
The Prophetic Voice of God in the World - FBI 11-7-21
God did not intend for the prophetic voice of “Thus saith the Lord” to stop. This 

prophetic voice was the central focus of Old Testament prophetic ministry. Prophets were sent 
out by God to forth-tell, to proclaim the Word of God. Often times this was described as a burden 
and it was a burden that God had placed on these people and they were to unload their burden to 
the world that they were in. The nature of this burden was to confront the evils of the world 
whether it was specifically addressing the sins of God’s covenant people or whether it went 
broader out to everyone else. Central to this burden was the call to repent and believe, but that 
call was always being broadcasted within the context of life. It was always in the face of what 
the issues were at that time period. We can see in examples like Isaiah or Jeremiah or any other 
Prophet that their concern for justice and righteousness did not exist in a vacuum, unattached to 
life issues. These very issues were the catalyst that would bring out “Thus saith the Lord” and it 
was there that forgiveness of sin in Christ could be seen more clearly. It was in that context that 
the imputed righteousness of the Messiah could be revealed. 

A major piece to this prophetic ministry was that everything was seen through a biblical 
lens or a spiritual lens. No matter what was happening the Prophet saw the spiritual issue at 
hand. There was no sense of a secular state, an existence with a separation from God in thought 
or in life. Everything was known to be God’s and everything that happened existed under God’s 
sight and God’s authority. Everything was regarded as spiritual, because it was. The Prophets of 
God recognized that everyone is religious, no matter who they are or what they believe. And all 
that people do, it comes from a spiritual foundation. It could be said in this way, our worldview 
is the lens through which we see the world and the filter through which we understand the world. 
Everyone has a worldview that they operate from. Everyone has an answer to all the issues of 
life. The question is, where do these answers come from? That is our worldview. This is what the 
Prophets recognized. 

So when you get down to today, here are two underlying problems that create a confusion 
and a negligence on this matter of the prophetic voice of God in the world. The first is that we 
have made church and the Christian faith to be such a private matter, especially in the last two 
decades. This comes from a faltering on the second problem, which is the push of the world and 
the compromise of the church regarding the idea that there is such a thing as secular, a life that is 
separate from God. So what’s happened is the more and more the church has listened to the voice 
of the world the more and more the church has changed its identity and its role. This voice of the 
world has subtly and incrementally said to the church, “Your faith is to be quiet, it is to be strictly 
personal for you, and it is to exist separate from the rest of life.” And the church has listened and 
the prophetic voice of God in the world has grown to be a faint light. This needs to change! And 
it needs to start from the pulpit and move on out to effecting the pew. 

So in tackling this issue, here’s our road map for this afternoon. 1) We will read a couple 
of texts with Matthew 28:18-20 as our anchor. 2) Then we will reiterate an application that 
comes from the starting point in our anchor text. 3) Then we will note some important pieces of 
this Commission that pertain to our topic. And 4) lastly, we will address the problems, so that we 
can see the road ahead. 

[READ] Matthew 28:18-20 and Jeremiah 1:13-19
2 Cor 4:1-6 - by the open statement of truth we commend ourselves to everyone’s 

conscience in the sight of God



Ephesians 5:6-17
So to reiterate an application that comes from the starting point in our anchor text. There 

is nothing that exists and happens that is not under the Lordship of King Jesus. There is no way 
in which someone could live a life that is separated from God and not under His sight, His 
authority, and His governance. It is a mere illusion to attempt such a thing. It is a delusion and 
fanciful thinking that tries some attempt at a neutrality that doesn’t exist. Many have come to 
ignore the omni attributes of Jesus and the wickedness of the human heart wants to do this, 
thinking that there are pockets of life where we can hide from God and live free from Him. This 
is the common viewpoint of today that exists and sadly does so in many churches. But the 
fountain from which the Great Commission comes out of is that Jesus has all authority in heaven 
and on earth. This has always been, but even more so since His first coming. Abraham Kuyper 
was right on when he said that Jesus declares that there is not one single square inch in all of 
creation that He does not say, “Mine!” Jesus owns it all and He is the authority over it all. 

So it’s on this authority that we are to go, go into all the world as Mark’s Gospel 
specifies. “All the world” leaves no areas unchecked. And this going into all the world is not just 
a geographical reference, it is more so a cultural reference and a societal reference. This is where 
it gets clear that preaching the gospel happens in the contexts of life and not in a vacuum. The 
gospel is to be brought to bear upon education, upon entertainment, upon journalism, and 
everywhere else within various cultural contexts whether it is leaving your country and going to 
another or whether it is leaving your state and going to another or whether it is going to another 
town. So this is really a call to go into the public square of society and the various societies all 
over the place. 

So what are some important pieces of this Commission itself? For one, Jesus commands 
us to disciple people or make disciples. What should be understood by this? Is this just strictly 
evangelism or is it just strictly discipleship in the confines of sanctification, growth when you are 
already a Christian, or is it both? It is both and has to be. We can’t look at this strictly as one or 
the other. These are men who are going into uncharted territories where there will be many 
unbelievers. So evangelism is the very root of this call. And this call is from the perspective of 
the evangelizer or the teacher/discipler as they serve God’s Word to the other person. So this 
starts with someone coming to be saved by the work of the Spirit through the proclamation of the 
gospel. And that is automatically connected to or flows into teaching or discipling someone as 
they grow in sanctification from infancy to maturity. This then goes into the other important 
piece, which is the specific command that Jesus gives His disciples. It is to teach people to obey, 
guard, keep watch over all that He has commanded. Let’s notice three pieces of this command.

1) Teaching is central in all Christian ministry and life whether it is teaching we do or 
teaching we receive. Our life should be word-centered and our calling as ambassadors for Christ 
should be word-centered. This means that this is a theological endeavor. It is one of learning 
God’s truth in the head and using in practice from the heart. To despise or diminish the sound 
doctrine of God is to despise or diminish God. As this commission is focused on the teacher then 
we must see the need to open our mouths. Again, that is central. Our actions or behaviors ought 
to adorn the teaching, but they are to never take the place of teaching or be primary above 
teaching. 

2) We are to teach people to obey or keep watch over. Like evangelism being at the root 
of making disciples this obedience or keeping watch over has the initial salvific repentance of sin 



and belief in Christ at the root as well. The command of the gospel for salvation is to repent and 
believe. If this is not done then no other obedience will follow. The heart cannot produce any 
other obedience unless it is recreated first and produces, by the Spirit’s work, repentance of all 
our sin before God and belief in Christ alone for our salvation. This is the very first movement of 
what Paul says is obedience of faith. That obedience goes and lives on from there and that is the 
trajectory of this context of this commission. 

3) Continuing from that foundation is the need for new believers, products of God’s work 
through the Great Commission, they are to keep watch over all the things that Jesus has 
commanded His disciples. And the evangelizer/teacher is to tell them that. If we do not recognize 
how this is about the prophetic voice of God for the home, for government, for entertainment, for 
the arts, for economy as God’s law, God’s truth is to address these areas of life then we are 
missing it and failing in our own obedience to this commission. As Jesus says that we are to 
teach men and women to obey all that He has commanded this means that we are to take all of 
God’s Word and rightly understand how God’s commands are to be applied to life. Now, when 
we start talking about God’s law in this way many Christians get really uneasy. In our American 
Christianity we have developed a very damaging antinomianism, an anti-law mentality, because 
we have been taught in so many ways that God’s law is not necessary at all anymore. So we get 
really confused here into thinking that whenever someone talks about obeying God’s law they 
are talking about obeying God’s law to be saved. This confusion comes from, one, because many 
people actually believe that. Many people believe that it is by their obedience to God’s law that 
God accepts them. Because of this, on the other hand, we then tend to repel any law language 
and automatically label it as legalism. But that also comes from a misunderstanding of God’s 
law, primarily in its uses, how it is to be used. The three primary ways God’s law is used is 1) to 
restrain wickedness out in society. 2) It is to be used as a mirror to show the sinner their sin, 
which makes the restraining use of the law in society important. And 3) God’s law is to be a path 
for the new creation that is in Christ. It is supposed to be the lamp to our feet and the light to our 
path. It is supposed to be the paths of righteousness that we are led on for Jesus’s names sake. 
These three uses of the law are important when it comes to this commission. The first two are to 
play a part in evangelism, one that opens up the way to the proclamation of the gospel the way 
God has designed it. This is evident in the ministry of Jesus at many times. Then the third use of 
the law as a path for the new believer to walk on is most directly applicable to this commission. 
Law teaching is not legalism when our sanctification is biblical. When we have a clear 
understanding of the differences between the law and the gospel in their nature and their uses and 
when we have a clear understanding of the differences between conversion/justification/the 
moment of salvation and sanctification, the lifelong process of living out our salvation then we 
are going to be more effective in fulfilling this commission the way we are supposed to. We will 
be the prophetic voice of God in all the world both as the church and as individuals that live 
within a society. 

Now, given all that we’ve talked about, Christians and the church, specially in America, 
have not done a good job in fulfilling this commission the way God has set it out. What hasn’t 
helped? What are some of the problems that have come up, so that we can see the road ahead? 

1) The number one problem is that there are many unconverted “Christians” within 
Christianity. This is a reality that we must face and we must do so in a biblically balanced 
manner. Unfortunately there seems to be many people who have not been sent out by God and 



when that happens then the prophetic voice of God does not go out. But because Christianity has 
been so easy and watered down in what it actually is and in how someone becomes a Christian 
that this role of the church and the individual Christian is lost. 

2) The next problem is directly connected to the first, we have bad theology. This 
problem is caused by a number of other problems. One, is that problem of unconverted 
“Christians.” Two, is the problem that when there are unbelievers who think they’re believers 
then there is a whole bunch of mixing of falsehood and truth, which causes confusion and 
ignorance. Three, our bad theology is passed on from one generation to the next and it can easily 
get worse as time goes on. This has been a problem for some time, because we keep diminishing 
God’s truth into a shallow grave, we keep thinking vagueness is a good thing, and we keep 
thinking that our subjective feelings are primary, not objective truth. We also keep thinking that 
consistent ignorance is still a free pass, especially when it comes to how God saves someone. If 
we are to fulfill the Great Commission in a specific way, like we’ve described, then don’t you 
think that God is going to make it very clear as to how He saves someone? And what our role is 
in that whole process? So sound theology is crucial in our mission. Fourthly, we’ve been too 
influenced by the world. 

3) And that’s the third problem that arises from these first two. It is that we have been 
heavily influenced by the world. We’ve let the ideologies of the world effect what we believe. 
We’ve let the marketing schemes of the world effect the way we go about this commission. The 
voice we listen to is not the voice of our Shepherd. This ought to be very concerning for those 
who see what’s happening. This directly effects our voice in the world and that should raise some 
red flags, because we are not to sound like the world and be best friends with the world. God is 
watching and for us to be influenced by the world the way we are then we will be guilty of 
spiritual adultery and syncretism, which is the attempt to blend true religion with other religion. 
These are very dangerous and God despises this. Hence the judgment that God unleashes on 
unfaithfulness. We see that time and time again with Israel through the prophetic ministries of 
the Old Testament Prophets, specifically. 

4) A last problem that is much more specific and is prevalent right now is that the 
doctrine of the separation of church and state has been redefined. This is an area where the 
church has listened to the world without even really knowing it. The separation of church and 
state is an issue that helps us define this Great Commission, if we understand it rightly. Jesus 
commands every Christian to go out into the world and be the prophetic voice of God in the 
world saying, “Thus saith the LORD” and applying His Word to everything. This is to be done 
individually and as the church collectively. Both hit the same premise. This falls in line with the 
freedom of religion and freedom of speech that are fundamental to this nation. But in recent 
years that has been flipped on its head with the redefining of what the separation of church and 
state is. Now it is defined by many as this, you have to leave your religious views out of your 
“public” life, which means that you cannot say that transgenderism is wrong or that abortion 
should be against the law or that prayer taken out of schools is unconstitutional. You can’t say 
those things when your Christianity governs your thinking and how you live in the public square. 
This is the very war we are getting into that is growing by the day. And for many years now the 
church has just backed off, stayed silent, and let it happen. And even worse, in a growing 
number, has agreed with the redefinition. All because of the previous problems that I just 
mentioned. 



Now, how does this inform us for the road ahead? Many things need to happen, which is 
going to take individual Christians in their daily lives standing on the truth of God as the 
standard for everything and fulfilling that commission of the proclamation of the gospel and 
teaching people to keep watch over all that Jesus has commanded. 

This is an ongoing endeavor that takes this activity in your vocation and the rest of daily 
life. Say you are a public school teacher and you see Critical Race Theory being taught where 
you are or you are asked to take that type of training. You say no and give the reason why from a 
biblical worldview that says, “Thus saith the LORD.” Or maybe in that same vocation you 
recognize that prayer being taken out of schools was never made an actual law, because the 
Supreme Court doesn’t make laws. So you start praying again and if you get in trouble then you 
have grounds to fight back and defend the standard of this nation, the Constitution, and the 
ultimate standard you hold to, which is the Bible. That is fulfilling the Great Commission. Say 
you are a business owner who has been told to follow the vaccine mandate, but you know that is 
against what God would have you do. You believe that people have a liberty of conscience to 
decide for themselves, which is given to them by God. You also recognize the governmental 
overreach that violates Romans 13. So you resist and in that you are vocal about why you resist. 
That is an opportunity to call people to salvation and call people to obedience. There you can be 
the prophetic voice of God in the world at the heart of where this commission should be fulfilled, 
your daily life. Say you are retired and your schedule is wide open and during that time you 
recognize that you can be active in this far more than other people, so you take the opportunity to 
be diverse in your range and go to stand outside abortion clinics and then you go to community 
meetings and then you go to do street ministry in some city and then you go randomly visit 
people in the hospital and then you go volunteer at a homeless shelter and then you go and get 
involved in a kids ministry and you go and go and go all by yourself, because you have that time 
that other people don’t. It’s there that you can have such an intentionality in being the prophetic 
voice of God in the world in so many areas. Say you are a salesman or a janitor or a grocery store 
clerk where you interact with a lot of people during the day. It is there that you can listen to the 
lives of people and you can scatter seed rather quickly that bring to the surface the issues that 
make people think about eternity and about how they live their life before the God that exists. 
And there are so many more examples of how individual Christians can fulfill this call of Christ 
and that individual aspect is at the heart of this call. If we want to see this nation change and this 
world change then it will be like this, where individual Christians look to reform the world with 
the truth of God. And they do it right where God has placed them in their day to day. We need 
these prophets as Supreme Court judges, as Attorney Generals, as health advisors, as cops, as 
teachers, as coaches, as entrepreneurs, as artists, as nurses and doctors, as garbagemen, as hair 
stylists, as everything else. And we can’t forget the home. Parents and grandparents need to be 
the prophetic voice of God in the home. And in addition to this these individuals ought to link 
arms with others and do these things together. This can happen in many different contexts. 

Like the Prophets of old we need to be burdened by the Lord with His truth and how that 
is effecting, or not effecting, this world. The relevant nature of God’s Word created that burden, 
because they heard what God had said and they saw what was happening in the societies around 
them and the two did not match up. So they were burdened to confront the world, because they 
had a love for souls and they had a desire to obey God’s call on their life. We need to be 
burdened today. Will we be burdened to be the prophetic voice of God in the world no matter 



what it may cost us? 


