
Exodus: an overview  

Exodus 2:23-25 

 

Exodus 1:1–7 These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with 
Jacob, each with his household: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 Issachar, 
Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5 All the descendants of 
Jacob were seventy persons; Joseph was already in Egypt. 6 Then Joseph died, and 
all his brothers and all that generation. 7 But the people of Israel were fruitful and 
increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land 
was filled with them.  

Exodus 1:8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.  

Exodus 1:22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the 
Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.”  

Moses 

Exodus 2:5–10 Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while 
her young women walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and 
sent her servant woman, and she took it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child, 
and behold, the baby was crying. She took pity on him and said, “This is one of the 
Hebrews’ children.” 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call 
you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 8 And Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 And 
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I 
will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10 When the 
child grew older, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. 
She named him Moses, “Because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”  

God heard, remembered, saw and knew   

Exodus 2:23–25 During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of 
Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue 
from slavery came up to God. 24 And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 God saw the 
people of Israel—and God knew.  

Genesis 15:12–20 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And 
behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, 
“Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs 



and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I 
will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come 
out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you 
shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in the fourth 
generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”  

17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a 
flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the 
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim,  
 
God meets with Moses 
 
Exodus 3:19–22 But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless 
compelled by a mighty hand. 20 So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with 
all the wonders that I will do in it; after that he will let you go. 21 And I will give this 
people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and when you go, you shall not go empty, 
22 but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman who lives in her house, 
for silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your sons and on 
your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.”  

 
The plagues  
 
Water to blood – Hapi Nile river God 
 
Frogs – Heqet wife of creator god  
 
Gnats – Geb (no warning) earth God  
 
Flies – Khepri creation, movement, sun and rebirth scarab 
 
Death of livestock – Hathor love beauty fertility and music 
 
Boils – Isis (no waring) goddess of medicine and peace  
 
Hail – Nut goddess of the sky  
 
Locust – Seth god of storms and disorder 



 
Darkness – Ra (no warning) sun god  
 
Passover  
 
Exodus 12:1–14 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month 
shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for 
you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every 
man shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 
4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall 
take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall 
make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year 
old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until 
the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of 
Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.  

7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the 
lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted 
on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any 
of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 
10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until 
the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt 
fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it 
in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that 
night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and 
on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be 
a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of 
Egypt.  

14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the 
LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.  
 
Death of first born – (no waring to Egyptians) Pharaoh Himself  
 
The Exodus 
 
Exodus 14:17–18 And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in 
after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his 



horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten 
glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”  
 
Isaiah 42:8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise 
to carved idols.  

The institution of Passover 12:43-51 
 
The firstborn redeemed  
 
Exodus 13:1–2 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. 
Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and 
of beast, is mine.”  
 
Feast of unleavened bread  
 
Pillar of cloud and fire  
 
Exodus 13:21–22 And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead 
them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they 
might travel by day and by night. 22 The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by 
night did not depart from before the people.  

Crossing the Red Sea  
 
Exodus 14:13–14 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the 
salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom 
you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have 
only to be silent.”  
 
The song of Moses  
 
Exodus 15:11–13 “Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic 
in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 12 You stretched out your 
right hand; the earth swallowed them. 13 “You have led in your steadfast love the 
people whom you have redeemed; you have guided them by your strength to your 
holy abode.  

Revelation 15:3-4 
 



God provides  
 
Bitter water made sweet 
 
Manna and quail 
 
Jesus the bread form heaven 16 
 
Water from a rock 17 
 
Jesus the spiritual rock (1 Cor 10:4) 
 
The Amalekites 17  
 
Wise advice 18 
 
At Sinai 19 
 
Exodus 19:3–6 while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the 
mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of 
Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you 
on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey 
my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all 
peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”  

The Ten Commandments 20 

Exodus 20:1–17 And God spoke all these words, saying,  

2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery.  

3 “You shall have no other gods before me.  
4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that 

is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am 
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing steadfast love to thousands 
of those who love me and keep my commandments.  

7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not 
hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.  



8 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all 
your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall 
not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your 
female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in 
six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested 
on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  

12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you.  

13 “You shall not murder.  
14 “You shall not commit adultery.  
15 “You shall not steal.  
16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything 
that is your neighbor’s.”  
 
Religious and social laws 20:22-23:19 
 
The promise of an angel  
 
Exodus 23:20–33 20 “Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the way and 
to bring you to the place that I have prepared. 21 Pay careful attention to him and 
obey his voice; do not rebel against him, for he will not pardon your transgression, 
for my name is in him.  

22 “But if you carefully obey his voice and do all that I say, then I will be an enemy 
to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries.  

23 “When my angel goes before you and brings you to the Amorites and the 
Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, and I 
blot them out, 24 you shall not bow down to their gods nor serve them, nor do as 
they do, but you shall utterly overthrow them and break their pillars in pieces. 
25 You shall serve the LORD your God, and he will bless your bread and your water, 
and I will take sickness away from among you. 26 None shall miscarry or be barren in 
your land; I will fulfill the number of your days. 27 I will send my terror before you 
and will throw into confusion all the people against whom you shall come, and I will 
make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28 And I will send hornets before you, 
which shall drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites from before you. 
29 I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become 
desolate and the wild beasts multiply against you. 30 Little by little I will drive them 
out from before you, until you have increased and possess the land. 31 And I will set 



your border from the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines, and from the wilderness 
to the Euphrates, for I will give the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you 
shall drive them out before you. 32 You shall make no covenant with them and their 
gods. 33 They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against me; for if 
you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you.”  
 
The Covenant confirmed 24 
 
Giving to the LORD 25 
 
Exodus 25:1–9 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, that they 
take for me a contribution. From every man whose heart moves him you shall 
receive the contribution for me. 3 And this is the contribution that you shall receive 
from them: gold, silver, and bronze, 4 blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine 
twined linen, goats’ hair, 5 tanned rams’ skins, goatskins, acacia wood, 6 oil for the 
lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7 onyx stones, and 
stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece. 8 And let them make me a 
sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. 9 Exactly as I show you concerning the 
pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.  

The Ark of the Covenant 25:10-22 
 
Exodus 25:22 There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from 
between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with 
you about all that I will give you in commandment for the people of Israel.  

Table for bread 25:23-30 

Golden Lampstand 25:31-40 

The Tabernacle 26 

Bronze altar 27:1-8 

The court 27:9-19 

Oil for the Lamp 27:20-21 

The priests’ garments 28 

Exodus 28:2 And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory 
and for beauty.  

Consecration of the priests 29 



Alter of incense 30:1-16 

Bronze Basin 30:17-21 

Anointing oil and incense 30:22-38 

Exodus 30:31–33 And you shall say to the people of Israel, ‘This shall be my holy 
anointing oil throughout your generations. 32 It shall not be poured on the body of 
an ordinary person, and you shall make no other like it in composition. It is holy, 
and it shall be holy to you. 33 Whoever compounds any like it or whoever puts any of 
it on an outsider shall be cut off from his people.’ ”  

Oholiab and Bezalel 31 

Exodus 31:1–6 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son 
of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 3 and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, 
with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, 4 to devise 
artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, 5 in cutting stones for setting, 
and in carving wood, to work in every craft. 6 And behold, I have appointed with him 
Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. And I have given to all able men 
ability, that they may make all that I have commanded you:  

The Sabbath day 31:12-18 

The Golden Calf 32 

Exodus 32:1–6 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the 
mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, 
make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up 
out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2 So Aaron said 
to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and 
your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off the rings of gold 
that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4 And he received the gold from 
their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they 
said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 
5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation 
and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.” 6 And they rose up early the next 
day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And the people sat 
down to eat and drink and rose up to play.  

Exodus 32:11–14 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does 
your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of 
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, 



‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to 
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning anger and 
relent from this disaster against your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will 
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised 
I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And the LORD 
relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.  

Exodus 32:30–35 The next day Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a great 
sin. And now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 
31 So Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Alas, this people has sinned a great sin. 
They have made for themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, if you will forgive their 
sin—but if not, please blot me out of your book that you have written.” 33 But the 
LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book. 
34 But now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you; 
behold, my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will 
visit their sin upon them.” 35 Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, because 
they made the calf, the one that Aaron made.  

Commandment to leave 33 
 
Exodus 33:1–6 The LORD said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you and the 
people whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I 
swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give it.’ 2 I will 
send an angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the 
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 3 Go up to a land flowing with 
milk and honey; but I will not go up among you, lest I consume you on the way, for 
you are a stiff-necked people.” 4 When the people heard this disastrous word, they 
mourned, and no one put on his ornaments. 5 For the LORD had said to Moses, “Say 
to the people of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people; if for a single moment I 
should go up among you, I would consume you. So now take off your ornaments, 
that I may know what to do with you.’ ” 6 Therefore the people of Israel stripped 
themselves of their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward.  

Meeting with God 33:7-11 

Interceding for the people 12-23 

Exodus 33:12–23 Moses said to the LORD, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ 
but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I 
know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ 13 Now therefore, if I 



have found favor in your sight, please show me now your ways, that I may know you 
in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” 
14 And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 And he said 
to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 16 For 
how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it 
not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every 
other people on the face of the earth?” 17 And the LORD said to Moses, “This very 
thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I 
know you by name.” 18 Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he said, “I will 
make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The 
LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on 
whom I will show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not 
see me and live.” 21 And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you 
shall stand on the rock, 22 and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the 
rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will take 
away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.”  

Exodus 2:25 God saw the people of Israel—and God knew.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


