
Rules vs Relationship -- Religion vs Relationship 
The cure for sin; the cure for law -- walk in the spirit/Spirit 

(August 18, 2019)  (Romans 7:1-12)  (Part 6 -- Battle Against Strongholds) 
 

Preface -- The law of God is not the problem:  
● Jesus said:   Matthew 5:17-18 KJV    Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. (18) For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

● The law is good:   1 Timothy 1:8-9 KJV    But we know that the law [is] good, if a man use it 
lawfully; (9) Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless 
and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of 
fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 

● God’s plan did what man could not do:   Romans 8:3-4 KJV    For what the law could not do, in 
that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: (4) That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

● The law is perfect:   Psalm 19:7 KJV    The law of the LORD [is] perfect, converting the soul: the 
testimony of the LORD [is] sure, making wise the simple. 

● Perfect requires perfection:   James 2:8-10 KJV   If ye fulfil the royal law according to the 
scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: (9) But if ye have respect to 
persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. (10) For whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one [point], he is guilty of all. 

Previously -- we are dead to sin: 
● Beginning with:  Romans 5:1-5 KJV   Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ: [2] By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [so], but we glory in 
tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; [4] And patience, experience; 
and experience, hope: [5] And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

● Our identity:   Romans 6:1-2 KJV   What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace 
may abound? [2] God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  

● The case of law and grace:  Romans 6:14-16 KJV     For sin shall not have dominion over you: for 
ye are not under the law, but under grace. (15) What then? shall we sin, because we are not 
under the law, but under grace? God forbid. (16) Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, 
or of obedience unto righteousness?  

● Likewise reckon:   Romans 6:11 KJV   Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

But, we are dead to the law -- don’t you know it:      Romans 7:1-3 KJV    Know ye not, 
brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as 
long as he liveth? (2) For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to [her] husband so 
long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of [her] husband. (3) So 
then if, while [her] husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: 
but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be 
married to another man.  
● Back to knowledge:  “Know ye not” -- “for I speak to them that know the law” 
● And we are going to get back to dying:  Only dying to sin and law can we be free 
● Chapter 7 is heavy on the “but” used 15 times and “law” used 19 times (seemingly redundant -- 

correcting the belief that christianity was through Judaism) (and thick headed man) 



Wherefore, we are dead to the law -- we have been remarried:    Romans 7:4-6 
Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should 
be married to another, [even] to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit 
unto God. (5) For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in 
our members to bring forth fruit unto death. (6) But now we are delivered from the law, that being 
dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not [in] the oldness of the 
letter. 
● Believers are dead to the law by the mission of Jesus Christ (Luke 19:10) 
● Apostle Paul saying “dead to the law” brings us unto “be married to another” by the marriage 

analogy/example above -- remembering that we always belong/are married to a master.  Jesus 
said in John 8:34   Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth 
sin is the servant of sin.  (see also Ephesians 2:1-4) 

● Not different to the “born again” teaching with Nicodemus in John 3 
● Now act like it:  “we should bring forth fruit unto God” 
● We are delivered -- serve:  “we should serve in newness of spirit” 

The “I”:   Romans 7:7-12 KJV    What shall we say then? [Is] the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not 
known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 
(8) But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For 
without the law sin [was] dead. (9) For I was alive without the law once: but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died. (10) And the commandment, which [was ordained] to 
life, I found [to be] unto death. (11) For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and 
by it slew [me]. (12) Wherefore the law [is] holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 
● God forbid: 

● Sin:   Romans 6:1-2 KJV   What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound? [2] God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  

● Law:   Romans 6:15 KJV   What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but 
under grace? God forbid.  

● Is the law sin:  “What shall we say then? [Is] the law sin? God forbid. Nay” -- The answer 
comes in verse 12 -- “the law [is] holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good” 

● In summary:  The law revealed/identified what sin is -- 1 John 3:4 KJV    Whosoever committeth 
sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. 

● The law failed not -- man could not keep:   James 2:8-10 KJV   If ye fulfil the royal law according 
to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: (9) But if ye have respect to 
persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. (10) For whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one [point], he is guilty of all. 

 

God gave His law to strip us of all self-righteousness and to convict us of our sin  
so that we would flee to Christ to save us.  

Make sure that your hope for eternal life is in Christ alone! 
 

Remember:  The knowing starts with the knowing:   Galatians 3:24 KJV     Wherefore t he law 
was our schoolmaster [to bring us] unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 

● Knowing that salvation is through Jesus Christ;  knowing our identity;  knowing the law to know 
sin;  knowing that the promises are in accepting the knowledge;  knowing that knowing is not a 
feeling;  knowing that rules are not a relationship;  knowing that religion is not a relationship 

● Knowing that:  John 8:31-32 KJV   Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye 
continue in my word, [then] are ye my disciples indeed; (32) And ye shall know the truth, and 

the truth shall make you free.    And:   John 8:36   If the Son therefore shall make you free , ye 
shall be free indeed.  


