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1 Peter 2:12-17 12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of 
visitation. 13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as 
supreme; 14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and 
for the praise of them that do well. 15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men: 16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the 
servants of God. 17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 
 
12a Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles:  
 
Conversation is not just talk but also walk. Conversation is a general term for conduct. Peter is 
directing us to do this pursuant to verse 11: “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, 
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul;” 
 
It is abstinence from lust that prevents us from having a dishonest conversation when among 
unbelievers or unregenerate people. Holy conduct distinguishes us from them in the world. 
 
Walk is used to describe the daily conversation of a person. We are to conduct ourselves: 
 
After or in the Spirit. 
 

Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

 
Galatians 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

 
Honestly (or good). 
 

Romans 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in 
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 

 
1 Thessalonians 4:7-12 7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 8 
He therefore that despiseth , despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy 
Spirit. 9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are 
taught of God to love one another. 10 And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all 
Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more; 11 And that ye study 
to be quiet , and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded 
you; 12 That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have 
lack of nothing. 

 
In faith. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 
 

Judges 12:5-6 5 And the Gileadites took the passages of Jordan before the Ephraimites: and it 
was so, that when those Ephraimites which were escaped said , Let me go over ; that the men of 
Gilead said unto him, Art thou an Ephraimite? If he said , Nay; 6 Then said they unto him, Say 
now Shibboleth: and he said Sibboleth: for he could not frame to pronounce it 
right. Then they took him, and slew him at the passages of Jordan: and there fell at that time of 
the Ephraimites forty and two thousand.  

 
Jhin Wei: ...faith is the true shibboleth. The West Wing. Season 2, Episode 8. 



Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
12/13/2020 
1 Peter 2:12-17 As free…as the servants of God 

 2 

 
We are to conduct ourselves (continued): 
 
Differently than those around us. 
 

Ephesians 4:17-23 17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk 
not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 18 Having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of 
the blindness of their heart: 19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto 
lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 21 If 
so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 That ye put 
off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.  

 
Perfectly in wisdom. 
 

Ephesians 5:15-16 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 16 
Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  

 
Many other passages describe our walk, but a common theme in them is that God’s children, his 
elect, do not continue in sin and do not look or act like the world around them. 
 
Our honest conversation, our good walk, may not always elicit an immediate positive response 
from those (unbelievers and unregenerate) that we come into contact with every day. The 
outcome may be what Peter says in the second part of the verse: they may speak against us, even 
as though we were evildoers, but it will be to God’s glory. 
 
12b that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good 
works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 
 
John Gill on verse 12b “…when wicked men take notice of and observe the good works of the saints, 
their civil, honest, and orderly conversation, they shall glorify God on that account, who has enabled them 
to perform them; and acknowledge the goodness of them, and the wrong judgment they have passed upon 
them, and the ill measure they have measured out to them; and this will be, either when God visits them 
in a way of wrath, as at the day of judgment, or at the time of some temporal calamity before, or when he 
visits them in a way of mercy, calls them by his grace, and effectually works upon them by his Spirit: the 
same argument for the performance of good works is used by Christ, in ( Matthew 5:16 ).” 
 

Matthew 5:11-16 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad : for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you. 13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour , wherewith 
shall it be salted ? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men. 14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid . 15 Neither 
do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all 
that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  

 
The outcome of conducting ourselves in light, in newness of life, after/in the Spirit, in honesty, 
by faith, unto good works, worthy of the vocation in which we were called, in humility, in 
wisdom, worthy of the Lord, in Christ Jesus, in order, in God’s commandments is that God will 
be glorified.  
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Peter provides specific examples of honest conversation. 
 
13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be 
to the king, as supreme; 14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 
 
We are to submit to the ordinances (the laws) of man for the purpose of the glorification of God.  
 

Matthew 22:16-22 16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying , 
Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for 
any man: for thou regardest not the person of men. 17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it 
lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said , Why 
tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 19 Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. 
20 And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription ? 21 They say unto him, 
Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. 22 When they had heard these words, 
they marvelled , and left him, and went their way . 

 
15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men:  
 
Our good walk is intended to glorify God and as a result, silence those who would find reason to 
speak against God.  
 
16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the 
servants of God. 
 
Peter means free in Jesus Christ, with the liberty that comes through Jesus Christ, knowing that 
we are (from verse 9) “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people” who are not in bondage to sin, but are God’s willing servants. Our liberty in Jesus Christ 
is not to be a reason for malicious acts against the civil authorities.  
 
However, as Americans we acknowledge that our country was founded by revolution against 
government (as summarized in the Declaration of Independence). 
 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.” 
 
“That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed, That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of 
these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such 
form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light 
and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that mankind are more 
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the 
forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is 
their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.”  
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Whether the American Revolution (or War for Independence) was biblically justified or not, it is 
too late to say, and we are where we are today by the providence, grace, and mercy of God. The 
law of our land gives us the guidance we need to live peacefully with our government (from the 
U.S. Constitution, Amendment I). 
 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.” 
 
It is only at such time that any government imposes laws that oppose God’s laws that we are 
biblically authorized to oppose the government beginning within the constraints of the laws of 
the land. We may, by this ordinance of man, practice our religion freely, speak freely, publish 
freely, assemble freely and peacefully, and address our government when required. 
 

Titus 3:1-2 1 Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey 
magistrates, to be ready to every good work, 2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but 
gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men.  

 
17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 
 
Peter addresses horizontal (men and brotherhood) and vertical (God and king) relationships. 
Honor is due all men and the king. Love is due the brotherhood. Fear is due God. 
 

Matthew 5:43-48 43 Ye have heard that it hath been said , Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and 
hate thine enemy. 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you; 45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: 
for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust. 46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye ? do not even the publicans the 
same? 47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the 
publicans so? 48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

 
Jesus commands us to love, bless, and pray for those who are our enemies and oppressors (even 
if they are in our own government). 
 
Paul follows on the command of Christ with a similar command. 
 

Romans 12:14-21 14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 15 Rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep . 16 Be of the same mind one 
toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise 
in your own conceits. 17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the 
sight of all men. 18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably 
with all men. 19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto 
wrath: for it is written , Vengeance is mine; I will repay , saith the Lord. 20 Therefore if 
thine enemy hunger , feed him; if he thirst , give him drink : for in so doing thou shalt 
heap coals of fire on his head. 21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 

 
1. Our conduct among unbelievers and unregenerate is to be good. 
2. Our interactions with our civil government are to be peaceful. 
3. All is to be done for the glory and praise of God. 


