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COURSE TITLE Preaching From the Heidelberg Catechism 
514 Homiletics IV 

INSTRUCTOR Dr. Joel Beeke 

jrbeeke@aol.com 

DEPARTMENT Practical Theology 

MEETING TIMES Tuesday 1-2:35pm 

Thursday 1-2:35pm 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course teaches thematic preaching via the Heidelberg Catechism. Three sermons based on Lord‟s Days in the catechism 

are written out in full, one of which is delivered to staff and students for critiquing. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

1. The student will acquire a basic understanding of the history and theology of the Heidelberg Catechism. 

2. The student will be able to develop thematic topical sermons from the Heidelberg Catechism. 

3. The student will develop an understanding of a variety of approaches to the preaching of most Lord‟s Days of the 

Heidelberg Catechism. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

A. Collateral Reading (20% of grade) 

The texts by Ursinus and Van‟t Spijker should be read in full by the last day of class. Read Lord‟s Days 1-7 of the Beeke 

text and skim the rest of the two volumes. Skim Kersten and Olevianus as well as we progress through the Lord‟s Days in 

class. The student will provide a written note to the instructor on the last day of class that records the amount of reading 

completed, and will be graded accordingly.  

B. Preparation of Written Sermons (60%; 20% per sermon) 

Three sermons (approx. 10 pages) based on Lord‟s Days in the catechism (one from each section: misery, deliverance, and 

gratitude) must be written out in full, one of which should be delivered to staff and students for critiquing in Practice 

Preaching. The first sermon is due October 3; the second, October 31; the third, November 28. 

C. Final Exam (20% of grade) 

An essay exam will be given on December 9, 1:00–2:35 p.m., covering the readings (except for the skimmed portions) and 

the class lectures. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 Beeke, Joel R. “Heidelberg Catechism Sermons.” 5 vols. in 1. Jordan, Ontario: Heritage Reformed, 1998. 

 

 Kersten, Gerrit Hendrik.  The Heidelberg Catechism in 52 Sermons.  2 vols.  Translated by Mrs. A. DeBruyn and 

Cornelius Quist.  Grand Rapids: Netherlands Reformed Congregations, 1968; reprinted in an upgraded translation, 1992. 

 

 Olevianus, Caspar.  A Firm Foundation: An Aid to Interpreting the Heidelberg Catechism.  Translated by Lyle D. 

Bierma.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1995. 

 

 Ursinus, Zacharias.  The Commentary of Dr. Zacharias Ursinus on the Heidelberg Catechism.  Translated by George W. 

Williard.  Columbus: Scott & Bascom, 1852. 

 

 Van‟t Spijker, Willem, ed. The Church’s Book of Comfort. Grand Rapids: Reformation Heritage Books, 2008. 
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catechizing sermons of Caspar Olevian.  Translated by Iohn Fielde.  London: H. Middleton, 1581. 

Bastingius, Jeremias.  An Exposition or Commentarie upon the Catechisme of Christian Religion which is taught in the 

Schooles and churches both of the Lowe Countryes and of the dominions of the Countie Palatine.  Cambridge: John 

Legatt, 1589. 

Ames, William.  The Substance of Christian Religion; Or a plain and easie Draught of the Christian Catechisme in LII 

Lectures.  London: T. Mabb for T. Davies, 1659. 
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New York, 1763. 

VanderKemp, John.  The Christian Entirely the Property of Christ, in Life and Death.  53 sermons on the Heidelberg Catechism 

wherein the doctrine of faith, received in the Reformed Church, is defended against the principal opponents, and the 
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Whitmer, Adam Carl.  Notes on the Heidelberg Catechism: for Parents, Teachers and Catechumens.  Philadelphia: Grant, 

Faires & Rodgers, 1878.   

Thelemann, Otto.  An Aid to the Heidelberg Catechism.  Translated by Rev. M. Peters.  Reading, PA: James I. Good, 1896. 
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Hoeksema, Herman.  The Triple Knowledge, An Exposition of the Heidelberg Catechism.  3 vols.  Grand Rapids: Reformed 
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Jones, Norman L.  Study Helps on the Heidelberg Catechism.  Eureka, SD: Publication Committee of the Eureka Classis, 

Reformed Church in the United States, 1981. 

Praamsma, Louis.  Before the Face of God: A Study of the Heidelberg Catechism. 2 vols.  Jordan Station, Ontario: Paideia 
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Press, 1987. 
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Catechism, Lord's Days 1-20.  Orange City, IA: Mid-American Reformed Seminary, 1988. 

Klooster, Fred H.  A Mighty Comfort: The Christian Faith According to the Heidelberg Catechism.  Grand Rapids: CRC 

Publications, 1990. 

Stam, Clarence.  Living in the Joy of Faith: The Christian Faith as outlined in the Heidelberg Catechism.  Neerlandia, Alberta: 

Inheritance, 1991. 

Heerschap, Martin.  Zion's Comfort in Life and Death: Fifty-two Sermons on the Heidelberg Catechism.  2 vols.  Lethbridge, 

Alberta: Netherlands Reformed Congregation, 1992-94. 

Olevianus, Caspar.  A Firm Foundation: An Aid to Interpreting the Heidelberg Catechism.  Translated by Lyle D. Bierma.  

Grand Rapids: Baker, 1995. 

Veldkamp, Herman. “Children of the Lord‟s Day.” 2 vols. Trans. Harry Kwantes. Grand Rapids: Protestant Reformed 

Seminary, 1996. 

Beeke, Joel R. “Heidelberg Catechism Sermons.” 5 vols. Jordan, Ontario: Heritage Reformed, 1998. [Also, an earlier set in 

manuscript form preached in the late 1980s.] 

Klooster, Fred H. Our Only Comfort: A Comprehensive Commentary on the Heidelberg Catechism. 2 vols. Grand Rapids: CRC 

Publications, 2001. 

 

Other English Sources on the Heidelberg Catechism 
Available in PRTS Library 

 

Bajema, Sjirk. “Why Catechism Preaching?” The Outlook, October 1987, pp.7-9. 

Bierma, Lyle D. “The Doctrine of the Sacraments in the Heidleberg Catechism: Melanchthon, Calvinist, or Zwinglian? “ 

Unpublished manuscript. 

Blok, Arie W. “A Heidelberg Catechism Survey.” Chatham, Ont., 1988. Unpublished manuscript. 

________. “Preaching with the Heidelberg Catechism Today.” Holland, Mich., 1989.  Unpublished manuscript. 

Bristley, Eric D. “Bibliographica Catechismus Heidelbergensis.” Philadelphia, 1983. Unpublished manuscript. 

De Jong, Peter. “Textual Catechism Preaching.” The Outlook, October 1987, pp. 10-11. 

De Jong, Peter Y. “Comments on Catechetical Preaching.” Mid-America Journal of Theology 1/2 (Fall 1985): 155-189; 2/2 (Fall 1986): 149-

170; 3/1 (Spring 1987): 89-134. 

Good, James I. Aid to the Heidelberg Catechism. St. Louis, MO: Eden Publishing House, 1915. 

________. The Heidelberg Catechism in its Newest Light. Philadelphia: Publication and Sunday School Board of the Reformd Church in the 

United States, 1914. 

________. History of the Reformed Church in the U.S. in the Nineteenth Century. New York: Reformed Church of America, 1911. 

Gootjes, N. H. “Catechism Preaching.” Proceedings of the International Conference of Reformed Churches. N.p., 1993. Part 1, pp. 136-52; 

part 2, pp. 153-66.   

Goulooze, William. A Young People’s Study of the Heidelberg Catechism. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1968. 

Harbaugh, H., translator. The Heidelberg Catechism. Chambersburg, PA: M. Kieffer & Co., 1854. 

The Heidelberg Catechism in German, Latin and English: with an Historical Introduction. New York: Charles Scribner, 1863. 

The Heidelberg Catechism: The German Text, with a Revised Translation and Introduction. London: Andrew Melrose, 1900. 

The Heidelberg Catechism with Commentary. New York City: Pilgrim Press, 1979. 

Heideman, Eugene. “Bible Study as Catechetical Instruction.” Reformed Review 37/3 (Spring 1984): 219-225. 

Heideman, Eugene. “Catechetical Preaching” Four Chapters Prepared for the Course CM432 Preaching as a Teaching Ministry, at Western 

Theological Seminary, Holland, Michigan, 1978. 

Hoeksema, Herman. “Reformed Symbols: Introduction and Notes on the Heidelberg Catechism.” Grandville, Mich., 1975. 

Manuscript. 

Klooster, Fred H. “The Heidelberg Catechism: Origin and History.” Grand Rapids, MI: Calvin Theological Seminary, 1989. 
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Manuscript. 

Kloosterman, N.D. “Assumptions and Methods in Catechism Preaching.” The Outlook, January 1988, pp. 13-15. 

Kuyvenhoven, Andrew. Comfort and Joy: A Study of the Heidelberg Catechism. Grand Rapids, MI: CRC Publications, 1988. 

Lankheet, R. “Response to Rev. Kloosterman.” The Outlook, January 1988, pp. 15-16. 

Lankheet, Randall. “Two Ways to Write a Catechism Sermon.” The Outlook, October 1987, pp. 4-5. 

Masselink, Edward J. The Heidelberg Story. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1964. 

Matsuda, Shinji. “The Heidelberg Catechism and Preaching.” Th. M. Thesis, Western Theological Seminary, Holland, 

Michigan, 1987. 

Smellie, Alexander. The Reformation in its Literature. London: Andrew Melrose Ltd., 1925. 

Sonnevelt, C. The Only Comfort in Life and Death. Abakaliki, Enugu State: Nigeria Reformed Church [1988]. 

Stam, C.L. “Catechism Preaching.” The Clarion  35: 23 (October 20, 1987), pp. 505-507. 

Tanis, James. “The Heidelberg Catechims in the Hands of the Calvinistic Pietists.” Reformed  

Review 24:3 (Spring 1971): 154-161. 

Tuininga, J. “The Catechism as Text.” The Outlook, January 1988, p. 17. 

Tuininga, Cecil W. and Van Dyken, Harry. “My Only Comfort in Life and in Death.” Manuscript. 

Van Bruggen, J. Annotations to the Heidelberg Catechism. Alberta: Inheritance Publications, 1991. 

Van Halsema, Thea B. Three Men Came to Heidelberg. Grand Rapids: Christian Reformed Publishing House, 1963. 

Van Til, Cornelius. “The Triumph of Grace.” Vol. 1. 1962. Manuscript. 

Verhey, Allen. Living the Heidelberg: The Heidelberg Catechism and the Moral Life. Grand Rapids: CRC Publications, 1986. 

Visscher, G. H. “Why Catechism Preaching in a second worship service?” Clarion 49, 24 (Nov 24, 2000):540-42. 

Visscher, James. I Belong: A Course of Study on the Heidelberg Catechism. Winnipeg: Premier Publishing, 1988. 

Williamson, G.I. The Heidelberg Catechism: A Study Guide. Philipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian & Reformed, 1993. 

Zylstra, Paul Calvin. “A Preferred Method of Preaching on the Heidelberg Catechism: The Advantages of the Biblical-Text 

Method over the Catechism-Text Method.” Th.M. Thesis, Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

1985. 

 

 

An Alphabetical List of Dutch Sources on the Heidelberg Catechism 
Available in PRTS Library 

 

Bastingium, Hieremiam. Verclaringe op den Catechisme der Christelicker Religie. Amsterdam: J.A. Wormser, 1893. 

Bavinck, J. De Heidelbergsche Catechismus in 60 Leerredenen Verklaard, Deel 1. Kampen: J. H. Kok, 1903. 

Bouwmeester, G. Zacharias Ursinus en de Heidelbergse Catechismus. Gravenhage: Uitgave van de Wllem de Zwijgerstichting,  

Budding H.J. Nagelaten Geschriften, Deel 1. Rhenen: W.J. Van Nas, 1883. 

Comrie, A. De heidelbergse Catechismus. Barneveld: G.J. vanHorssen, 1976. 

Dalton, Hermann. Immanuel: De Heidelbergsche Catechismus, als Belijdenisschrift en Stichtelijk Boek voor de Hervormde 

Gemeente Verklaard en Aangeprezen. Utrecht: Kemink en Zoon, 1875. 

De Frein, Henricus. Hondert en Zeventig Oeffeningen, Behelzende der Christenen Codtgeleerdheid,…Na de Leiding van den 

Heidelgergschen Catechismus, Eerste Deel. Te Middelburg: Boekdrukker en Boekverkoopers, 1746 

De Graaf, S.G. Het Ware Geloof. Kampen: J.H. Kok N.V., 1954. 

De Moor, J.C., et al. De Heidelbergsche Catechismus in Predikatien. Te Kampen: Uitgave Van J.H. Kok. 

Dijk, K. De Catechismus-Preek in Haar Verscheidenheid. Franeker: T. Wever, 1964. 

D‟Outrein, Johannes. Het Gouden Kleinoot van de Leere der Waarheid die naar de Godsaligheid is; Vervattetin den 
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Heidelbergschen Catechismus. Amsterdam: Jan Boom, 1738. 

Elzenga, G. Heidelgbergsche Catechismus. Kampen: J.H. Kok, 1911. 

De Enige Troost Catechismusverklaring. Stark: Texel, 1982. 

De Enige Troost in Leven en in Sterven. Utrecht: J.J.H. Kemmer, 1863.  

Feenstra, J.G. Het Eigendom des Heren: Korte Verklaring van de Heidelbergse Catechismus. Kampen: J.H. Kok N.V., 1952. 

Feringa, J.H. De Heidelbergsche Catechsimus in Twee en Vijftig Leerredenen. Amsterdam: Hoveker & Wormser, 1904. 

Ferre, Hermannus. Verhandeling van den Heidelbergschen Catechismus, Eerste Deel. Groningen: P. Beijer, 1874. 

Hartveld, G.P., et. al. Alles in Hem. Aalten: N.V. Uitgeversmaatschappij de Graafschap, 1966. 

Hoekstra, H. De Heidelbergsche Catechismus in Twee en Vijftig Leerredenen. Amsterdam: J.A. Wormser, 1893.  

Hofman, A. Welgebaande Wegen: Een Meditatieve Beschouwing over de Heidelbergse Catechismus. Utrecht: De Banier, 1988. 

Holwerda, B. De Dingen die ons van God Geschonken Zijn: Catechismuspredicatien, Eerste Deel. Goes: Oosterbaan & Le 

Cointre N.V., 1953.  

In het Leerhuis: Verklaring can de Heidelbergse Catechismus door 14 predikanten der Geref. Gemeenten, Deel 1. Goes: 

Uitgave Hoekman‟s Boekhandel – Uitgeverij. 

Kakes, H. “Over Methode en Oorsprong van Vragen 12-18 van de Heidelbergsche Catechismus.” Gereformeerd Theologisch 

Tijdschrift. Deel [Vol.] 41 (1940): 165-173. 

Knap, J.J. De Heidelbergsche Catechismus: Toepasselijk Verklaard Voor de Gemeente des Heeren. Groningen: J. B. Wolters‟ 

U.M., 1915. 

Knibbe, David. De Leere der Gereformeerde Kerk, Volgens de order van de Heydelbergse Katechismus. Leyden: Samuel 

Suchtmans, 1718. 

Kohlbrugge, H.F. De Eenvoudige Heidelberger. Houten: Den Hertog, B.V., 1990. 

Kok, J. Schetsen over den Heidelbergschen Catechismus. Een Handboek voor Predikanten. Kampen: J.H. Kok, 1903. 

Lekkerkerker, A.F. N. Gesprekker Over De Heidelberger. Wageningen: Gebr. Zomer & Keunings Uitgever-Maatschappij, 

1964. 

Mallan, F. Het Troostboek Voor de Christen: Verklaring van de Heidelbergse Catechismus in 52 Predikaties, Deel 1. 

Vlaardingen: 1973. 

Meinders, E.L. Verklaring van den Heidelbergschen Catechismus. Holland, MI: De Grondwet Printing House. 

Miskotte, K.H. De Blijde Wetenschap. Toelichting Op de Heidelbergse Catechismus, Deel 1. Frankener: T. Wever. 

Molenaar, D. De Heidelbergsche Catechsimus in Leerredenen. Arnhem: J.W. Swaan, 1852. 

Oorthuys, G. De Eeuwige Jeugd van Heidelberg: De Heidelbergsche Catechismus een Leerboek voor Onzen Tijd. Amsterdam: 

Uitgevers – Maatschappij Holland, 1948. 

Ouboter, Barholomeus. Aaneengeschakelde Verklaaring van den Heidelbergschen Katechismus, Eerste Deel. Amsterdam: 

Martinus de Bruijn,  

Popma, K.J. Levensbeschouwing. Amsterdam: Buijten en Schipperheijn, 1958. 

Potters, P. Verklaring van den Katechismus der Nederlandsche Bisdommen, Vierde Deel. „S-Hertogenbosch: Teulings‟ 

Uitgevers-Maatschappij, 1921. 

Schilder, K. Heidelbergsche Catechismus, Deel 3. Goes: Oosterbaan & Le Cointre N.V., 1950. 

Schrader, Egbertus. Eene Gemakkelijke Handleiding, om over de Catechismus-Predikatien te Catechizeren, Eerste Deel. 

Groningen: P. Beijer, 1773. 

Smytegelt Bern. Des Christens Eenige Troost in Leven en Sterven, of Verklaringe over den Heidelbergshcen Catechismus in LII 

Predicatien. Rotterdam: Gebr. Huge, 1742. 

Tunderman, J.W. ‘T Beginsel der Eeuwibe Vreugde, Deel 1. Goes: Oosterbaan & Le Cointre N.V., 1949.  

Van Der Groe, Theodorus. Des Christens Eenige Troost in Leven en Sterven, of Verklaring over den Heidlebergschen 

Catechismus, 1e Deel. Rotterdam: Gebr. Huge., 1890.  

Van Der Kemp, Johannes. De Christen Geheel en al het iegendom van Christus in Leven en Sterven: 53 Predikaties over de 

Heidelbergse Catechismus. Houten: Den Hertog B.V., 1988. 
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Van Dijk, D. & Jongeling B. Wederkeer Catechismus Preken. Groningen: Hendrik de Cockstichting. 

Van Oosterzee, J.J. De Heidelbergsche Catechismus in Twee en Vijftig Leerredenen. Utrecht: Kemink & Zoon, 1882. 

Veldkamp, H. Zondas Kinderen Kanttekeningen Bij de Heidelbergse Catechismus, Deel 1. Franeker: Uitgeverij T. Wever B.V., 

1984. 

Verhagen, A. Sion’s Troostboek: 52 Preken over de Heidlebergse Catechismus, Eerste Deel. Uitgave: Drukkerij Fa. C. Van 

Velzen, 1962. 

Vermeer, Justus. De Leere Der Waarheid, Die Naar de Godzaligheid is, Voorgesteld, Bevestigd en Toegepast in LXXXV 

Oefeningen over den Heidelbergschen Katechismus, Tweede Deel. Nijkerk: I.J. Malga, 1857. 

Wielenga, B. Onze Catechismus, Eerste Deel. Kampen: Uitgeversmij J.H. Kok N.V. 

 

 

 

 

OUTLINE OF STUDY 

Preaching from the Heidelberg Catechism 

 

I. Historical Introduction 

A. The prince, Frederick III 

B. The preacher, Caspar Olevianus 

C. The professor, Zacharias Ursinus 

D. The writing of the Catechism 

E. The approval of the Catechism 

F. The impact of the Catechism 

G. Frederick‟s defense of the Catechism 

H. The sufficient foundation of the Catechism 

 

II. The Development of Catechetical Preaching 

 

III. The Decline of Catechetical Preaching 

 

IV. The Objections Against Catechetical Preaching   

A. Boring 

B. Misrendering 

C. “Sharing” 

D. “Biblicizing” 

E. Demanding 

F. Time-conditioning 

 

V. The Strengths of Catechetical Preaching 

A. Biblical  
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B. Doctrinal 

C. Pastoral 

D. Ecclesiastical 

E. Pedagogical  

F. Experiential 

G. Practical 

 

VI. Approaches to Catechetical Preaching 

A. Th. L. Haitjema (1948) 

B. Klaas Dijk (1955) 

C. Peter Y. DeJong (1985-87) 

D. Paul Zylstra (1985) 

E. Eugene Heideman (1986) 

F. Shinji Matsuda (1987) 

G. Arie Blok (1989)      

 

VII. How to Preach the Catechism 

A. Introduction: Catechetical preaching must be bathed in prayer, i.e. before, during, and after preaching 

B. Catechetical preaching must be sermonic, i.e. have kerugma and didache 

C. Catechetical preaching must be consistent, i.e. be thoroughly biblical, truly evangelical, and doctrinally 

Reformed 

D. Catechetical preaching must be confrontive, i.e. be experientially searching and practically challenging 

E. Catechetical preaching must be balanced, i.e. be doxological and exhortative 

F. Catechetical preaching must be structured, i.e. have unity, progress, and coherence  

G. Catechetical preaching must be homiletically developed 

1. Study “the text” 

2. Examine the appended scriptural support 

3. Consider the setting within the Catechism 

4. Formulate the theme and points of division 

5. Read several sermons on each Lord‟s Day 

6. Develop the main body of the sermon 

7. Prepare the introduction and conclusion 

8. Provide specific application 

9. Arouse contemporary interest 

10. Maximize your delivery 

11. Summarize and personalize each doctrine 

 

VIII. Preaching the Lord’s Days (1): Background Introduction 
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A. Remember the historical, polemical context 

1. Roman Catholicism 

2. Radicalism (Anabaptism and Socinianism) 

3. Lutheranism 

4. High Calvinism    

B. Remember the historical purpose and development 

C. Remember the overall theme: comfort (Lord‟s Day 1) 

 

IX. Preaching the Lord’s Days (2): The Misery of Man (March 2 and 4) 

A. Lord‟s Day 2   

B. Lord‟s Day 3 

C. Lord‟s Day 4 

 

X. Preaching the Lord’s Days (3): Man’s Deliverance 

A. Lord‟s Days 5-7  

B. Lord‟s Days 8-10  

C. Lord‟s Days 11-13  

D. Lord‟s Days 14-16  

E. Lord‟s Days 17-19  

F. Lord‟s Days 20-22  

G. Lord‟s Days 23-25  

H. Lord‟s Days 26-28  

I. Lord‟s Days 29-31  

       

XI. Preaching the Lord’s Days (4): Of Thankfulness 

A. Lord‟s Days 32-34  

B. Lord‟s Days 35-39  

C. Lord‟s Days 40-43  

D. Lord‟s Days 44-46  

E. Lord‟s Days 47-49  

F. Lord‟s Days 50-52 

 


