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While women are prohibited from spiritual leadership in the church, their worth in God’s 

eyes and the role they are ordained to play are every bit as important as men’s. 

 

I. In church services, women are to learn but not teach. (v. 11) 

Rather, [women] should [display their] inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet 

spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. (1 Peter 3:4) 

 

After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place 

throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. 

Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned 

man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the 

Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only 

the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila 

heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more 

adequately. (Acts 18:23-26) 

 

You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have 

devoted themselves to the service of the Lord’s people. I urge you, brothers and sisters, to 

submit to such people and to everyone who joins in the work and labors at it. (1 Corinthians 

16:15-16) 

 

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over 

you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, 

for that would be of no benefit to you. (Hebrews 13:17) 

 

II. God has ordained that women are not to have spiritual leadership in the church. (v. 

12) 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 

Timothy 3:16-17) 

 

[Paul] writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters 

contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as 

they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. (2 Peter 3:16) 

 

But who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to the one who 

formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’” (Romans 9:20) 



 

III. God cites the order of creation as the reason for male headship. (v. 13) 

For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; neither was man created for woman, 

but woman for man. (1 Corinthians 11:8-9) 

 

Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 

breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had 

formed. The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were 

pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four 

headwaters. The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, 

where there is gold. (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) The 

name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. The name of the 

third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth river is the 

Euphrates. 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but 

you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you 

will certainly die.” 

The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for 

him.” 

Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the 

sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called 

each living creature, that was its name. So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in 

the sky and all the wild animals. 

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep 

sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place 

with flesh. Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he 

brought her to the man. 

The man said, 

“This is now bone of my bones 

    and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called ‘woman,’ 

    for she was taken out of man.” 

That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one 

flesh. 

Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. (Genesis 2:7-25) 

 
 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave 

nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:26-28) 

 



For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I 

have spoken. (John 12:49) 

 

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is the 

head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as 

the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her… 

(Ephesians 5:22-25) 

 

However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must 

respect her husband. (Ephesians 5:33) 

 

IV. God also cites who was responsible for the fall of mankind. (v. 13) 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said 

to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, 

‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch 

it, or you will die.’” 

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat 

from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 

also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, 

who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized 

they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

(Genesis 3:1-7) 

 

“You will want to control your husband, but he will dominate you.” (Genesis 3:16 -NET) 

 

V. Women’s ordained role in God’s plan is both beautiful and incredibly impactful. (v. 

15) 

You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. Teach the older men to be 

temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance. 

Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or 

addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. Then they can urge the younger women to 

love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, 

and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. (Titus 2:1-5) 

 

Has not the one God made you? You belong to him in body and spirit. And what does the one 

God seek? Godly offspring. (Malachi 2:15a) 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it. 

(Proverbs 22:6) 

 



 I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your 

mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. (2 Timothy 1:5) 

 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you 

know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy 

Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (2 

Timothy 3:14-15) 


