
Grace is not a license to steal (sin) the glory of God 
Grace is a license to feel the glory of God 

(August 4, 2019)  ((Romans 6:1-4) 
 

Romans 5 -- Justification by faith in Jesus Christ:  
● Beginning with:  Romans 5:1-5 KJV   Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ: [2] By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [so], but we glory in 
tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; [4] And patience, experience; 
and experience, hope: [5] And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

● Ending with:   Romans 5:18-21 KJV   Therefore as by the offence of one [judgment came] upon 
all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one [the free gift came] upon all 
men unto justification of life. [19] For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, 
so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. [20] Moreover the law entered, that 
the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: [21] That as 
sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life 
by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

License to steal -- let me say it another way with spiritual/scriptural fact:   Romans 6:1-2 
KJV   What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? [2] God forbid. 
How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  
● Reference to Romans 5:20   . . . . . . But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound 
● More sin equals more grace? -- Answered “God forbid” 

● Sometimes the simplicity of the “free gift” is taken for granted 
● Truth is:  John 8:31-32 KJV   Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye 

continue in my word, [then] are ye my disciples indeed; (32) And ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.  

● And:   John 8:36    If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.  
● Truth is in our identity:  “How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” 

● Alluded to in  Romans 6:3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, and 13 
● Note:  Scripture is not saying that we cannot sin; “we, that are dead to sin” is the 

sanctification (set apart) term for believers.  Scripture here is simplified to identify believers 
(those dead to sin are united with Jesus Christ -- see verse 5) from those in Adam (see 
Romans 5:12-21)  

● Remember:  John 8:34   Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin. 
● The dead cannot serve the master;  we are “dead to sin”;  we do not “live any longer 

therein”  -- we now serve a new master -- we now can be “free, free indeed” 
● Apostle John gives a similar teaching in 1 John 3:9; 2:1;1:8 
● Three further points made in Romans 6 showing “made free”: 

● Verse 2 makes the point that we do not “live any longer therein?” -- different than 
“commit”  

● Verse 6 says “knowing this” (in fact) the old self was crucified and we no longer “serve 
sin” -- no longer a “servant of sin” (John 8:34) 

● Commands to war against sin of verse 11 (you are dead indeed to sin); verse 12 let not 
sin reign in your mortal body) and verse 13 (do not yield to sin -- yield to God) point out 
that we can “commit” but “not live in sin” 

● Chapter 6 moves from “justification” to sanctification” -- just as if I had never done it (salvation) 
to sanctification (set apart) (how we grow in holiness) (knowing we are free to free indeed) 



How/why -- the baptism analogy:   Romans 6:3-4   Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? [4] Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. 
● Agreed?:  This is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (John 14:17 -- at salvation) symbolized by the 

water baptism 
● We do not die in other baptisms -- we live 
● Death/baptism analogy:   To be baptized into Christ’s death means to be totally identified 

with Christ in His death. When He paid the penalty of death for sin, we paid the penalty in 
Him. When He died to sin, conquering its power, we who believe in Him died to sin and its 
power. 

● Burial analogy:  Burial is the confirmation of death 
● Resurrection analogy (“like as”):  New life/new creature (2 Corinthians 5:17) -- we should walk 

in the newness 
● These “truths” should move us from “free” to “free indeed” 

Passage purpose:  
● Romans 6:1-14   addresses an objection that follows the teaching about God justifying sinners 

by grace alone through faith alone 
● It responses to what was stated in Romans 5:20, “where sin increased, grace abounded all the 

more.” The anticipated response is, “If God’s response to increased sin is to pour out 
super-abundant grace, then maybe we should sin all the more so that God can be all the more 
gracious!” -- the answer “God Forbid” 

● Chapter 6 is explaining that we are sanctified because we were justified in Chapter 5 -- it is 
denying more sin and explaining we are “dead to sin”; a new creature 

● Crucifixion conquered “you shall surely die” and because we are united with Jesus in the death, 
burial and resurrection as a new creature, we are made free -- the study of Romans 6-8 helps to 
understand that united with Jesus Christ we are “made free” in truths and can feel free 
because: 

   John 8:36   If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.  
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