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Christmas is not a scriptural word. There is no command or decree that directs Christians to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ by having special church meetings, gathering with friends and 
family, exchanging gifts, and eating (probably too much). The specific date of December 25th has 
its origins in history with pagans, emperors, and popes. The word is a compound of two words: 
“Christ” (from Greek christos), meaning “anointed” or “messiah” and “mas” (from Latin missa 
or English mass) meaning “sent” or “gathering”. So, Christmas means something like “Christ 
sent” or “Christ gathering”. Yes, there are alternatives out there, and yes, some are negative and 
controversial. We will avoid those today because say what you will about what the word 
Christmas means, the fact remains: Jesus Christ was sent and on Christmas Day, Christians 
(should) gather and remember Jesus Christ. Paul gives the Galatian churches a short summary 
of the advent (another non-scriptural word meaning “coming”) of Jesus Christ: 
 

Galatians 4:4-5  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law,  5  To redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons. 

 
Paul’s record provides: 
 

• When: “when the fulness of time was come”. Caesar Augustus ruled in Rome, the Pax 
Romana prevailed, and Herod the Great ruled in Judaea.  

 
• Who: “God sent forth his Son”. God the father sent Jesus Christ the Son to become God 

and human as they had determined to do in eternity. (1 John 4:7-11) 
 

• How: “made of a woman”. Jesus Christ the Son would be born of a virgin, Mary, by the 
work of the Holy Ghost as prophesied. (Isaiah 7:10-15, Luke 1:26-38, Matthew 1:18-25) 

 
• Where: “under the law”. Mary and her husband Joseph were Jews of the lineage of 

David, so would Jesus be a Jew and subject to the law. (Luke 2:1-20, Micah 5:2-4) 
 

• Why: “to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons”. Jesus Christ had a purpose for being sent. The angel (probably Gabriel) tells 
Joseph more about that purpose: 

 
Matthew 1:21  And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for 
he shall save his people from their sins. 

 
Matthew’s record provides: 
 

• Person: “and thou shalt call his name JESUS”. The Hebrew name Jehosua and the 
Greek name Iesous became the English name Jesus. His name means “Jehova saves”. 

 
• Purpose and Promise: “for he shall save”. Jesus had a mission that was guaranteed to 

be successful. He would, could, did, and will save. (Matthew 18:11, Luke 19:10, 1 Timothy 
1:19, Acts 4:10-12, 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10, Hebrews 5:8-9) 

 
• People: “his people”. Those who Jesus saved, saves, and is saving are those who God the 

father gave to him to save (and no one else). (John 17:1-3, John 17:6, John 17:9-10, John 
17:20-24, Romans 8:28-34, Ephesians 1:3-6, Titus 2:11-14, 1 Peter 2:9-10) 
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• Propitiation: “from their sins”. Webster’s 1828: “the atonement or atoning sacrifice 
offered to God to assuage his wrath and render him propitious to sinners. Christ is the 
propitiation for the sins of men.” Propitiation is what Jesus Christ is, which caused God 
to become propitious to us. Webster’s 1828: “Disposed to be gracious or merciful; ready 
to forgive sins and bestow blessings.” (Isaiah 1:18, Romans 3:21-26, Ephesians 2:1-7, 1 
Peter 1:18-21, 1 John 2:1-2) 

 
Christmas Day is when Christians traditionally (not scripturally, doctrinally, or practically) 
remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. It can be a good tradition. It can glorify God 
and spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. But, like any other tradition, it can become an idol that 
comes between us and God. Jesus desires that we remember more than Mary and Joseph, the 
inn and the manger, the angels and the shepherds. He desires that we remember the whole of 
who he is right now which fulfilled the prophecies of Isaiah: 
 

Isaiah 7:14-15  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  15  Butter and honey shall he 
eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 

 
Matthew 1:23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 

 
The other name given to Jesus (Jehovah Saves) Christ (Anointed/Messiah) is (I or E)mmanuel, 
a compound of the Hebrew words im, meaning “with us” and el, meaning “God”. Scripture 
doesn’t contradict itself here. There is to be no confusion about this other name of Jesus. Joseph 
was commanded to name him Jesus, not Emmanuel, but Emmanuel is one of many names that 
Jesus is called by us: 
 

Isaiah 9:6-7  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  7  Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will perform this. 

 
But Emmanuel is given special emphasis in the scriptures. This is because it has two very 
significant meanings. The first meaning of Emmanuel: “God with us” in the flesh. 
 
“God with us” in the sense that Jesus Christ was born of a virgin by the Holy Ghost and was both 
God and human (with us) simultaneously. 
 

John 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

 
Jesus lived, died, and was resurrected as both God and human. 
 

1 Timothy 3:16  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into glory. 
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Jesus ascended to heaven as God and human to reign with God the Father. 
 
1 Peter 3:22  Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and 
authorities and powers being made subject unto him. 

 
“God with us” as the incarnate God brings great benefits to us because Jesus’ humanity enables 
Jesus’ compassion upon us. 
 

Hebrews 4:14-16  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.  15  For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 
 

“God with us” as the incarnate God (with blood and flesh) brings us the ability to discern true 
disciples of Jesus Christ from false disciples. 
 

Matthew 16:15-18  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  16  And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.  17  And Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 

 
Hebrews 10:19-23  Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus,  20  By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, 
that is to say, his flesh;  21  And having an high priest over the house of God;  22  Let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.  23  Let us hold fast the profession of 
our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 
 
1 John 4:1-4  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone out into the world.  2  Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:  3  
And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is 
that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in 
the world.  4  Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he 
that is in you, than he that is in the world. 
 

The second meaning of Emmanuel: “God with us” in the spirit.  
 
“God with us” in the sense of God being present in us. 
 

John 17:20-21  Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word;  21  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
 
Romans 8:9a  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 
God dwell in you.  
 
Romans 8:14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
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“God with us” in the sense of his continuing presence in us through the Holy Ghost who God the 
Father and Jesus Christ the Son sent to us for our comfort, knowledge, truth, and peace. 
 

John 14:25-27  These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you.  26  But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 
said unto you.  27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
 
John 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 
 
John 16:7  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 
 

As the Christmas Day celebration approaches (tomorrow), before we open presents, or sit down 
to share a meal, or join in the festivities of the day, we should take a moment to consider the 
meaning, not of Christmas, but of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel so that we might say along with Paul: 
 
2 Corinthians 9:15  Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 


