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Jesus Wept

John 11: 35

Prayer: Father God, we do praise you and thank you for your

goodness, we praise you and thank you for your grac
and thank you for the gift that you've given us of
Lord, we just celebrate this time of the year when
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and in a different way and in a deeper way, we hope
it is you've done for us, and so we pray this in Je

Amen.

Well, once again this is the first Sunday of the mo
the day that we remember Jesus Christ and his cross
speak each month, we remember that he met with his
final Passover supper, and it's contained in
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after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disci
"Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, a
given thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink of
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in my Father's kingdom." Jesus took bread and he took wine and he

offered them up as symbols of his flesh and his blo
asked his disciples to eat the bread and drink the
symbolically eat his flesh and drink his blood. An
them to remember this on a regular basis and this i
the Lord's table and we celebrate it once a month h
we do that by meditating on what it is the Lord Jes
the cross, by examining ourselves, by asking God's
convict us of sin, by confessing our sins, and then
participating in the these elements. In

So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, | say to you,
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, yo

in you."
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Lazarus, Lazarus's being raised from the dead.
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village of Mary and her sister Martha. It was Mary
the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her
brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to hi
he whom you love is ill." But when Jesus heard it
illness does not lead to death. It is for the glor
that the son of God may be glorified through it."
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wept. | mean, those are the bare bones facts that
with. It gets far more interesting when you start

set of questions, and that would be, first of all,
guestion. Now, the scripture is very clear that wh
informed that his good friend Lazarus was ill, his
finding this out was absolutely mystifying, because
was to do nothing. So the answer to the question "
we don't know. Jesus didn't make a lot of sense wi
And last time we looked at this issue, we looked in
understanding and trusting God when he doesn't seem
of sense. You see, it's not normal for somebody wh
position to help someone to know that he's in that
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righteousness.”
our being made righteous in God's sight, does it no
God would be about the business of growing faith in
| mean, this is precisely what we see Jesus doing i
Lazarus and his family and the disciples, what we s
growing their faith, and he is growing it by stretc
testing it, by trying it, often times by engaging i
don't seem is to make a great deal of sense at the
sisters tell Jesus that his beloved Lazarus is ill
hurrying to help his friend, Jesus answers the "whe
baffling all of those around him. By baffling the
Jesus answers the "when" question by lingering unti
gone. He says in John 11:14: "Lazarus has died."
spoke last time about how confounding Jesus's actio
see, when it seems he should be speeding off to tak
friend, he resists until the friend is dead, and th
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Thomas, his devotion and his despondency are expres

says: "Let us go, that we may die with him."

Well, so far we've got four of our six questions an
the "who" is Jesus, the "what" is weeping, the "whe
Jesus knows that Lazarus has died, the "where" is t
Lazarus's burial, a place that is incredibly hostil
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he began to weep. This verb, there is a verb that
Jesus wept, and the verb is associated with the sno
horse. It implies great sorrow but it also implies
indignation. It's the kind of cry you might expect
who's lost his little girl to a drunk driver or a 'y
who's lost a husband to cancer. There's something
sorrow that's going on here. There's this sense of
indignation, a sense that this is not the way thing
to be. And of course all that is compounded by the

know that within hours these very people who have ¢

sed when he

swered. | mean,
n" is only after
he site of

e to Jesus, and
ion. And that

ture is not

John 11:33: When Jesus saw her weeping,

was deeply
aid, "Where have

ee." Jesus

d and then
describes how
rting of a

great

from somebody
oung mom of four
other than deep
deep, deep
S were supposed

fact that we

aused Jesus to



weep, they're all going to be rejoicing, they're al
celebrating the resurrection of Lazarus. And so we
weeping and we know that he alone knows that their

to come to an end. So the big question is why then

As the elders begin distributing the bread, | want
this morning the tears of Jesus. You know, we wors
was literally driven to tears by our situation. We

the who, the what, the when, the where, and the how
The big question that we want to address this morni
We'll look at that next. But as the communion is b
distributed, | want us to consider first the warnin
about communion itself.
But a let a man examine himself, and so let him eat
and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks i
manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not dis
Lord's body. For this reason many are weak and sic
many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we wo
judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened b
we may not be condemned with the world.
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| mean, what the scripture was talking about, not t

bush, God was talking about killing people who ente

1 Corinthians 11:28-32

| going to be
see Jesus
sorrow's about

iIs he weeping?

us to consider
hip a God who
already know
of his weeping.
ng is the "why."
eing

g that God gives

says this, it says:

of the bread

n an unworthy
cerning the

k among you, and
uld not be

y the Lord, that

You know, | say this every

, and to enter
court disaster,
o0 beat about the

r into communion



in an unworthy manner. So | say if you're not abso
that you're a child of the king and if you first ne
reconciled with your brother before you bring your
altar, well then as the elements come to you, just
say this each time, | say, nobody's going to look a
They may well think that you're wise for doing that
hand, | also want to point out that a mistake we co
thinking that unless we're spotlessly perfect we're
worthy to receive communion. That, too, is a mista
child of the King doesn't mean that you never sin,
that you never fail, and what it does mean is that
gift that nobody is capable of earning. As Dane Or
"In the kingdom of God, the one thing that qualifie
that you don't qualify, and the one thing that disq
thinking that you do." It also means that when we
we have God's Holy Spirit within us, we are enabled
God's conviction, we grieve as children who know th
father who longs to forgive us, who longs to cleans
in 1 John 1:9: If we confess our sins, he is faithful
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unri
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that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we
advocate with the Father -- Jesus Christ, the Right
Because we have Jesus's righteousness and not our o
righteousness, we are free to eat from his table.
your Lord, don't deny yourself the privilege that J
purchased for each us. You know, he lived the life
supposed to live and then he died the death we all
in our place so that we could be made worthy of hea
the scripture tells us this morning, was deeply mov
troubled, not just for Lazarus' situation, but for
situations. Jesus was deeply moved and greatly tro
point of tears. Contemplate for a moment the fact

himself, weeping for us.

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, 23rd verse says th
received from the Lord what | also delivered to you
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,
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you. Do this in remembrance of me."
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can reverently speculate a bit, that is to say we ¢
selective guesses based on what the scripture tells
There are at least five different reasons why Jesus
burst into tears at the site of Lazarus's tomb. Th
might have been Lazarus himself. You see, the curs
every one of us has inherited means that every sing
this room has inherited a death sentence. | mean,

a long, healthy life, and we may exercise and eat a
things and do all the right stuff just hoping that

kind of health, but absolutely none of us gets a gu

all know that. So every time we get sick, every ti
medical test, every time we go through the process
become more and more aware of the fact that we're a
death sentence, and it tends to hang over us all th
we live with the notion that eventually every one o
have to come face to face with death. Lazarus had
twice. The scriptures says in Hebrews 9:27
man to die once, and after that comes judgment.

only Lazarus and a small handful of others who were
dead to whom that doesn't apply because actually th
through the process of dying not once, but twice.

first went the way of sickness. | imagine he just
sicker and he knew that the end was coming and he w
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voice of God. We can assume Lazarus was a believer
who had by faith entered into something about to be
when somehow or other for God's purpose he got pull
that. He found his journey was going to be interru
Jesus gives Lazarus life once again but it wasn't e
same eternal life that he's promised to all of us.
literally had to go through the process of dying tw

Jesus was weeping for that.

The second and most obvious reason for why Jesus wa
the overwhelming grief and the sorrow that he saw i
Mary and the rest of the family. And all of that m
sense until you factor in the point that Jesus knew
matter of minutes, all of that grief was going to b
rejoicing. So why was Jesus moved to weep? Well,
is that it wasn't this death per se that Jesus was

but death itself. That Jesus had seen firsthand an
experienced what it is the curse of Adam had accomp
only Jesus knew fully what man was intended to be,

in his grasp and had freely given up. Perhaps Jesu
about how far we had fallen from where we once were
Perhaps he was weeping over the hold that death now
a creature who was never destined for death in the
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rotting flesh of his dear friend Lazarus. Perhaps

that drove Jesus to tears. You see, death and deca
strangers to the Garden of Eden but now they're ver
enemies to Jesus, to Martha, to Mary, and certainly
Jesus alone knew exactly how God had intended for t
as exalted bearers of His image. Jesus alone knew

they had fallen from that lofty design.

You know, a while back | mentioned | had seen a vid
disturbing video of a Chinese circus. | spoke abou
of years ago. It was a Chinese circus, and in that
the featured acts was a bear dressed in a tutu hold
riding a tricycle. | mean, it was grotesque for me
apex predator like an American brown bear reduced t
side show. | mean, it was absolutely degrading to
was degrading to those who watched, but it may cont
why Jesus was weeping. You see, we are not just an
like that brown bear was. We humans are the apex o
creation. We are the crown jewel of the same God w
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You know, an eagle may capture some of God's glory
a bear my capture some of it in its power, a whale

of it in its immense strength, but at best, those a
pieces of what it means to represent the glory of G
only one creature the privilege of representing his
universe. It is we humans alone who bear the image
all of the created universe, there's no other creat
make that claim and yet because of Adam's fall, we
creatures captured by the curse of death itself, cr
rotting in a tomb that Jesus is addressing. And Je
for Lazarus was personal is now faced with seeing L
family devastated by the curse of the fall and the
brought working itself out in the lives of the peop

loves. It wasn't supposed to be this way.

As the elders begin distributing the cup, there's a
why Jesus might have wept. It's another reason tha
scripture, and that is for the hardness of man's he
there's only two accounts recorded in scripture of

We have Jesus here weeping at Lazarus's tomb, and t
is Jesus's triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Those a
places in scripture where it speaks of Jesus weepin
was coming into Jerusalem, he began to weep at that
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even you, had known on this day the things that mak
But now they are hidden from your eyes. For the da
upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade
surround you and hem you in on every side and tear
ground, you and your children within you. And they
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witnessed the miracle of Lazarus's resurrection. |
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know that he's been dead for a while, they know tha
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scripture describes two very different responses th
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and said, "What are we to do? For this man perform

If we let him go on like this, everyone will believ

the Romans will come and take away both our place a

But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that
them, "You know nothing at all. Nor do you underst
better for you that one man should die for the peop
whole nation should perish.” He did not say this o
accord, but being high priest that year he prophesi
would die for the nation, and not for the nation on
gather into one the children of God who are scatter
from that day on they made plans to put him to deat
stunning division this describes. You have one gro
Jesus is Lord, we need to worship him. You have an
says Jesus's miracles, they're indisputable. He's
from the dead but he's a threat to our way of life.

kill him. | mean, if you ever needed scriptural pr
impossibility of convincing people of the truth of
logic or argument or persuasion or even by signs an

from the miraculous work of the Holy Spirit, then t

1 Corinthians 1:18 says: For the message of the cross is
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uniquely wicked, consider that they represent every
who refuses to believe the truth of the gospel rega
self-evident the proof of that is. You know, Jesus
story about another man named Lazarus, he was a poo
desperate man, he begged to eat the crumbs that fel
man's table. And eventually they both died, and th

to hell and Lazarus went to great peace and joy at

and at one point in the story the rich man is in he
begging Abraham to send Lazarus to his remaining br
here on earth to warn them about the hell that awai
Abraham refuses, and this is what he says to them i
He says: "If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neithe
they be convinced if someone should rise from the d

Abraham is saying is if the scripture itself isn't

to save, then virtually nothing is. Abraham's word

be prophetic because this is exactly what happened

Lazarus, the Lazarus that Jesus loved, he rose from

as Abraham said, neither were they convinced. What
demonstrating was that even the sight of a dead man

raised from death and decay was not enough to sway
determined ahead of time not to believe. | think i
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don't believe the gospel for one reason; they don't want to believe
the gospel. That's why God will eventually say every mouth will be
stopped, and the whole world may be held accountabl eto God in

Romans 3:19 .

But understand this, we have the principle of givin g the gospel
knowing that we were no different than Caiaphas and his ilk. See,

by the grace of God alone, our eyes were opened and the gospel made
sense only because God was willing to make us willi ng, willing to
make us hear and see. And by that same grace we pr esent the same
gospel in the hope that some other blind eyes will see and that
some other deaf ears will be given the grace to hea r. I know for

me, myself, when | encounter hostile unbelief, | ju st flash back to
my own hostile unbelief. | think of the grace that got me out of
that. Here's the problem. The minute | lose sight of that, the
minute | don't remember that, | become contemptuous of unbelief as

if | were somehow above it. | wasn't. Ephesians 2:8 says: For by
grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not of your

own doing; it is the gift of God.

Well, the fifth and the last reason for why Jesus w ept at Lazarus'
tomb is one that | am not convinced of at all. It s been suggested
by numerous commentators that Jesus wept for the ho rror of what he

knew was coming. The cross was a mere matter of da ys away, and the



overwhelming terror of it brought Jesus to tears, s

by some. You know, the dread that Jesus faced was
torment that he knew was coming, it was not the psy
torment of knowing that he was being abandoned by t
loved, we know it was the existential horror of hav
father clad only in the filth of our sins. Jesus,

was about to face the wrath and the fury of his fat
sins because he lived a life of absolute perfection

And we know that Jesus sweat great drops of blood o
that would soon take place in the garden of Gethsem
there was blood, we know there was sweat but we don
were actual tears. And | say | doubt that because

| see expressed in scripture about Jesus anticipati

the emotion of joy.
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
set before him endured the cross, despising the sha
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

could look right through the terror and the horror
the joy of glorifying his father by ransoming and r
sheep. And so in spite of how thoroughly he despis
humiliation of the cross, he willingly undertook it

So Jesus weeping for himself just strikes me as jus
self-serving, it just lessens to me the heroics of
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Now to be sure, shortly before the cross Jesus did
deep turmoil that he was in but he showed none of t

that tears might have spoken to. In

said: "Now is my soul troubled. And what shall | say? '

save me from this hour'? But for this purpose | ha
hour. Father, glorify your name."
to me that Jesus would be weeping about the very ta
to earth for, because as awful as this was, this wa
and he prayed that God would be glorified through t
there was nothing more precious to Jesus than the g
Again, this was the opportunity to take the curse o

it into the triumph of the glory of Christ over sin

John Piper says it well when he says this, he says,
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because God is passionate about God's glory." So |
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describes this incident that took place as Jesus wa
the cross. This is Luke 23:27, it says this:

him a great multitude of the people and of women wh

and lamenting for him, but turning to them Jesus sa

John 12:27

evidence the
he self pity
Jesus said this, he
Father,

ve come to this

See, it just seems incongruous

sk that he came
s Jesus' moment,
he cross because
lory of God.

f Adam and turn

"The deepest

because God

t God's glory

guess | just

reatest triumph

e, Jesus

Luke

s on his way to
And there followed

0 were mourning

id, "Daughters



of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for your
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us. James 2:13 gives this warning, it says:
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blue sky, one day | got a phone call from his wife.
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Lazarus, enter into that grief for all of those peo
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