
January 16th, 2022PM – Kevin Olivier 
WCF 21, sec 1 – “The Regulative Principle” 

 
Leviticus 10:1-11 
 
Some children at our church may wonder why can’t we worship like the other churches in the 
community.  “Why can’t we have a projector & screen with video clips during the sermon…?” 
 
I. The normative principle- That which is not forbidden in worship is permitted.   

 
A. Consider some of the strange practices in the modern church: 

1. Interpretive dance 
2. Running laps in church 
3. Slapping people in the head to make them fall-down on the floor.  
4. Mimes (strange & silent clowns) in worship; date back to 476 BC; the purpose of the   
     white face was so that they could be seen far away.  Sometimes they are painted to    
     demonstrate emotion— often sadness.  [ Disturbing ] 

  
B. What killed Nadab & Abihu in Lev 10 was following this “normative principle.”   

 
1.  We do not know what was going on in their minds.  Perhaps they said, “We know God  

prescribed the use of fire; I am tired of doing this the same exact way every time.  Lets 
just change-it up to make it a bit boring.” 

   
2. The Gospel Coalition article: Garrett Kell- “Why Did G Kill Nadab & Abihu in Leviticus   
     10?”1 
 
3. Lev 10:1 is key to understand the reason why God killed them:  They “offered strange  
     fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them.” 

    
a. Ex 30:9 “You shall not offer any strange incense on this altar…”  
 
b. Ex 30:34-38 gave exact prescriptions regarding the proportion of spices, how to  
    make it, & that it was only to be used in holy worship.  Anyone who made it as a  
    perfume for private of family use would be cut off from the people of God.  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/two-priests-strange-fire-holy-god/ 



 
 
 
II. The regulative principle- Only that which is commanded in worship is permitted.    
 
WCF 21, sec 1 puts it this way:  “the acceptable way of worshiping the true God is instituted by himself, 
& so limited by his own revealed will, that he may not be worshiped according to the imaginations & 
devices of men, or the suggestions of Satan, under any visible representation, or any other way not 
prescribed in the Holy Scripture.” 

 
A. When your elders question whether or not to have a particular practice in worship, they must   
    first examine Scripture to see is there are any examples of God instituting such a practice as an  
   “acceptable way of worshiping” Him. 
 1. Our worship must be “limited by his own revealed will.”  That is the Bible.  

2. How much of what goes on in the Roman Catholic & Evangelical churches can be  
    classified as “the imaginations & devices of men, or the suggestions of Satan, under any  
    visible representation, or any other way not prescribed in the Holy Scripture.” 

   a. Imagine a doctrine wherein we are taught to pray to a dead saint— sometimes  
    with a little card with a picture or with a statue— rather than pray to the God of  
    heaven? 
b. Such a practice has no foundation in Scripture whatsoever.  → 1 Tim 2:5-8 
c. This practice can be destructive to the soul that follows such “strange fire.”  That   
    is why sec 1 describes such practices with very strong language, calling them, “the  
   suggestions of Satan.”   

  
B. This pertains to private worship as well as corporate worship. 

  1. Worshipping God with the use of “any visible representation” is forbidden. 
2. Ex 20:4-5 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven  
    above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  You shall not worship  
    them or serve them” 

 
C. “Why can’t we have some fun stuff during church?  Why just change-it up to make it less  
     boring.” 

1. Pray for joy in singing God’s praise 
2. Pray for joy in hearing the Word preached.  
3. Pray for joy in knowing you are given a glorious future in glory.  
4. If you want to be part of a church that uses the imagination of fallen man rather than  
    the revealed will of God, you are desiring that which is deadly for your soul. 

 
 


