Word,c nor to a right end, the glory of God;d they are therefore sinful, and cannot please 
God, or make a man meet to receive grace from God.e And yet their neglect of them is 
more sinful and displeasing unto God.f 
a. 1 Kings 21:27, 29; 2 Kings 10:30-31; Phil 1:15-16, 18. • b. Gen 4:3-5 with Heb 11:4, 6. • c. Isa 1:12; 1 Cor 13:3. • d. Mat 6:2, 5, 16. • 
e. Amos 5:21-22; Hosea 1:4; Hag 2:14; Rom 9:16; Titus 1:15; 3:5. • f. Job 21:14-15; Psa 14:4; 36:3; Mat 23:23; 25:41-45. 
 

Job 21:13 They spend their days in wealth, 
And in a moment go down to the grave. 

14 Yet they say to God, ‘Depart from us, 
For we do not desire the knowledge of Your ways. 

15 Who is the Almighty, that we should serve Him? 
And what profit do we have if we pray to Him?’ 

16 Indeed their prosperity is not in their hand; 
The counsel of the wicked is far from me. 

17 “How often is the lamp of the wicked put out? 
How often does their destruction come upon them, 
The sorrows God distributes in His anger? 

18 They are like straw before the wind, 
And like chaff that a storm carries away. 

19 They say, ‘God lays up one’s iniquity for his children’; 
Let Him recompense him, that he may know it. 

20 Let his eyes see his destruction, 
And let him drink of the wrath of the Almighty. 

21 For what does he care about his household after him, 
When the number of his months is cut in half? 

22 “Can anyone teach God knowledge, 
Since He judges those on high? 

23 One dies in his full strength, 
Being wholly at ease and secure; 

24 His pails are full of milk, 
And the marrow of his bones is moist. 

25 Another man dies in the bitterness of his soul, 
Never having eaten with pleasure. 

26 They lie down alike in the dust, 
And worms cover them. 

27 “Look, I know your thoughts, 
And the schemes with which you would wrong me. 

28 For you say, 
‘Where is the house of the prince? 
And where is the tent, 
The dwelling place of the wicked?’ 

29 Have you not asked those who travel the road? 
And do you not know their signs? 

30 For the wicked are reserved for the day of doom; 
They shall be brought out on the day of wrath. 
 

Ps 14:1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, 
They have done abominable works, 
There is none who does good. 

2 The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men, 
To see if there are any who understand, who seek God. 

3 They have all turned aside, 
They have together become corrupt; 
There is none who does good, 
No, not one. 

4 Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, 
Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 
And do not call on the LORD? 

5 There they are in great fear, 
For God is with the generation of the righteous. 

Ps 36:1 An oracle within my heart  
 concerning the transgression of the wicked: 

There is no fear of God before his eyes. 
2 For he flatters himself in his own eyes, 

When he finds out his iniquity and when he hates. 
3 The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit; 

He has ceased to be wise and to do good. 
4 He devises wickedness on his bed; 

He sets himself in a way that is not good; 
He does not abhor evil. 

5 Your mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; 
Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 

6 Your righteousness is like the great mountains; 
Your judgments are a great deep; 
O LORD, You preserve man and beast. 

Matthew 23:23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay 
tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier 
matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to 
have done, without leaving the others undone. 24 Blind guides, who 
strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 

Matthew 25:41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart 
from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was 
thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not 
take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and 
you did not visit Me.’ 44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, 
saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of 
the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away 
into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Romans 9:18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He 
wills He hardens. 19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find 
fault? For who has resisted His will?” 20 But indeed, O man, who are 
you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to him who 
formed it, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Does not the potter 
have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for 
honor and another for dishonor? 

22 What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power 
known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath 
prepared for destruction 

Romans 2:4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, 
and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to 
repentance? 5 But in accordance with your hardness and your 
impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will 
render to each one according to his deeds” 
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