
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

In preparation for Sunday, January 21, 2007      Passage: Acts 1:4-5 

Memory Passage: Ephesians 5:18-20 

TODAY: From your study this past week, what is one thing that impressed you that can be of help in your life? 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Acts 1:4-5.  What term is used to describe the coming of the Holy Spirit in these verses: Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4; Acts 2:33?   

(b) When did God make this promise (Isaiah 31:15; 39:28-29; 44:3; Joel 2:28)?   

(c) How was this promised baptism different from John’s (Acts 1:5; Mark 1:8)?  What kind of a baptism was John’s?  What kind of a 

baptism was the baptism that Jesus would give?   

(d) What did God tell Ezekiel about this baptism (Ezekiel 36:25-26)?  How would this be different from water baptism?   

(e) What will this promise of the Father provide (John 3:3-8; Galatians 4:6)?  What could we conclude about anyone who has not 

received this promise (Romans 8:9)?   

(f) Family: Read Acts 1:4-5 and Isaiah 39:28-29.  What is a promise?  What kind of promise had the Father given to the people of 

Israel?  What are the differences between John’s baptism and the promise of the Father?  Who is this promise for (Joel 2:28 and Acts 

2:21)?  Thank God for His faithfulness to keep all His promises, especially His promise to send the Holy Spirit. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.  Where does the Holy Spirit reside in the NT believer?  How is this different from those in the OT?   

(b) What was the relationship of the Holy Spirit to people in the Old Testament (1 Samuel 10:10; 16:14)?  What was David’s 

concern when he sinned (Psalm 51:11)?   

(c) How did Jesus distinguish the work of the Spirit in the OT from His promised work in the NT (John 14:16-17)?   

(d) What did Jesus say the Spirit would do when he came (John 16:7-15)?  How is this a fulfillment of the promise (Ezekiel 11:10; 

36:26-27)?   

(e) What does Paul mean in Romans 8:9?  Do believers need to receive the Holy Spirit later after they have received Jesus?  What 

could we say about someone that does not have the Holy Spirit?  How did Paul connect the baptism of the Spirit with regeneration in 

Titus 3:4-7?  How does any one receive the Spirit (Galatians 3:2)?   

(f) Family: Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 and John 14:16-17.  How was the role of the Holy Spirit different in the Old Testament?  

What does the Spirit do today?  Why is it essential that we learn to depend on Him, especially in evangelism (John 16:8-11)?  Pray 

that you will be more sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit in you life this week. 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read 1 Corinthians 12:13.  The term the baptism of the Holy Spirit is found 7 times in the NT.  Read Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; 

Luke 3:16; and John 1:33.  What does John say about this baptism?  Who will be the baptizer?  When will this take place?   

(b) In Acts 1:5, when does Jesus say this will take place?  The sixth usage is Acts 11:16.  What is Peter describing there?   

(c) This term is found only one time outside of the gospels and Acts.  In 1 Corinthians 12:13, Paul describes the baptism of the Holy 

Spirit.  According to this verse, who has been baptized by the Spirit?  Some believers or all believers (Ephesians 4:4)?   

(d) What kind of baptism is he describing?  What verb tense does he use?  Is this something that they will experience in the future or 

something they already have experienced?    

(e)  What does a baptism do for a person?   Compare what happens in water baptism with being baptized in the Spirit.  What are the 

similarities and the differences?   

(f) Family: Read Acts 1:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13 and Romans 8:9.  What is the “baptism of the Holy Spirit?”  What do people connect 

this with today?  What does the NT connect this baptism with?  Pray for someone today who needs to know Jesus.   

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Ephesians 5:18-21.  What command is given in verse 18?  Is there ever a command in the NT to be “baptized with the 

Holy Spirit?”  Do a search to find out.   

(b) What do the following passages tell us about the power of the Spirit for ministry (Acts 4:8, 31; 7:55; 13:9)?  Why is the work of 

the Spirit essential for ministry (John 15:5; Zechariah 4:6)?   

(c) What was one characteristic for those in leadership in the early church (Acts 6:3, 5, 8)?  Why would this be important?   

(d) In Ephesians 5:18-20, what comparisons/contrasts can be made between being filled with the Spirit and being “drunk with wine.” 

(e) In Ephesians 5:18-21, what are some of the results or evidences of a person being filled with the Spirit?  Make a list. 

(f) Family: Read Ephesians 5:18-20.  Talk about what it means to be “filled with the Spirit.”  Is this something that happens once or 

multiple times?  Why is it important for us to be filled with the Spirit?  What changes take place in our lives when we are full of the 

Spirit of God?  Ask the Lord to fill you with His Spirit each and every day this week.   



DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read John 7:37-39.  What was Jesus speaking about when he talked about rivers of living water?  When would this take place?   

(b) What does the picture of “overflowing” out of the “innermost part” of our being indicate about the filling or fullness of the Spirit?   

(c) What conditions does Jesus give for having this overflowing (compare Isaiah 44:3)?   

(d) Can this experience of the filling or fullness be lost?  How (Ephesians 4:30; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-19)?   

(e) What does the Holy Spirit do for believers today (Acts 13:52; Romans 5:5; Romans 14:17; Romans 15:13; Romans 8:15-16; 

Romans 8:26-27)?  Summarize what you have learned about the importance of the Spirit today.   

(f) Family: Read John 7:37-39 and Galatians 5:22-23.  Discuss what it means to be overflowing with the life of the Spirit.  How does 

this happen?  What must we do to be full of the Spirit in this way?  What kinds of things can we expect will happen to us when we 

are full of the Spirit?   

DAY 6 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

Think back through what you have learned each day this week.  Read Acts 1:4-5 and Ephesians 5:18-20.  What is the promise of the 

Father in the OT?  How was this fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost?  What is the difference between the baptism of the Spirit and the 

filling of the Spirit?  How is this distinction misunderstood today?  What does it mean to be “filled with the Spirit?”  Pray this 

morning that the presence of His Spirit might be evident in worship and ask the Lord to show you anything in your own life and heart 

that might grieve His Spirit and hinder His worship.  

 
DATE: January 21, 2007       PASSAGE: Acts 1:4-5 

 

The Promise of the Spirit 
“but wait for the promise of the Father… ” 


