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Christmas Day is celebrated all over the world, by Christians and pagans alike, as a day of 
gathering, giving, and feasting. Whether it’s to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ or the worship 
of Saturn, Yule, or the Sun God, we can’t escape the fact that it’s celebrated and will probably 
continue to be celebrated on into history in the years to come. We’re not going to be successful 
in any attempt to ban or deny Christmas in the public square. Christians differ, often 
vehemently, about whether the pagan roots of the holiday make it a sin to celebrate. As there are 
many things in this world that have societal associations to sin, but are enjoyable or useful and 
may be participated in by us without sin in our Christian liberty, each Christian’s conscience 
must be clear in his or her decision about things such as Christmas. As for me, the origin of a 
thing doesn’t necessarily cause said thing to be bad at the current time (this is known as the 
genesis fallacy) and I intend to enjoy Christmas and use the season to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ to a world, both Christian and pagan, that could use a bit of hope. 
 
But, let me also say that Christians, for the most part, spend way too much time, with Christmas, 
looking like and acting like and talking like the pagan world that surrounds them. Christmas for 
Christians ought to not be like Christmas for pagans. Should Christians go into debt at 
Christmas and eat or drink until they are sick or drunk at Christmas? No. Should Christians 
decorate their homes, gather, give gifts, eat meals, and say “Merry Christmas” at Christmas? If 
their consciences are clear, yes, they should. 
 
But, there is another issue with Christians and Christmas. They fail to tell the whole story. This 
is what I perceive to be the most significant issue with what I’ll call the Christianized Christmas 
story: Jesus Christ was born. And that is all. Jesus was a baby in a manger. And that is all. But, 
that is definitively not all. 
 
Let’s begin at the beginning. 
 

John 1:1-4 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by 
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men. 

 
The Word, the Logos, Jesus Christ, was God in the beginning and he made all things and was life 
and light. Hm. So, before the manger, Jesus was  God. We all know this, but it bears repeating to 
clear up some misconceptions. Jesus, that baby we talk about at Christmas, he was always God.  
 
Let’s continue a little further on. 
 

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

 
There it is. A virgin, a woman who had never had sexual relations with a man, would 
miraculously conceive a child and name him Immanuel. 
 

Matthew 1:21-23 21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: 
for he shall save his people from their sins. 22 Now all this was done, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23 Behold, a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted is, God with us. 
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Luke 1:30-33 30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with 
God. 31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the 
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33 And he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 
 

This child, as the angel told both Joseph and Mary, Jesus, would be a savior to a particular 
people and he would be able to do that because he, the child, is God. This incarnation, God 
becoming flesh, is important because the sacrifice required for salvation required flesh and 
blood. The angel also reveals to Mary that the child would be an everlasting king with an 
everlasting kingdom. But, let’s continue on with the familiar story. 
 

Luke 2:4-7 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage 
of David:) 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6 And so it was, 
that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she 
brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 
The manger. The focus of nativity scenes and Christmas songs. The eating trough of sheep and 
oxen, filled with the bread of life, the lamb of God, God in flesh, God with us. And, frankly, the 
pagan world would love it if we just stopped right there. Satan would love it if we spent all of our 
time, especially Christmastime, focused upon the baby Jesus, as if his infancy were the most 
important part of who he is to us. But, it’s not (or at least it shouldn’t be), so let’s continue on. 
 

Luke 2:39-40 39 And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, 
they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. 40 And the child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him. 

 
Well, bummer. Jesus grew up. He didn’t stay in the manger. He’s not an infant or a child any 
longer. The manger is empty. He’s a young man. See, it’s easy in our minds to grasp Joseph, 
Mary, and the baby. But now, Jesus Christ is growing, walking, talking, and becoming a man. 
That’s a bit more difficult. God grew up. We find him at the age of twelve hanging out in the 
temple with the priests and scribes. Let’s skip ahead in the timeline again. 
 

Mark 1:9-15 9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. 10 And straightway coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him: 11 And there 
came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
12 And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness. 13 And he was there in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered 
unto him. 14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

 
Nearly 20 years later, the man Jesus, God in flesh, submits to baptism by John, has the Spirit of 
God descend upon him, is proclaimed as the Son of God from heaven, and goes out to battle 
Satan in the desert for forty days. Upon his return, the man Jesus starts to preach a message: 
time is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at hand, so repent and believe the good news of 
fulfillment and kingdom. The manger is empty, the baby and the youth have grown up, and 
Jesus Christ begins a three-year ministry. Jesus is a man now. But, the story continues. 
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Luke 22:66-71 66 And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the chief priests and 
the scribes came together, and led him into their council, saying, 67 Art thou the Christ? tell 
us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not believe: 68 And if I also ask you, ye 
will not answer me, nor let me go. 69 Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right 
hand of the power of God. 70 Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And he 
said unto them, Ye say that I am. 71 And they said, What need we any further witness? for we 
ourselves have heard of his own mouth. 

 
About three years have passed and Jesus has nearly completed his earthly ministry. He has been 
betrayed by a friend and left with the Jewish leaders to judge whether or not he is deserving of 
death. Our focus shifts from the manger and the ministry to the cross. Here we must take note of 
Jesus’ prophetic statement: “the Son of man (shall) sit on the right hand of the power of God”. 
He is telling us that, no matter what men may do, a time is coming when he will reign in heaven 
with the Father. But first, the cross. 
 

John 19:14-18 14 And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he 
saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! 15 But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, 
crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We 
have no king but Caesar. 16 Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they 
took Jesus, and led him away. 17 And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place 
of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: 18 Where they crucified him, and two 
other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 

 
“They crucified him” isn’t usually told as a part of the Christmas story. That cross, the pierced 
flesh and the running blood seem so distant from the infant in the manger that we can scarcely 
reconcile them together, yet here it is: he who once was that infant in a manger is now a man 
upon a cross. And, if that was all there was, the Christmas story would be a tragedy and no 
Christian would want to celebrate it whatsoever. Let’s finish up this part of the story. 
 

John 19:28-30 28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, 
that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 29 Now there was set a vessel full of 
vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. 30 
When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his 
head, and gave up the ghost. 

 
Jesus Christ, the man, died on the cross. In that moment where he willingly gave up his life, “all 
things were now accomplished” and now “it is finished”. It being the saving of his particular 
people from their sins. But, if all we have is Jesus Christ and him crucified, and nothing more in 
the story, “we are”, as Paul tells us, “of all men most miserable”. We perceive then that the story, 
the Christmas story, as we have been telling it for so many years, is woefully incomplete. Jesus is 
born, lives, and dies. Not such a great story, that. 
 

Matthew 27:57-60 57 When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named 
Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple: 58 He went to Pilate, and begged the body of 
Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. 59 And when Joseph had taken the 
body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 
hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and 
departed. 

 
Now, the body of the man Jesus is buried in a new tomb (sepulchre). Nothing too special about 
that. So what? Not very Christmasy. Nothing to celebrate. Kind of sad, really. But, notice, like 
the manger, the cross is empty. 
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Luke 24:1-9 1 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto 
the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them. 2 And 
they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 3 And they entered in, and found 
not the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed 
thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: 5 And as they were afraid, and 
bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the 
dead? 6 He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in 
Galilee, 7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and 
be crucified, and the third day rise again. 8 And they remembered his words, 9 And 
returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest. 

 
Now the story begins to get good. The man, Jesus Christ, who claimed before the Jewish leaders 
that he would sit by the right hand of God the Father, who didn’t deny his kingship before those 
leaders or Pilate, died, and was buried, and now it seems that he’s been resurrected as he’d 
prophesied to his followers. That’s a story worth telling. But, again, notice: the manger is empty, 
the cross is empty, and now the tomb is empty. Hm. The story must continue. 
 

Matthew 28:16-20 16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain 
where Jesus had appointed them. 17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some 
doubted. 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen. 

 
Mark 16:19-20 19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and preached every 
where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. 

 
The manger is empty, the cross is empty, the tomb is empty, but now (and I mean right now this 
very moment) the throne is not empty. If we are going to celebrate Christmas, let’s acknowledge 
the manger, the cross, and the tomb, but let’s celebrate the throne. Let’s worship at the throne. 
Let’s spend our Christmas days talking about the throne and more importantly the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords who sits upon that throne. Let’s take the familiar passage from Isaiah 9 and 
illuminate the gospel of God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Isaiah 9:6-7 6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 Of the 
increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD 
of hosts will perform this. 

 
Yes, “a child is born” and “a son is given” but let’s not stop there when we talk about Jesus 
around Christmas. Yes, the incarnation at the virgin conception and birth are absolutely 
essential to the story. The story of God in flesh continues on into eternity. Jesus Christ, who was 
and is and is to come, was always God, was made and continues on as God in flesh, and his 
government, which has no jurisdictional limitations, is continuing on in peace, judgment, and 
justice “from henceforth even for ever”. This is the whole of the Christmas story. An empty 
manger, empty cross, empty tomb, and a “wonderful, counsellor, mighty God, everlasting 
Father, Prince of peace” sitting upon reigning from “the throne of David” forever. 
 


