
The Holy Spirit Gives Assurance Of Our Identity 
(September 29, 2019)  (Romans 8:14-17) 

 
Work of the Spirit -- summary:   Gives us freedom (Romans 8:2 KJV);   Fulfills the law through us 

(Romans 8:4);  Produces fruit through us (Romans 8:5 KJV);  Changes our mindset (Romans 8:6); 
Gives life to our mortal bodies (Romans 8:11);  Dwells in us (Romans 8:11);  Is our power to 
overcome (Romans 8:11);   Mortifies the deeds of the body  (Romans 8:13) 

Background for today’s message: 
● Remember:   Romans 7:15 KJV    For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I 

not; but what I hate, that do I.  
● Remember:   Romans 7:22-23 KJV  For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: (23) 

But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.  

● The simple answer:   Romans 6:12-13 KJV    Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. (13) Neither yield ye your members [as] instruments 
of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and your members [as] instruments of righteousness unto God. 

● Last week -- as a believer we are not in the flesh:    Romans 8:9   But ye are not in the flesh, but 
in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the 
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his.  

● Last week --  walk lively letting the Holy Spirit show through:   Romans 8:13 KJV    For if ye live 
after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
shall live. 

● Last week -- the Holy Spirit gives life in us while on earth -- then resurrection:   Romans 8:11 
But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ 
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.  

● All together --  If you choose it becomes abundantly clear:   John 10:10 KJV    The thief cometh 
not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have [it] more abundantly. 

The basic problem -- why we cannot get there: 
● Jesus drew a line in the sand Matthew 10:34 -- The line separated believers and unbelievers  
● Some struggle with the assurance of salvation -- believers doubt they are “born-again” and do 

not accept the promises of scripture 
● Unbelievers care not and do not believe or accept the warnings of Matthew 7:23  
● Man has developed a third group of make-believers (have-nots thinking they have (Romans 8:9) 
● Note:  The Spirit (Holy Spirit) and Jesus Christ are a package; the package includes the Father. 

Receiving the Spirit (John 14:17) immediately joins us with the Father and Son (John 14:20) 
● Romans 8:5-13 explains that if we have the Spirit we have the possibility (power) of walking 

according to the Spirit -- it becomes a choice -- the choice leads to freedom/abundant life 
● Romans 5-8 explains justification, sanctification, atoning mercy and grace, our walk and now 

our assurance 
● One ministry of the Holy Spirit is to assure us that we are “children/sons of God” (1 John 3:24;  

1 John 4.13;  Romans 8:16) 
● We need to answer before assurance:  1.) Are we trusting in Christ alone for right standing 

before God?  2.)  Are we a new inward creature -- changed thinking and behavior from the 
heart?  3.) Do we desire to be led by the Holy Spirit and does He testify that we are “children of 
God”? 

● Romans 8  will give us signs of true assurance of our salvation -- genuine salvation 



From our walk to our identity -- assurance of salvation:   Romans 8:14-17 KJV    For as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. (15) For ye have not received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
(16) The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: (17) And if 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that 
we may be also glorified together. 
● Apostle Paul first acknowledges God:  Romans 7:25 KJV   “I thank God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord” 
● We are “sons” if the Spirit is leading us to kill our sin:  Romans 8:13 KJV    For if ye live after the 

flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.  
● We give credit for the Spirit for many decisions, but we need to let Spirit lead our growth 
● The Spirit leads with our heart (not our head) -- we have to obey and walk 
●  Remember the basic function of the Holy Spirit (John 16):  (1) Reprove (2) Guide  (3) Glorify  

● “Adoption” implies being part of the family of the Father:  We should be like the Father in 
character/nature;  we are loved by the Father (John 13:1;  John 14:21);  we have a special 
closeness/access to the Father (Romans 8:17) -- do we “love as He has loved us” -- do we “cry, 
Abba, Father” -- do we elevate the desires of God above the desires of the world 

● Reference to the theme of Romans 6-7:   “not received the spirit of bondage again to fear” -- 
We are “dead to sin” and “no condemnation” (Romans 8:1) 

● Identity as “sons” and “children”:  Much debate regarding word choice -- simply “family” 
● We are connected:  “Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit” 
● The promise -- If:  “if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ” -- the 

promises lead to “abundant life” (John 10:10) and “free indeed” (John 8:31-32; 36) -- If 
accepted 

● If so “we suffer with [him]”:  Christ suffered for us -- as followers in this world we suffer in 
trials, tribulations and hatred -- John 15:18   If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you.  

 
 

Question yourself -- Answer the challenge 
Are you a child of God 

 
 
 
 


