Zechariah 9:1-13

1. Zechariah 9-14 contain two undated oracles.
a. No date is given for these messages.
b. It could be assumed they came after chapters 1-8
c. And, most likely after the completion of the temple in 516 BC when culture and society
had settled in after the return from exile.
2. The two “oracles” from the Hebrew massa also translated “burden”, “pronouncement”) are:
a. 9-11 — the destruction of Gentile world-power and Israel’s strengthening and protection
b. 12-14 — the purification of Israel through trials to purge them for the final great conflict
with the nations before they are transformed into the nation of the Lord
3. Both sections have a clear coming of the Lord. This has led many Jewish groups in the ancient
world to anticipate two Messiah’s:
a. 9-11 — the savior, gentle and humble (the cross)
b. 12-14 — the sovereign king conquering and ruling in victory (the crown)
4. The style and focus of the Zechariah’s writing change in 9-14.
The same happens in Isaiah chapters 40-66
There are no clear outlines
There is no accompanying interpretation or interpreting angel
There is no clear connection to contemporary people or events
There are cryptic allusions vague references to enemies, battles betrayal
There is sections that promise peace, prosperity and the final victory, but the journey to
this is long and winding.
g. Jerome referred to the book of Zechariah as “that most obscure book of the prophet
Zechariah, and of the Twelve the longest”
5. “on that day” occurs 18 times and points to the distant future based on the context.
a. This phrase “on that day” seems to introduce new sections or units of thoughts
b. These sections or units tend to match the outline below.
6. The focus of these last six chapters is the Messiah King
a. The Messiah King will appear
b. The Messiah King will bring both judgment and blessing
7. The declaration of judgment on the individual nations and ultimately all nations serves to
support Israel’s faith in their God, but also to warn the Gentiles of their futility without YHWH
which also comes with an invitation to join Israel in serving YHWH
a. God’s judgment on the nation demonstrates the impotence of the god’s ruling those
nations. Thus, only YHWH is God. Only YHWH should be worshipped.
b. After defeat the remains of the nations will flee to Zion for protection and to honor the
Lord
c. The defeat of the nations will result in deliverance, joy and prosperity for the world.
d. The judgment of the nations will end their attempt for universal dominion and open the
way for the universal establishment of the righteous kingdom of the Lord
8. The whole church age occurs between Zechariah 9:9 and 9:10
a. This is the same thing that occurs between Isaiah 9:6 and 9:7
b. The Gospels clearly identify Jesus as having fulfilled Zechariah 9:9
c. The Gospels never claim Jesus fulfilled 9:10 during his earthly ministry
d. The New Testament is based in the anticipation and hope that Jesus will fulfill 9:10
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9. The Gospels quote verses from these six chapters:

Outline of 9-14 (can be seen with a chiastic pattern):
1.
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Zechariah General Content Gospel

9:9 The king comes to Zion humble and riding a donkey Matt. 21:5;
John 12:15

11:13 Thirty pieces of silver thrown into the house of the Lord Matt. 29:9
12:10 Looking on him whom they have pierced John 19:37
(Rev. 1:7)
13:7 The shepherd is struck and the sheep are scattered Matt. 26:31;
Mark 14:27

9-10 — God comes to protect and bless (A)

11:1-14 — People reject God'’s shepherd (B)

11:15-17 — The worthless shepherd hurts the flock (C)

12:1-9 — Nations come to destroy Jerusalem (C)
12:10-13:6 — People repent and turn to God (B)
13:7-14;21 — God comes to protect and bless (A)

A similar more detailed Outline of 9-14:
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9.

9:1-8 — Judgment and salvation of surrounding nations

9:9-10 — Introduction of the king

9:11-10:1 — Israel’s battle and victory

10:2-3 — Idolatry and judgment

10:3-11:3 — Israel’s battle and victory
11:4-17 — People reject the shepherds

12:1-9 — Israel’s battle and victory

12:10-13:1 — YHWH’s Servant pierced

a. mourning
b. purification
13:2-6 — Idolatry and judgment

10.13:7-9 — Shepherd struck

11.14:1-15 — Israel’s battle and victory

a. Judgment
b. Purification
c. Return to God

12.14:16-21 — Judgment and salvation of all nations




Zechariah 9:1 — “The oracle of the word of the Lord is against the land of Hadrach
and Damascus is its resting place.

For the Lord has an eye on mankind
and on all the tribes of Israel,
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9:2 — “and on Hamath also, which borders on it,
Tyre and Sidon, though they are very wise.
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9:3 — “Tyre has built herself a rampart
and heaped up silver like dust,
and fine gold like the mud of the streets.
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9:4 — “But behold, the Lord will strip her of her possessions
and strike down her power on the sea,
and she shall be devoured by fire.
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9:5 - “Ashkelon shall see it, and be afraid;
Gaza too, and shall writhe in anguish;

Ekron also, because its hopes are confounded.

The king shall perish from Gaza;
Ashkelon shall be uninhabited;
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9:6 — “a mixed people shall dwell in Ashdod,
and | will cut off the pride of Philistia.
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9:7 — “l will take away its blood from its mouth,
and its abominations from between its teeth;
it too shall be a remnant for our God;
it shall be like a clan in Judah,
and Ekron shall be like the Jebusites.
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9:8 — “Then | will encamp at my house as a guard,
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so that none shall march to and fro;
no oppressor shall again march over them,
for now | see with my own eyes.
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9:9 — “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
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9:10 — “I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from seato sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth.
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9:11 — “As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
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9:12 — “Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of

today | declare that | will restore to you double.
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9:13 — “For | have bent Judah as my bow;
| have made Ephraim its arrow.
I will stir up your sons, O Zion,

against your sons,

O Greece,

and wield you like a warrior's sword.
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