
Seeing God’s Love For Us - John 15:18-27      11-6-22 
 When someone explains the sovereignty of God and the doctrines of grace do you think 
to yourself that that person is describing God’s love for you when you are in Christ? A misnomer 
of Calvinism and Reformed theology is often that it is so negative with all its talk about sin and 
its massive, wide-spreading effects. This was often wrongly said about the Puritans that they 
were so down and negative. Especially when the expression of specific theological truth is dug 
into many can find it difficult to recognize the descriptions of God’s love for them. This needs to 
be part of our training. When predestination is explained do you recognize that that’s describing 
how God loves you when you are in Christ? When God’s providence is explained do you 
recognize that that’s describing how God loves you when you are in Christ? When total depravity 
is explained do you recognize that that’s describing how God loves you when you are in Christ? 
When repentance is explained do you recognize that that’s describing how God loves you when 
you are in Christ? When suffering is explained do you recognize that that’s describing how God 
loves you when you are in Christ? When God’s law is explained as the path of the upright and 
how God’s law is still valid and binding do you recognize that that’s describing how God loves 
you when you are in Christ? The effects of grace make us see this grace of God at work, which is 
the love of God for us applied in all these areas. These are the flashing lights in our lives that say, 
“God loves you!” This all, and what we will get into today too, is the impetus, the driving force, 
that causes us to endure and see God’s love for us in the hardest of hardships. So this is what we 
are going to look at in three ways today.  
 But first I want to begin with a story about a man who thought he had a good handle on 
things and who thought he knew God’s love for him. Through studies and discussions about the 
sovereignty of God in salvation where the truth of our human nature and of the doctrines of grace 
were explained this man began to see that he didn’t have too good of a handle on things after all. 
He had been around a lot of watered down and softened “truth,” so as he heard what God had to 
say about him and the way of peace in Jesus he struggled with how bad God said he was and 
how it was said that he could not do anything in salvation. But it wasn’t until he truly saw the 
blackness of his sin that he truly saw the radiance of God’s love toward him in Jesus. It’s just like 
how Ephesians 2, that I closed the service with last week, that places the diamond of grace 
against the backdrop of our black sin that then the riches of God’s love for us in Jesus is 
described as “immeasurable.” As this man broke more and more over his sin he wept more and 
more in such thankfulness over the undeserving love of God that had been poured out on him in 
and through Jesus. And the grateful weeping doesn’t stop.  
 It’s a wonder to me at times of how we can hinder our training in righteousness when we 
get too hung up on hearing the bad news. We must recognize that the whole counsel of God, 
when it addresses those in Christ, is describing God’s love for us at every turn, no matter the 
subject. Even in the bad news, because we know that’s not the end for us who are in Christ, if 
you are. God’s wrath is upon this nation, because many who are claiming His name have run 
headlong into spiritual adultery and that can come across so negative, yet there is a remnant as 
this, I pray, is you who see and understand the times. When all that is delved into in our 
gathering here, do you see God’s love for you in that?  



 This brings us to our three ways we can see God’s love for His people in this passage, 
which is 1) in the world’s reaction, 2) in the disciples’ acceptance, and 3) in the disciples’ 
witness. And as we go through these we will notice God’s sovereignty that plays into each point.  
 Right away we ought to see a juxtaposition, or contrast, between hatred and love.  
 18“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19If you were of 
the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A 
servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they 
kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21But all these things they will do to you on account of 
my name, because they do not know him who sent me. 
 In the hatred of the world toward the disciple of Christ the disciple of Christ should see in 
that the love of God for him or her. This is because they are in Christ, positionally and they walk 
in Christ, progressively. The new heart that God recreates is one that is from above, from the 
sovereign work of God by the Holy Spirit, so there is then a disposition of that heart to follow 
Jesus. So the pattern that is then laid out for the life of a Christian is that the world will be 
opposed to you, because it was opposed to Jesus. This isn’t a maybe as we may think from verse 
18 with the “if,” but it will happen as the end of verse 19 clearly says. It is more deeply rooted in 
the sovereign election of God in choosing you out of the world. And since there is that direct 
connection from election before the foundation of the world to regeneration in time, as we noted 
last week, then there the world will hate the Christian. The Christian lives by a different standard. 
The structure of their life is different and grows more totally different. Jesus further roots this in 
the servant and master relationship where it is to be expected that you will be hated, because you 
are a servant of the master and the master was hated, therefore you are not greater than the 
master. You will not be treated nicer than the master. Your close connection with the master itself 
is already something that marks you and when you follow Him in His ways then that marking of 
being hated will be evident. Jesus further says that this will be on account of His name, His 
reputation. They hate, because they don’t know the one whom they claim they know, the Father, 
which clearly connects us to them not knowing the purpose of the Father sending His Son.  
 So does this mean that everywhere the Christian goes there will be people sneering at 
them, yelling hatefulness at them, and it’ll just be hate, hate, hate all the time? No. Does the 
Christian have a main goal to seek after and intentionally make the world hate them? No. What it 
does mean is that when your life is the life that is evidencing a living faith and is not hidden, but 
is a light that is seen in truth and in action, in a love that does not rejoice in unrighteousness, as is 
a defining element of true love, then the world will not like it. This is the world in general, but 
also notice the specific context of the world here referring to the religious people of the day who 
reject the truth of who Jesus is and why He came. The world will be opposed to the life of truth 
and action as is lived out by the disciple of Christ. Remember not too long ago the statement, 
“they will know that you are disciples of Christ.” When this happens and when we are coming at 
life from the right motivation of love for God and neighbor and the foundation of following 
Christ and not trying to stir up angst for fun, then we ought to recognize God’s love for us in the 
world’s reaction. In His sovereign love He has separated us from the world even though we are 
left in the world at this moment. So we ought to see this as a tangible way of seeing His love for 
us while seeing our clear commission from Him. When opposition is on us we ought to take 
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great comfort in the fact that God is the one who has made us to be not of this world. To be 
numbered amongst Jesus, His disciples, and others who experienced this opposition in 
faithfulness, that must be a great encouragement to those who are experiencing that today. Our 
new nature has been born from above, so there is a fundamental tension with the world. And 
through how negative that may come across in talking about all the implications of that, this is 
seeing that God loves you. 19If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but 
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 
 This tension shows that by nature we are a people who want to stay in our comfort zones. 
And conflict is difficult, which is a major reason why so many Christians have retreated from the 
public square. It’s too hard. It’s too messy. There’s too much animosity. They don’t want to be 
hated by the world. And the world’s opposition to Christ is growing, so that potential of hatred 
from the world is growing and by nature we want to hide from that. That’s a major reason why so 
many Christians don’t face the issue of abortion the way we should according to God. But when 
godly faithfulness is growing from a genuine desire to follow Christ in that environment of 
opposition while knowing what will happen, in one form or another, in what reactions the world 
will have, then we ought to be finding rest and courage in that. And we need to see the love of 
God for us in that. We have been taken out of the world and put into Christ purely, because God 
has chosen to where none of that reason for Him doing that is based on what you do. It is purely 
by grace alone. And yet He keeps us here for our own good and for the fuller purpose of His will 
here on earth, to refine us, sanctify us, and to glorify Himself in the process by our witness in the 
world. And this is a major part of that process that inherently shows us God’s love for us.  
 Here it is crucial to note that one really important question of our day that this passage 
addresses, is whether the Christian is supposed to be involved in public affairs. This whole 
passage makes it clear. They are supposed to be involved in public affairs with the truth of God 
as their witness. If they weren’t and it was supposed to be kept to themselves in private and just 
in their fellowship with each other only then why would the world hate them? Why would they 
be persecuted? Nobody would care if they kept to their own business. No one would’ve cared if 
they said, “I may be opposed to what the world is doing, but who am I to say they are wrong? 
That’s not my place,” like so many say today. Caesar was fine with that mentality as long as they 
didn’t make trouble and as long as they obeyed him and his decrees. Tyrants are tame if you obey 
them. But we don’t when they are tyrants, because a tyrant is one who abuses the authority that 
God has given them.  
 Attached to this is the reality we should see, if we are in Christ as we are trained by God, 
we should see that our very acceptance of God shows us His love for us. The very fact that you 
truly accept Jesus for who He is and for what He has done for you, if you do, shows His love for 
you given that by nature you don’t want to accept Him and can’t accept Him. Because they have 
not accepted His word and His works, then these of the world are guilty of the sin of rejecting the 
Messiah. This is what comes out of verses 22-25. When Jesus says that they would not have been 
guilty of sin would it not have been for what He had said and what He had done He is 
highlighting their sin of rejection, not sin in general. The Bible is very clear about every human 
being being guilty before God, because of original sin and its effects. So here it is highlighting 
their specific sin in not accepting Jesus for who He is in what He has said and in what He has 



done. The phrase “they hated me without cause” is very important in this as it points to sin of 
injustice, of false witness, and of partiality.  
 Juxtaposed to this is the acceptance of the disciples. They have accepted Jesus in who He 
is and why He came, though it is clear they struggle without the Spirit within them yet. But His 
word has been effectual, it has had a changing effect on them, and His works have supported that 
in showing who He is. This has not been the case for the “world,” those in unbelief during that 
time. In the cause of this we must see God’s sovereignty in His grace and in His plan when we 
read in verse 25, “But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled.” He has chosen 
these disciples and not these people who reject Him, which is primarily pointed at those who will 
end up crucifying Him, which is the religious leaders of His day. And it’s not only the people, but 
the action in their rejection is, and has been, a part of God’s sovereign plan. Acts 4:22-24 
explains this more, “22 Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you 
by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as 
you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him 
up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.” 
 So then as this applies to those who come to accept Jesus and those who reject Him we 
must see God’s love for His people in light of the truth of God’s sovereignty, because that is 
grace. Grace cannot include any contributing work otherwise it is not grace. So the very action of 
accepting Jesus and His truth and keeping Him and His word is produced by God and is an act of 
His love for us.  
 This action of accepting produces a witness, which goes back to the reaction of hatred. 
That hatred is in response to the witness. Jesus says, 26“But when the Helper comes, whom I 
will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear 
witness about me. 27And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the 
beginning.” The Spirit produces the witness, so if we are witnessing about Jesus then God is 
showing us His love for us. This is a drive within you that is not your own, not produced by you. 
Every true Christian has this, though we may struggle and fight to bury it, because of our 
nervousness or introvertedness. But it is there. We have a burden to be a witness. That’s one 
reason why we need to see that this is an evidence of God’s love for us. This ought to be a 
motivator for us to step out more, because it is God who wills and who works for His good 
pleasure in and through us who are in Christ. We could not come up with this on our own given 
what our natural condition is under sin.  
 Notice who it is that ultimately bears witness about Jesus. It is the Spirit. Yet, it is also 
highlighted that the disciple of Christ, from their perspective and genuine desire to, witnesses 
about Jesus, because of their time with Him. This doesn’t just apply to these specific disciples 
who have been with Jesus from the beginning of His earthly ministry, but it is to all the true 
disciples of Jesus, Christians, where Jesus’ ministry is to them by the Spirit through His truth 
from the beginning of when they are born-again and on as they grow in time and in fellowship 
with Him. During that time a witness is produced by the sovereign work of the Spirit. This is an 
incredible evidence of God’s love for us! So much of the Christian life is put into this as a 
disciple is a learner and every Christian is a disciple. And what we learn as disciples comes out 
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as testifying to the truth of God about His Son, about His grace, and about His work in history in 
justice and mercy.    
 Notice further how this witness by the Spirit that’s about Jesus is in alignment with His 
word. And those who keep Jesus’ word will keep the disciples’ word. It is necessary that the 
word of Christ be rightly understood and proclaimed, because they are to match up. “If they kept 
my word, they will also keep yours.” This word testifies about the person and purpose of Jesus 
for the salvation of those who are lifeless inside and lawless against God. You see how this 
connects back to the hatred toward those who faithfully follow Jesus? It’s the message that 
confronts the human nature. It’s the message that exposes the evil works of the world. It’s the 
message that proclaims the one and only King over all and Savior of sinful man. And when God 
works His saving grace through it, it is the message that frees the sinner from bondage. It brings 
new life to the walking dead. It shows the undeserving the love of God for them that’s in Jesus. It 
gives hope and peace. It’s gives purpose, motivation, and endurance. What an incredible 
testimony of God’s mercy through the darkest of situations. And those who keep Jesus’ word 
keep the word of His people who are faithful to His word, those who do not tamper with His 
message. So no matter how negative that message may seem as it has to be truthful, those who 
have come to Christ must be trained in seeing God’s love for them at every point, at every issue. 
The whole counsel of God says to the Christian, “I love you,” no matter what it speaks on. We 
must see it resonating in every verse like these we looked at today. May God grant us eyes to see 
that.


