
INTRA-AFRICAN AMERICAN CLASH OF VALUES 

Lupton, R.. (1984). President of Family Consultation Service, Atlanta, GA. The author of two of these lists.
“Achiever” and Subsistence (he uses term “Survivor”).  From a lecture, 10/27/84.

Achiever Values
Of the Middle and Working classes

Subsistence Values
Of the Underclass

Nihilistic Values
Of the Criminals

AMBITION
“Hard work yields getting ahead.”

RESIGNATION
“Hard work does not yield getting ahead.”

RECKLESSNESS
“Getting over by any means.”

DELAYED GRATIFICATION
“Tomorrow will be better than today.”

INSTANT GRATIFICATION
“Tomorrow will not be better than today.”

PREDATORY GRATIFICATION
“Tomorrow will never come.”

PRESERVATION OF PROPERTY
Personal ownership

EXPLOITATION OF PROPERTY
No ownership

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY
Anti-owner’s ownership

TIME ORIENTATION
Planning

CRISIS ORIENTATION
No planning

MOMENT ORIENTATION
“If it feels good, do it.”

GOAL ORIENTATION 
Planning

NEED ORIENTATION
No planning

WANT ORIENTATION
“If it feels good, do it.”


