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Obadiah

1 Kings 18:1-14

Prayer:  Father, I do thank you for your grace, I thank you for 

your goodness, I just thank you for this church.  I  just -- we just 

stand basking in the blessing that you have given u s in the freedom 

that we have to meet each week without worrying abo ut what's going 

to be come through those doors.  I just again think  of our brothers 

and sisters across the world who have that worry an d we just lift 

them up as well.  We pray as we open your word free ly that we would 

have the privilege and the presence of your Holy Sp irit, that you 

would guide us, that you would enable us to hear yo ur word and 

again make it a permanent part of our lives.  And w e pray this in 

Jesus' name.  Amen.  

A CNBC article last week said this, it said:  Every  week, a 

government weather agency releases a report on the conditions of 

California's drought.  And every week seems to brin g grim news.  

The latest report is no exception.  The National Oc eanic and 

Atmospheric Administration said Thursday that Calif ornia's 

record-setting drought -- heading into its fourth y ear -- will 



l ikely persist or even intensify in large parts of the state.  

Water supplies in the three largest reservoirs are at only about 30 

percent of capacity.  Other water sources are also drying up.  

Residents, too, are feeling the pain.  Some 500 peo ple in Tulare 

County, in the central part of the state, cannot fl ush a toilet, 

wash clothes or drink water out of the tap because water sources 

have dried up.  

Just try to imagine what it is like if you're livin g in California 

and you understand that all of these terrible thing s are happening 

and yet they have all kinds of resources to deal wi th this kind of 

a drought, and even with those resources they are r eally nearing 

their wits end.  Just try to imagine what it must h ave been like 

after a similar period of time in a country that ha d no technology, 

no resources, a country that was agricultural in wh ich water was 

everything.  If you take a look at 1 Kings 18:1-2  we see this is 

the story that was taking place in the country of I srael.  It says:  

After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah , in the third 

year, saying, "Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I wil l send rain upon 

the earth."  So Elijah went to show himself to Ahab .  Now the 

famine was severe in Samaria.   

Now as you all know, we've been looking at the stor y of Elijah and 

we've watched as Elijah has struggled with this ide a of God growing 



him into a great man of faith, we've seen played ou t in his life a 

pattern that is designed by God to produce a prophe t who was fully 

convinced that God could do whatever it is he said he would do.  

And so I pointed out last time that Elijah, well, h e's this iconic 

figure in scripture and while we all might sense th at God is doing 

great and mighty things through Elijah in his life,  well, we have a 

much harder time imagining that God is going to wor k in the lives 

of nobodies like you and me.  We spent last week lo oking at the 

life of a nobody.  Actually two nobodies.  We spent  last week 

looking at the life of the widow and her young son,  and we saw last 

week that God demonstrated he had the power of life  over death and 

we saw that because he raised her young son up from  -- he raised 

her young son up from the dead.  And so we saw live d out what we 

were talking about with Romans 8:28:  All things really do work 

together for good to those who love God and who are  called 

according to his purpose.   And again, the good that we have in mind 

here is not health, it 's not wealth, it 's not prosp erity, it is 

conformity to the image of God's son.  God has said  over and over 

again, every single event in our lives is designed to shape and to 

mold us into the image of Jesus Christ.  And that's  God's master 

plan for every one of us.  And watching God work ou t his plan not 

just in Elijah's life but in the life of this obscu re Sidonian 

widow and her son, well that gives us hope that God 's doing the 

very same thing in our lives.  



And this morning I want to focus in on yet another nobody who is in 

this story.  It's a man by the name of Obadiah.  Ob adiah appears 

for just a few paragraphs and then he disappears co mpletely from 

the pages of scripture.  This is not the same Obadi ah who was one 

of the minor prophets, that's a man of a different time, he lived a 

life very different, very differently than this Oba diah.  This 

Obadiah is kind of like Esther.  God placed him in a unique 

position  "for such a time as this,"  and actually the nobody who 

Obadiah is was actually quite a somebody when it ca me to political 

power.  We could probably call him wicked King Ahab 's chief of 

staff.  And he was obviously very close to King Aha b, but at the 

same time he was profoundly loyal to the God of Isr ael.  What a 

strange partnership we see.  I mean, Ahab is profou ndly wicked, 

he's married to Jezebel who is not simply persecuti ng the Jews now, 

she is routinely slaughtering them at this point.  She's doing 

everything that she can to eradicate the one threat  to Baal worship 

that she still sees remaining, that's the God of Is rael.  And we 

get introduced to Obadiah at the same time as we le arned that God 

has now instructed Elijah to reconnect with this wi cked King Ahab. 

So Elijah begins looking for Ahab and we know for a  fact that Ahab 

has been looking for Elijah for a long time.  Again , 1 Kings 18  

says:  After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah , in the 



third year, saying, "Go show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain 

upon the earth."  So Elijah went to show himself to  Ahab.  Now the 

famine was severe in Samaria.  And Ahab called Obad iah, who was 

over the household.   Okay.  So this point -- at this point we are 

just merely introduced to Obadiah, and we get the f act that he's a 

very powerful political person, he's in charge of A hab's household, 

but our introduction includes a very powerful descr iption of a man 

who was leading two very different lives.  Verse 3 continues, it 

says:  (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly, and when Jeze bel cut 

off the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundre d prophets and 

hid them by fifties in a cave and fed them with bre ad and water.)   

So this introduction tells us three things about Ob adiah that we 

never would have guessed.  Number one, Obadiah fear ed God greatly.  

Number two, he was secretly frustrating Jezebel's a ttack on the God 

of Israel by hiding and protecting his prophets.  A nd number three, 

he had taken full responsibility for each of these men.  You see, 

Obadiah used the position that he was in to first t ake severe risks 

for God; secondly, to use his resources for God's k ingdom; and 

thirdly, to take responsibility for the choices tha t he had made.  

And as such, Obadiah is a model for us all.  

So let me just take a look at the first one.  This is the risks 

that Obadiah was willing to take for God.  The scri pture says:  Now 

the famine was severe in Samaria.   You got to remember, first of 



all, that Jezebel and Ahab's gods, these are gods t hat represent 

agricultural fertil ity.  And so this drought and th e subsequent 

famine is a direct attack on the power that those g ods claimed to 

possess.  And at this point in the narrative, thing s are so bad 

that the king himself along with his trusted aid Ob adiah, he's 

desperately searching for some last remaining pastu reland.  Verse 5 

says this:  And Ahab said to Obadiah, "Go through the land and to 

all the springs of water and to all the valleys.  P erhaps we may 

find grass and save of the horses and mules alive, and not lose 

some of the animals."  So they divided the land bet ween them to 

pass through it.  Ahab went in one direction by him self, and 

Obadiah went in another direction by himself.   Well, you know, 

their only hope is to find some kind of oasis in th is desert that 

Israel is becoming.  And every single day that brou ght more crop 

and cattle disaster only served to enrage Jezebel a gainst the God 

that Elijah represented as well as his prophets.  A nd we know for a 

fact that she was kill ing God's representatives and  we know that 

because Obadiah tells us why he had hidden the prop hets.  In verse 

13, it says this, this is Obadiah to Elijah, he say s:  Has it not 

been told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed th e prophets of 

the LORD, how I hid a hundred men of the Lord's pro phets by fifties 

in a cave and fed them with bread and water?"   What do you think 

Obadiah's fate would have been if Jezebel learned t hat the closest 

confidante to the king himself was hiding, protecti ng, and feeding 



the very prophets of the God who was destroying the ir country?  I 

mean, Obadiah clearly risked life and limb as did E lijah as well. 

So that raises my first question and that is:  Have  you ever taken 

a risk for the kingdom of God?  I mean, we know rig ht now that 

there are grave risks that our brothers and sisters  are taking 

throughout the Middle East, throughout Africa, thro ughout the 

radicalized countries where simply identifying your self as a 

Christian could be fatal.  You know, I make it my b usiness to read 

through The Voice of the Martyrs  magazine each month and I'm 

continually stunned at the risks that believers rou tinely take to 

share the gospel.  Our risks here in North America are strictly 

social.  We bask in the blessedness of an historica lly Christian 

country and the only risk we ever really undertake is someone 

thinking that perhaps we're a little weird, maybe a  little forward, 

a little different, too forward perhaps with our ex pression of the 

gospel, although I think that may be changing, and I think it may 

be changing as the politics of homosexuality begin to heat up. 

That is, if you've been following the news, you've probably heard 

that in the city of Houston, five area pastors have  had their 

sermons subpoenaed to be examined for their content  on the issue of 

homosexuality.  This is a very complicated case.  A nd it's a case 

of extraordinary overreach by Houston's homosexual mayor.  It 



started out by her trying to pass legislation insis ting that the 

city's bathrooms be open to both sexes so as not to  offend the 

transgendered which as was pointed out, that means that in the city 

of Houston, should this law pass, your eight-year-o ld daughter 

would have to share a bathroom with a 40-year-old m an just so that 

transgendered folks would not be offended.  Well, t he people 

objected to this and they submitted a petition with  many, many 

thousands of signatures to overturn the -- this law , and her 

lawyers, well they just threw the petition out.  Th ey said it was 

illegal.  And as a result, lawyers representing the  people of 

Houston sued and now her lawyers are demanding that  any and all 

communication by any of these pastors from the pulp it and otherwise 

that have anything to do with the subject of homose xuality be 

subpoenaed.  It's a blatant attempt at intimidation  by a government 

official, and these pastors know this well.  In fac t, most of the 

sermons were already public as most churches like w e do, they put 

their stuff on the Internet.  But the pastors respo nded to this 

power grab by absolutely refusing to comply with th e subpoena even 

under the threat of imprisonment.  

You know, some folks have a problem with this, some  folks have a 

problem on what they think is a scriptural basis be cause after all, 

the Bible does tell us that we are to submit to the  local 

authorities.  You know, Romans 13  says:  Let every person be 



subject to the governing authorities.  For there is  no authority 

except from God, and those that exist have been ins tituted by God.  

Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists w hat God has 

appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment .   There you go.  

I mean, God says flat out that he appoints governme ntal authority, 

both the good and the bad and at the time that thes e words were 

written, well, most government authorities were ove rwhelmingly bad.  

I mean, they routinely pillaged and murdered their subjects.  Now 

this is something that our government does not yet do, unless of 

course you're the unborn.  But Peter in the book of  Acts gives us a 

much broader perspective on what our responsibility  is when it 

comes to obeying governmental authorities.  If you remember, 

Peter's just been released from prison in the book of Acts, 

miraculously released, and he's preaching that Jesu s Christ has 

died and that his resurrection was proof that the s acrifice on the 

cross had been accepted, and the authorities are fu rious.  They're 

convinced that they had gotten rid of Jesus forever  and now Peter 

is bringing him right back up again and he's bringi ng him up right 

in their face as the sovereign Lord of the universe , and so they're 

understandably frustrated.  And as the duly constit uted 

governmental authorities, they forbid Peter from pr eaching the 

gospel.  This is how Acts describes it in Acts 5:28.  This  is what 

the authorities said to Peter, they said:  "We strictly charged you 

not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled  Jerusalem with 



your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's b lood upon us."  

But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than 

men.  The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you  killed by 

hanging him on a tree.  Got exalted him at his righ t hand as Leader 

and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiv eness of sins.  

And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the  Holy Spirit, 

whom God has given to those who obey him."  When th ey heard this, 

they were enraged and wanted to kill them.   

Well, here's Peter, he's flat out disobeying the go vernmental 

authorities because they were extending their spher e of authority 

into areas in which they had none.  They were exten ding it into an 

area of God's kingdom where he rules supreme.  And make no mistake 

about it, Peter was following a tradition of civil disobedience and 

it was something that had been established for hund reds and 

hundreds of years.  In fact our scripture this morn ing describes 

one such incident.  Obadiah was a lawbreaker.  He w as defying a 

duly constituted authority, the authority of Ahab a nd Jezebel and 

he was defying it by hiding and feeding the prophet s.  And Ahab and 

Jezebel were extending their authority into places where it didn't 

belong even to the point of executing God's spokesm en.  Well, the 

five pastors in Houston are doing the exact same th ing that Peter 

did.  They are refusing to obey an authority that h as overreached 

its bound and has attempted to enter into an author ity that belongs 



to God alone.  So I just wanted to take this opport unity to 

publicly say that I am and we are as a church 100 p ercent behind 

these pastors.  You know, I've stated our position on homosexuality 

and gay marriage many, many times, and we believe a nd we will state 

it over and over again that it is a sin just like a ny other sin, 

that this church is made up of sinners all saved by  God's grace 

alone and that if you want to reckon with the sin o f homosexuality, 

we would be glad to walk with you on that journey.  If you want to 

insist, however, against the overwhelming evidence of scripture 

that homosexuality is anything but a sin issue, wel l, then we're 

going to have a problem.  And I'm saying all this a s much to inform 

you of what's going on in the culture as to also pu blicly state for 

the record that we stand 100 percent with the Houst on pastors.  In 

fact, it 's my intention to send a copy of this serm on to the city 

of Houston's mayor after it 's done, after Gigi type s it up just to 

add our voice to the flood of sermons that pastors all over the 

country are sending her.  And once again I want to point out that 

if this is the extent of the persecution we in Amer ica are under -- 

and I believe it is -- then the risk of sharing the  gospel in this 

culture is very close to zero.  For Obadiah that ri sk was off the 

charts and yet he chose to take that risk.  

What I also admire about Obadiah is that he took gr eat risks, but 

he wasn't foolhardy.  Listen to this conversation t hat he has when 



he meets up with Elijah.  This is verse 7.  It says :  And as 

Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him.  An d Obadiah 

recognized him and fell on his face and said, "Is i t you, my lord 

Elijah?"  And he answered him, "It is I.  Go, tell your lord, 

'Behold, Elijah is here.'"  And he said, "How have I sinned, that 

you would give your servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me?  As 

the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or king dom where my 

lord has not sent to seek you.  And when they would  say, 'He is not 

here,' he would take an oath of the kingdom or nati on, that they 

had not found you.  And now you say, 'Go tell your lord, "Behold, 

Elijah is here." And as soon as I have gone from yo u, the spirit of 

the LORD will carry you I know not where.  And so w hen I come and 

tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your 

servant have feared the LORD from my youth."  

Now this really is an amazing conversation.  Obadia h greets the 

great prophet Elijah and Elijah tells him, you know , go let Ahab 

know that Elijah has returned.  And Obadiah flat ou t tells him, you 

know, that's not really going to work for me.  I me an, he's -- he 

basically is defying Elijah.  And he also reveals i n this 

conversation the nature of the relationship that he  has with Ahab.  

You know, he may be Ahab's chief of staff but he cl early recognizes 

that his life isn't worth a plug nickel in Ahab's e yes.  And so 

Obadiah may be willing to take extraordinary risks but he's not 



willing to take unnecessary ones and simply showing  up before Ahab 

with the information that I saw the illusive Elijah  but I didn't 

arrest him, well, that's for him an unnecessary ris k.  And Obadiah 

backs up the risk that he's willing to take by poin ting out the 

resources that he's devoted to maintaining God's pr ophets.  This is 

what he says in verse 13, he says:  "Has it not been told my lord 

what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, how I hid 

a hundred men of the LORD's prophets by fifties in a cave and fed 

them with bread and water?  And now you say, 'Go, t ell your Lord, 

"Behold, Elijah is here"'; and he will kill me."   Try having a 

hundred people over every single night and you get a sense of what 

type of resources Obadiah had to commit in order to  maintain God's 

people.  This is not something he's going to do at government 

expense.  In fact, if Jezebel ever found out what h e had done, he 

would certainly lose his life.  

Now there's no doubt that Obadiah was a person of m eans because he 

was a high government official, but he was also som eone who 

recognized that God had put him in a certain place for just a time 

as this.  You know, there was only one primary reso urce keeping 

God's people alive in those caves and that resource  had a name; the 

name was Obadiah.  And God had given him considerab le resources 

with the expectation that he would pass those resou rces on, because 

he was blessed to be a blessing.  And you know, tha t's the reason 



why God blesses anybody any time from Abraham at th e very beginning 

of scripture to the steward that Jesus refers to at  the end.  I 

mean, God told Abraham right at the start of script ure why he was 

abundantly blessing him.  Listen to what he says in  Genesis 12:2.  

He says:  And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 

you and make your name great, so that you will be a  blessing.   He's 

blessed to bless.  Jesus toward the end of his mini stry on earth 

spoke of what that responsibility really entails.  He said this in 

Luke 12:48 , he says:  "Everyone to whom much was given, of him much 

will be required, and from him to whom they entrust ed much, they 

will demand the more."   And so the principle established in 

scripture from the very beginning in Genesis all th e way to the end 

is that the blessings that God gives are always ble ssings that God 

intends us to pass on.  

Now, we may think it was easy for Obadiah to bless others because 

after all, he was wealthy.  But all wealth is relat ive.  I mean, I 

know and we all know how difficult this economy has  been, but our 

situation needs to be seen as God sees it, and he s ees it in the 

context of the entire world.  You know what the med ian income for a 

household in Port Jervis was in 2012?  I do.  It wa s $34,400.  I 

bet you don't know that that income is in the riche st 13 percent of 

the entire world's population, which is to say 87 p ercent of the 

world does worse than Port Jervis.  In fact, our in come is more 



than 9.3 times the global average.  And so by any o bjective 

standard that includes the whole world, we're not j ust wealthy, we 

are fabulously wealthy.  Please don't misunderstand  me.  I'm not -- 

this is not a fundraising issue at all.  We've been  blessed 

abundantly.  I mean, our church almost always meets  its budget.  

You've been incredibly generous.  It 's just that I believe that we 

as a church and we as individuals can do more.  You  know, we're 

talking about as a church increasing our missions b udget and 

individually giving over and above to other organiz ations like 

Samaritan's Purse, or Voice Of The Martyrs or IJM.  I'm talking 

about taking the responsibility of sponsoring a chi ld or family 

through World Vision or Compassion International, s omething like 

that.  I mean, Obadiah did it for a hundred.  Maybe  we could do it 

for one.  You see, when it comes to resources, I ju st think giving 

stuff away is nothing more than a prudent way of pl anning for the 

future.  You know, many of us here have met with fi nancial planners 

and they've convinced us of the wisdom of putting m oney aside now 

so that we'll have something to spend when we're in  retirement, and 

retirement for most people lasts for a couple of de cades.  Eternity 

lasts forever.  I firmly believe in sending ahead o f us real money 

spent on the kingdom today that will be available t o us to spend 

for the rest of eternity.  

And that's exactly how Jesus puts it in Matthew 6:19.  Listen to 



what he says.  He says:  "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieve s break in and 

steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heave n, where neither 

moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not bre ak in and 

steal."   You know, we've just heard it said so many times that I 

think we lose sight of what Jesus is actually claim ing here.  Lay 

up for yourselves treasures in heaven.  You can ban k it here and 

spend it there.  I mean, we know for a fact that Go d has such a 

finely tuned accounting system that it records item s as small as a 

cup of cold water and a widow's mite.  That's a pre tty good 

accounting system.  Doesn't it make sense that ever y single penny 

that you send forward by donating it to kingdom wor k is in fact the 

very resources that you will draw on in eternity?  I have very 

little doubt that the wealth that we'll have in hea ven will be 

based largely on the wealth that we give away here on earth.  As 

Jim Elliott put it, I don't know necessarily he put  it in terms of 

money but he said, "He is no fool who gives up that  which he cannot 

keep to gain that which he cannot lose."  

So Obadiah not only took great risks for the kingdo m but he also 

devoted considerable resources towards supporting G od's people.  In 

other words, he laid up for himself considerable re sources in 

heaven.  What makes Obadiah a hero in my eyes is no t just the risks 

that he took or the resources that he made availabl e but the 



responsibility that he took for God's people.  I me an, Obadiah took 

responsibility for a hundred individuals.  He simpl y made them his 

neighbors.  You know, we might ask ourselves the sa me question the 

lawyer asked Jesus when he asked him to state what God required of 

all of us in Luke 10:25.  This is what it says, it says:  And 

behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, s aying, "Teacher, 

what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"  And he s aid to him, 

"What is written in the law?  How do you read it?"  And he 

answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with al l your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength and w ith all your 

mind, and your neighbor as yourself."  And he said to him, "You 

have answered correctly; do this, and you will live ."  But he, 

desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And wh o is my 

neighbor?"   I mean, the question was just who is it that I am  

responsible for?  And Jesus when asked "Who is my n eighbor," he 

describes the most unlikely of neighbors.  He descr ibes a man who 

was beaten and blooded and unconscious, desperately  in need of 

first aid.  So what Jesus is saying is that anyone whose need comes 

into my world becomes, in effect, my neighbor.  Tha t is, a person 

becomes your neighbor based on his need and your kn owledge and 

ability to fil l that need.  And we all know how the  story goes.  I 

mean, a priest and a Levite, they walk right past t he man in his 

desperate need and there's three different individu als who happen 

to come into his world but only one, this lowly Sam aritan responds, 



and he responds by making him his neighbor.  

Now things for us in the 21st century are vastly di fferent than 

they were in Jesus' day.  I mean, in Jesus' day you  would really 

have to physically come in contact with somebody to  know that they 

had this need.  Today all of that's changed.  I mea n, via the 

Internet today, we have the ability to connect with  anybody in the 

world on a moment's notice.  I mean, I have the abi lity to walk 

right now into the needs of over a bill ion people.  Are they all my 

neighbors?  And if not, then who today really is my  neighbor?  I 

mean, given that broad a mandate, how do we know wh at Christ would 

expect my answer to that question to be?  Who is my  neighbor?  I 

think it's whomever God makes into your neighbor.  I mean, for 

instance The Voice of the Martyrs , well, it's made Gao Zhisheng, 

it's made Asia Bibi, it's made Saeed Abedini and ma ny others our 

neighbors.  I mean, through Voice of the Martyrs Go d has walked us 

literally into their world, I mean we know them, we  understand a 

little bit about their plight, we identify with the m, we recognize 

their situations.  That's how God brings us into th e world.  That's 

how God brings us into their world and makes us the ir neighbors.  

And God has sovereignly chosen to make Pastor Papaf  and the 

Christian House of Prayer our neighbor.  

Let me just tell you how that happened because it w as not only 



unique, it was miraculous and many of you might not  know the whole 

history of how that really came about.  A very good  friend of mine 

said she had received a cassette tape from a man wh o used to run a 

trucking business and he was undertaking a ministry  at that time, 

basically what he was doing, he was gathering up ex cess food and 

truckers and having it distributed locally in the n ortheast just so 

that people would have, there would be no wasted fo od, and he could 

distribute it to the poor.  For some reason, word o f his efforts 

got all the way across the world to the nation of I ndia and some 

people from India wrote and said, "Could you help u s."  Well, he 

started ministering to India.  This was many, many years ago.  And 

he started going back and forth from here to India,  and he 

recognized God had a role for him to serve there.  And what his job 

was, his job was to introduce two different culture s in two 

different countries and to introduce them as neighb ors.  He started 

going to India as a liaison, forging relationships between North 

American churches and their Indian neighbors.  And I say 

"neighbors" because this man, Court Wood, he's just  -- he was a 

truck driver from the United States.  But he was re ally just 

another Obadiah.  And he went over to India, he jus t moved among 

the Dalits and the Dalits in India are the lowest p ossible caste, 

the lowest of the low.  So he knew that their need made them 

neighbors to churches in North America.  So my frie nd asked me if I 

would listen to this cassette tape.  I said, "Sure,  yeah, I' l l 



l isten to it."  But I have to tell you, I put very little stock in 

it at all, I mean, I was just doing a friend a favo r.  So I said, 

"Sure, yeah, give me the tape, I' ll listen to it."  Well, there's 

no question in my mind that God took it from there forward.  I 

remember I just put the tape in the machine and I r emember I was -- 

I was doing something else, I just put it on, I was  transfixed from 

the moment the man started speaking.  God just kind  of grabbed me 

by the throat and said, "Listen to what he's saying ."  It was 

impressed on my mind deeply that this was a ministr y that God 

wanted us to be involved in, but I didn't want to j ust go charging 

into this and say this is what we need to do, and s o I took the 

tape and I gave it to every one of the elders.  I s aid, "You need 

to listen to this and tell me what you think."  Wel l, the effect 

was identical among every one of the elders.  We we re all 

identically moved by what God was telling us on thi s tape.  And so 

we invited Court Wood who has since gone on to be w ith the Lord, 

marvelous, marvelous saint, we invited him up here to speak to the 

church and tell us about what it was all about.  An d when he came 

and he spoke, the effect extended to the entire bod y of Christ in 

this church.  So what I'm saying is what God did th ere was he 

stamped his will so thoroughly on this ministry tha t we took it up.  

And what God was actually saying to Grace Fellowshi p in Port 

Jervis, New York was I want you to meet your new ne ighbors in 

Ambajipeta, India.  And by doing that, you know wha t he's done?  



He's made us responsible for them in the very same way that Obadiah 

made himself responsible for those hundreds.  These  are people that 

we are required by God to look after physically lik e Obadiah did.  

And it was only after I actually went to India that  I saw the depth 

of their faith and commitment in spite of overwhelm ing poverty, in 

spite of overwhelming disease, that I realized how patriarchal and 

condescending I had been, thinking we were the ones  offering a life 

line to them.  You know, they offered us prayer and  fasting and a 

commitment to community and worship that made us lo ok sad in 

comparison, and we offered them money.  But they we re desperate.  

They were desperately in need and they needed the - - just the means 

to survive, and physical resources were something t hat we could 

supply.  You see, God loves both of our churches be yond measure and 

he saw the beauty of combining our material wealth with their 

spiritual wealth, and thus our partnership was forg ed.  And so we 

support them in their often times desperate need of  food, clothing, 

medicine, and shelter.  And you probably have alrea dy heard that 

they've once again been devastated by yet another c yclone.  And you 

know, I've heard people say this a number of times,  why does this 

always happen to these people?  And what they don't  realize is that 

these people still occupy the lowest rung there is in India.  

They're the lowest of the low and so they live in t he riskiest 

places there is to live.  You know, people that hav e any resources 

at all can afford to move away from those places.  They can't.  



These are the places that often get wiped out by fl ood or cyclone.  

And so we support them with the funds that they nee d to survive and 

they support us with all night prayer meetings and a continual 

lifting up of our needs as a church.  In fact, they  have much to 

teach us about faith and prayer and trust and we ha ve much that we 

can share with them in terms of theology, doctrine,  and material 

aid.  And it's an ongoing thing.  

But you got to understand, you see, the answer to t he question who 

we are responsible for, well that's something that God pointed out 

to us.  It's unique to us, we're responsible for CP H.  See, God 

does this in a unique and individual way, not just for churches but 

for each of us individually.  For Obadiah it's a hu ndred prophets 

hidden in a cave.  For you and me it might be our l iteral next-door 

neighbor.  You know, God brings us into each of the se lives of 

folks that will become our neighbors based on their  need and our 

ability to meet that need.  You know, they may live  next door or 

they may be absolutely on the other side of the wor ld.  They're 

somebody that God providentially causes you to conn ect with.  And 

they may be friends, they may be enemies, they may be co-workers, 

they may be relatives, they even may be your foot d octor.  

I mentioned last week that, you know, I broke this bone in my foot, 

and it gave me an opportunity to share the gospel w ith my foot 



doctor and I had an appointment on Friday, and so I  spent part of 

the time that I was going to that appointment just praying, asking 

God for an opportunity.  I didn't get it.  He was i n a big hurry.  

But in the brief conversation that I had, I learned  some more 

information about a need that he had that might ena ble me in the 

future to have that opportunity.  You see, I know h e is my neighbor 

because I know for a fact that he has one glaring n eed, and it's 

the need that everybody else in this world has, and  that's a need 

for the gospel.  

Here's a question.  Does God hold you and I respons ible for those 

people that he has sovereignly caused to come acros s our path?  The 

answer is he does.  Another question.  Does that me an that God is 

limited by how well we respond?  Answer:  He is not .  God will 

never be up in heaven biting his nails hoping that we somehow can 

get up the gumption to share the gospel with somebo dy.  I mean his 

sovereignty will never allow anyone's eternal soul to be subject to 

the vagaries of sinful human experience.  If he wan ts the gospel to 

get to somebody and I don't do it, well he's just g oing to raise up 

somebody else.  But make no mistake about it, he wi ll stil l hold me 

responsible.  Listen to what God says in Ezekiel 3:18.  He says:  

If I say to the wicked, "You shall surely die," and  you give him no 

warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wick ed way, in order 

to save his life, that wicked person shall die for his iniquity, 



but his blood I will require at your hand.   Those are terrifying 

words, but I didn't say them; God said them.  And l est you think 

this is merely some ancient Old Testament curse, fa st forward to 

the end of Paul's ministry in the book of Acts and listen to what 

he says in Acts 20:26.  He's at the very end of his ministry and he 

says this to those who are surrounding him.  He say s:  "Therefore I 

testify to you this day that I am innocent of the b lood of all of 

you, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the  whole counsel 

of God."   I mean, I don't know that I fully grasp what God is 

saying here but I do know this, this is very seriou s stuff.  Part 

of my responsibility before God is telling you that  God will hold 

you responsible yourself.  To know God has made you  responsible for 

someone and to ignore that responsibility is sin, a nd I know that 

because I've sinned that way myself.  God had convi cted me of my 

cowardness or my laziness and my irresponsibility a nd he picked me 

up and he dusted me off and he pushed me right back  in.  

So let me ask this question again slightly differen tly.  Does God 

hold you and I responsible for those people he has sovereignly 

caused to come across our path?  And let me answer that question 

with another question:  Do you think Jesus would ha ve held the 

priest and the Levite responsible for walking past their beaten and 

bloodied neighbor?  Do you think God would have hel d Obadiah 

responsible for ignoring the hundred prophets that he fed and 



protected?  We have the greatest privilege a human being has ever 

been given.  The king of the universe took on flesh  and he lived 

out his life perfectly, then he took his life to th e cross where he 

substituted his righteousness for our sin.  Every o ne of us was 

utterly lost.  Doomed.  Every one of us was on our way to hell.  

And he rescued us.  And he blessed us more abundant ly than almost 

anybody on this entire planet in the history of thi s planet.  But 

the reason why God blesses anyone is so that he can  in turn bless 

someone else.  Jesus said:  "To whom much is given of him much is 

expected."   We haven't just been given much, we have been giv en all 

God has to give.  So does God not have a right to e xpect us to 

bless others with what he's blessed us?  

I'd like to say that Obadiah was a hero because he took great 

risks, he gave up his resources, and he took full r esponsibility 

for one hundred of God's people.  But a hero is som eone who does 

something extraordinary.  According to Jesus, Obadi ah was just 

doing his job.  Listen to what Jesus had to say abo ut that, about 

the work that he's called us to do, and this is Luke 17:7.  He 

says:  "Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or k eeping 

sheep say to him when he has come in from the field , 'Come at once 

and recline at table'?  Will he not rather say to h im, 'Prepare 

supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me whi le I eat and 

drink, and afterward you will eat and drink'?  Does  he thank the 



servant because he did what was commanded?  So you also, when you 

have done all that you were commanded, say, "We are  unworthy 

servants; we have only done what was our duty."   See, Obadiah just 

did what was his duty and he did it extremely well.   But God's not 

going to blow trumpets for him because he was just doing his job.  

Instead he will tell him, "Well done, good and faithful servant."   

And in the end when it comes to risks, resources, a nd 

responsibility, that's all God requires of all of u s.  Let's pray.  

Father, I just, I thank you for these little nobody  stories that 

are buried in scripture.  I thank you for Obadiah.  I thank you for 

the risks that he took.  I thank you for the resour ces that he 

placed at your feet, and for the responsibility tha t he took for 

one hundred of your servants.  Lord, he is a model for us.  I pray 

that you would speak through him to us and that you  would give us 

the ability to do that very same thing, to take ris ks in this 

culture, to place our resources at your feet and fo r us to take 

responsibility for those people you've sovereignly brought in our 

path.  And I pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen. 


