
Jewish Wedding Ceremony and The Bride of Christ 

   A key to understanding the steps in believing   (November 4, 2018) 
 

Key thought:   
● None seek:   Romans 3:11  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 

God.  
● Jesus was sent:  Luke 19:10   For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was 

lost.  
● “Whosoever” becomes the included:   John 3:16   For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

Jesus came to “take” us:   John 1:10-13    He was in the world, and the world was made by him, 
and the world knew him not.  11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  12 But as 
many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name:  13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God. 
● Received defined:  “take” -- as in “I take you” in our marriage ceremonies 
● Jesus came to “take” His own, but they would not be “taken” -- Acts 28:27 they were “waxed 

gross”; “dull of hearing”; “eyes were closed” and hearts were hardened 
● The ministry changed focus -- Acts 28:28   Be it known therefore unto you, that the 

salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. 
● Jesus married to believers:   Romans 7:4    Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to 

the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised 
from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. 

● Jesus came to marry the bride -- first through “betrothal”:      2 Corinthians 11:2    For I am 
jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may 
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.  

● The marriage:   Revelation 19:7   Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.  

God’s perfect plan:   A physical plan to be used as an example for understanding -- 1 Corinthians 
10:11   Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
● Genesis 2:18-25   God + man + woman = marriage 

● Genesis 2:18   “It is not good that the man should be alone;”  
● Genesis 2:22   “made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.” 
● Genesis 2.25   “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto 

his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” 

The example becomes the purpose:    Ephesians 5:30-32    For we are members of his body, of 
his flesh, and of his bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be 
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church. 

The Jewish Wedding Ceremony becomes the “perfect plan”:  
Step 1 -- The father (Abraham) chooses a bride with the help of his closest servant (Eliezer - “God’s 

helper”):  Genesis 24  Abraham was old and sent his servant to search for a bride for the son Isaac 
● Fulfillment:  John 15:16   Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 

that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye 
shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 



● Fulfillment -- Parable of the Wedding Feast:   Matthew 22:2-3     The kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, And sent forth his servants to call 
them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. 

Step 2 -- The bride price is established:     Genesis 24:53   And the servant brought forth jewels of 
silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and 
to her mother precious things.     Genesis 29:20   And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and 
they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her.    Proverbs 31:10   Who can find a 
virtuous woman? For her price is far above rubies.  
● Note:  Wives were considered “possessions”;  Husband means “owner/master”;  10th 

commandment speaks of covet of the neighbor’s possessions including wives 
● The price:  Money; gold/silver; animals; service -- virgins cost double of widows 

● God’s standard was higher -- God’s people paid for wives;   Pagans paid nothing; they simply 
took (pagan wives had no value) 

● Fulfillment:  
● We were bought:   1 Corinthians 7:23   Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of 

men. 
● The price -- precious blood:   1 Peter 1:18-19   Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not 

redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received 
by tradition from your fathers;  19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot: 

● We are owned -- a purchased possession:   Ephesians 1:14   Which is the earnest of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. 

● Jesus wants us to remember:    Luke 22:19-20   And he took bread, and gave thanks, and 
brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in 
remembrance of me.  20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new 
testament in my blood, which is shed for you. 

Step 3 -- The bride’s consent:   Genesis 24:57-58    And they said, We will call the damsel, and inquire 
at her mouth. And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she 
said, I will go.  

● Note:  Genesis 24:51   The family tried to answer for Rebekah, but it is shown that the 
individual is the one that must answer - The Father, the Holy Spirit nor the family can 
answer 

● Fulfillment:   Romans 10:9-10    That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation. 

Step 4 -- The cup of the covenant:   Genesis 24:60   And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, 
Thou art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate 
of those which hate them. 
● In Jewish tradition, the cup of wine was shared to seal to marriage covenant;  the shared cup 

symbolized the shared life and the two becoming one;  in Judaism wine symbolizes joy; 
marriage is considered the highest source of joy on earth 

● Biblically speaking, “cup” can refer to judgment, wrath or redemption 
● Fulfillment:  Luke 22:20   Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new 

testament in my blood, which is shed for you. 
● This redeemer cup was out of the norm for a traditional seder passover meal -- this cup has 

become the “Cup of Remembrance” 
● 1 Corinthians 11:24-25   And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, 

eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the 



same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new 
testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 


