
God Frustrates the Plans of Man - John 11:45-53 12-5-21
This past week I had been reading through some of Ada’s history book with her and her 

chapter for the week was on Nazi Germany. One of the lessons was a biographical article on a 
man named Adolf Eichmann. The article was talking about how interesting it was that this man, 
who was the administrator and overseer of a mass murder organization within the Holocaust, he 
displayed such a levelheadedness and a sanity through what he did. The author noted that this 
man was a typical loving father at night, but during the day he had a hand in the killing centers 
where they burned and disposed of thousands of human beings a day. On a “good” day at 
Auschwitz they killed 10,000 people. So the author, as he recounted this man’s life, wondered 
how in the world could someone do all of that and yet show such a calm and sane demeanor? 
The conclusion that he came to and that the discussion question tried to bring out was that the 
reason why this man seemed to be so sane was that he really believed he was doing the right 
thing. He really believed that wiping out mass numbers of Jewish people and other people that fit 
certain parameters was good for humanity. In order for humanity to become better he, and many 
others during this time, thought killing certain people was right. It is such a wonder that the 
deception of sin and the devices of the enemy can cause someone to act in such a way as that. 
And not with an insanity about him that we think would be present, but a sanity, a calm, 
levelheadedness. That’s how thick the deceptiveness of sin can be. So when someone truly 
believes they are in the right and are doing what they think is right they rationalize and justify 
their actions, even when it involves murder. Yet through all that horror and wickedness can God 
mean it and use it for good?

That is a question that we struggle with so much, especially when it is situations like the 
Holocaust. How could God allow such a thing to happen? Further, how could He even ordain it 
to happen since He is sovereign over all things? Then, how could his purpose in it be meant for 
good as He has a greater purpose in all things that we can’t often understand? We think of similar 
things when it comes to 600,000 plus babies aborted each year or the Black Plague or the 
outcomes of the communist regimes that have taken place in various parts of the world that 
account for millions of deaths or the Great Depression or the more directly personal situations 
where someone dies unexpectedly when they seem to be in good health. Some of these have 
included human decisions that have brought about tragic outcomes and some of these seem to 
not have any immediate human cause. Either way, these situations that we encounter whether 
individually or collectively are hard to face. 

Here in this situation that we come into now involves human decision where the plans of 
man try to set a course for a certain outcome. If these types of situations happen outside of 
Scripture like the Holocaust or what happens in the socialist and communist regimes then it is 
harder for us to decipher the intention of God in His purpose for allowing it to happen and what 
will come out of it that is for His greater purposes. But when it is within the confines of Scripture 
we have a tremendous blessing that God has revealed Himself and His intentions in situations 
like this that can help us navigate the issues we see outside of biblical history. So what He has 
revealed in Scripture can help us in truth and in principle as we need to be leaning on the 
objective truth of God through the things we face. Case in point is the life of Joseph that is 
summed up in Genesis 50:20, which says, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 
meant it for good.” There were a lot of ups and downs in Joseph’s life and as what he says points 
back to the evil intentions of his brothers he declares what we all need to hear, “As for you, you 



meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.” This was but a shadow that drives us to the 
greater declaration of this concerning the death of Jesus in Acts 2:22-24 that says, “Men of Israel, 
hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and 
wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know — 23 this 
Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 
killed by the hands of lawless me. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it 
was not possible for him to be held by it.” But some may say, “Yeah, well, that’s different then 
the Holocaust and other horrific events. They are much worse.” Jesus was the only innocent 
person that has ever been killed. And He died voluntarily yet was killed by man solely on behalf 
of other people, people who hate Him by nature. Man has plans, but God has greater plans. And 
when man’s plans have wicked intention behind it, especially the killing of the Lord of glory 
then God frustrates the plans of man and brings out of it His greater purpose. 

This is what we will look at today. We will look at 1) the plan of man and 2) the projected 
outcome. Then we will look at 3) the plan of God and 4) His outcome. In this let us see what 
happened, because Jesus came into His own creation, fulfilled the will of His Father, and is now 
awaiting His return to come again. This is the hope, the peace, the joy that comes from Jesus’s 
advent all fulfilling the plan of God. 

Though some had believed in Jesus from witnessing the miraculous work of Jesus raising 
Lazarus from the dead there were also some who went the other way with it in a hardening of the 
heart. They went to the leaders to tell them what Jesus had done. So already we see the intentions 
of man that go against the Lord. But as soon as this information is passed on these Jewish leaders 
come together to discuss what to do about Jesus. They say, “What are we to do? For this man 
performs many signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans 
will come and take away both our place and our nation.” When they say this we can see that they 
are looking out for their own well being, socially, politically, religiously. By their statement they 
expose that they are ultimately under Roman rule, so by what Jesus is doing their well being may 
be jeopardized. If He goes on doing what He is doing then His followers will start to multiply. If 
that happens then the outcome will affect multiple things. It will mostly affect Roman rule 
directly, because if more and more people start following Jesus then they will not be following 
Caesar. And it’s not just that they would follow Jesus along with Caesar too and Caesar may not 
like that. No, Caesar didn’t care if that was the case. The problem would be, if people truly 
followed Jesus then He would be the only Lord they would follow. And a treasonous act like that 
would disrupt the whole Roman rule and possibly destroy it, because the larger the group of 
Christ followers, the worse for Caesar and for Roman rule. Here they are mainly seeing Jesus as 
a political Messiah and saw Him as a threat. So if all that happened then guess who the Romans 
would come after? They would come after the Jews. For one, because Jesus was a Jew, so it 
would be the Jews fault. And two, it would especially be the leaders fault, because they weren’t 
able to handle Jesus, so they would be dealt with by the Romans in not so nice of a way. The 
outcome then that they say would happen, that they are fearful of, is that the Romans would 
come and take away their temple and their nation. Therefore their social, political, and religious 
liberties and comforts would be gone. More so, the Romans would destroy them. So what are 
they to do?

That’s where a plan comes in. The plan comes from Caiaphas, the high priest of that year. 
His plan is to kill Jesus, so that none of what we just mentioned would happen to them. His plan 



was that they would offer up Jesus as a sacrifice for their earthly well being by handing Jesus 
over to be killed and therefore all could be well for them. So in this plan Caiaphas figured out a 
way to kill Jesus by passing it off that it would help protect their civilization. We can see the 
intention that this would benefit Caiaphas personally also, so he wouldn’t lose his status as 
leader, but also that he is willing to kill an innocent man for what he thinks is a greater good. 
Notice here the interesting language that resembles substitution and sacrifice. Jesus would be 
killed on behalf of the Jewish nation, so that they would benefit from His death. Again, they 
thought that Jesus was way more of a political Messiah, but a threat to their welfare. So 
Caiaphas’s plan that he presented to the rest of the leaders was to sacrifice Jesus in order to 
preserve self, preserve their possessions, and preserve their nation. 

As we recognize this plan of sinful man we must also recognize the sanity, the boldness, 
and the assertiveness or authoritative pomp of Caiaphas. We first can easily recognize the 
assertiveness or authoritative pomp when he says, “You know nothing at all. Nor do you 
understand.” He is asserting his authority and what he thinks is knowledge and in lording his 
position over people he demeans their understanding of the situation. Most likely the 
maliciousness of his plan to kill Jesus was coming through here, but he plays it off from his role 
as a higher leader, a high priest in claiming that he knows what is right and what should be done. 
The boldness is also obvious as he jumps right in with his plan, which is, again, presented for 
their common good, so he thinks. We also must notice this sanity here, this levelheadedness, 
because he truly believes that this is the right thing to do. He truly believes that they honor God 
in what they do and they should be able to continue their national heritage without this Jesus guy 
being a menace any longer. So this is the right thing to do in his eyes and he presents this to the 
other leaders as the obvious solution to their problems. 

There have been many plans like this in principle when man operates from what they 
think is right in their own eyes. Many today, so much more than before, deliberately sacrifice 
their own child in abortion for what they think is for their own good. All the while they know 
that that is a human being inside of them. We saw this type of plan, at least hopefully you have, 
when the covid lockdowns were happening in the name of protecting others and loving your 
neighbor, while much of our economy and society started to collapse. Without using common 
sense and the guidance of God’s law we shut everything down, like that. The streets of major 
cities were like ghost towns and the livelihood of millions of people stopped. And this continued 
for a long time. When man is not governed by God in the home, in the church, and in society, 
especially in the leadership areas of the nation, which are many areas for us as a constitutional 
republic then the plans of man are going to be wrong and the outcome is going to have bad 
effects. 

This is an interesting point, because, listen, these few Jewish leaders tried to save 
themselves by offering up Jesus, the Lord of glory, thinking that their way of life and their place 
in society would be preserved and that they were doing the right thing, but what happened to 
them in 70 AD? They reaped what they sowed. What they didn’t want to happen to them, which 
is why they wanted to kill Jesus, guess what? It happened to them. Their temple was taken away 
and their nation was taken away. Both were destroyed, left desolate. 

But what man meant for evil, God meant for good. You might say quickly, “Well, the 
destruction of Jerusalem wasn’t good?” From your eyes maybe not, but from God’s it was. It was 
good and just, because God is good, just, righteous, wise, and holy in all He does no matter what 



it looks like to us. His thoughts are above ours. His plans are above ours. Or are we to put God 
on the witness stand and demand Him answer us? No way! It was just that the destruction of 
Jerusalem would happen, because God’s covenant people had rejected their Messiah and killed 
Him, the only one who has ever been innocent. So above that just judgment against the Jews for 
what they did, God had a greater purpose. 

The first part that we can see is that God had a plan to use Caiaphas to prophesy about the 
substance of Jesus’ substitutionary death. As Caiaphas spoke words out of his own mouth that 
were genuine thoughts of his own that came from his own heart, God used those words to 
describe what Jesus would do. So God used Caiaphas to prophesy about the future event of 
Jesus’s death. Then under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit the Apostle John gives a commentary 
of the meaning of God’s intention and what the outcome would be of Jesus’s death, of what 
Jesus’s death would do in effect. With this we must take note that God does use unbelievers as 
one of many means to fulfill His purposes. Just like God could work through Nebuchanezzar or 
Balaam or an outside pagan entity like described in Habakkuk or can with Caiaphas here to 
fulfill His purpose, so can He use unbelievers like Obama, Trump, BLM, or Biden. Much of 
what His plan is we won’t know, but the Word of God can guide us into examples of what He has 
done in the past, the truth that He sets up authorities, believers or unbelievers, as His servants, 
and how He works all things for the good of those who are loving Him, those who are called 
according to His sovereign purpose. This supports the great need for us to live every day from a 
biblical worldview that understands and grows in our understanding of biblical truth, so we can 
live wisely. 

This prophesy then also lays out the determined plan of God that Jesus would die. There 
was no uncertainty about that. Nothing could change that. And nothing could change the way it 
all came about. Every single event leading up to Jesus being hung on the cross was already 
ordered in the plan of God. Every event would happen in the exact way it was supposed to 
happen. Nothing could stop Jesus from dying and dying the way He did with every event 
happening according to the exact timing and plan of God. God hung His Son on the cross yet the 
genuine wickedness of man hung Jesus on the cross. Many progressives wickedly and wrongly 
object and say that that is cosmic child abuse if we say that God hung His Son on the cross, but 
there was no other way for any sinner to be reconciled to God, to have their sins forgiven, and to 
be justified in the sight of God the Judge. Sin must be punished. It is only in this divine plan of 
God that God could be both just and merciful in Jesus who was sinless yet died as though He had 
sinned. And that was necessary for any of us to be saved, otherwise it would be all justice. That 
would mean that all of humanity would be in hell, because we would get what we deserve. 

But Jesus was not only to die for the Jewish nation alone, but also He was to die for the 
children of God who are scattered abroad. Who does this refer to? This refers to every one of 
God’s elect that is a Gentile. “The children of God” here is a term that only refers to those that 
are God’s possession, those that are saved, that are not Jewish. So Jesus dies for both Jew and 
Gentile, all of God’s elect. 

And what goes further into the plan of God in what would be the outcome of Jesus’s 
death is that the Gentile elect would be gathered into one with the elect of the Jews. Gentiles 
would be grafted in, therefore making one body, one church with the Jews. In the language of 
Ephesians 2:11-16 God says, “ Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, 
called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 



hands -- remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down 
in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.” 
Further in John 10:16 Jesus says the same thing, “And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. 
I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd.” There is no separation of the church and Israel in the plan of God and these texts and 
others make it clear. The church has continued from day one and has been graciously added to. 
God was gracious in including the Jewish people in the first place and God has been gracious in 
including those who were not originally His covenant people. There is one body, one church, one 
bride, all brought together by the same way, by grace alone in and through Christ alone. 

That body is still being added to today whether Jew or Gentile. Such is the outcome of 
God’s gracious plan in and through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus on behalf of God’s 
people for forgiveness and justification. This has massive implications on our lives today. One 
major one being that the plan of God cannot be thwarted. Man does not frustrate or change the 
plan of God. God frustrates the plans of man and uses whatever it may be for His ultimate good 
whether it be for justice or for mercy. Though man can mean whatever he does for evil, God can 
mean it for good. We ought to understand that more from the foundation of God’s Word alone, so 
that we can have wisdom and stability for what we face. There is much evil happening in our 
day. Though the historical context can be different from generation to generation, there is nothing 
new under the sun. So let us learn from biblical history all the way through church history to 
today, so that, by the Spirit, we can understand the times that we live in and, so that we can live 
wisely knowing the will of the Lord for the glory of the Lord. As Jesus came into the world and 
lived, died, and rose again that would be the pinnacle of how God has frustrated the plans of 
man. He did it, so that salvation could come. This implication of the Advent of Christ shows us 
the sovereignty and supremacy of God in His will for humanity, justice and mercy in Christ. 


