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Love and Discipline

 The emphasis on fellowship within the local church underscores the need for 
unity built on love for Christ and for one another. 

 Jesus told His disciples in John 13:34 “A new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another.”

 As a companion to, and not a contradiction, Christ also instituted discipline 
within the church. Matthew 18:15-20 reminds believers that He desires His 
church to be pure in doctrine and practice (belief and behavior). 



Harmony

 Unity is also dependent upon living and worshipping together in harmony (Rom. 
12:16; 15:5; Col. 3:14). 

 The church body is to have unity of mind (1 Peter 3:8) as they eagerly seek to 
continue “endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(Eph. 4:3).

 Believers are commanded to love one another (Rom. 12:10; 13:8; 1 Thess. 3:12; 
4:9; 2 Thess. 1:3; 1 Peter 1:22; 4:8; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11-12; 2 John 5).

 We are told to follow the selfless sacrificial example of Christ by showing 
preference to others (Phil. 2:5).

 Those who cause division in the church are to be confronted, rebuked, and 
disciplined if they do not repent and stop (Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 1:10; Titus 3:10-11; 
James 3:14-18).



Truth and Error

 At the same time, the church is told to guard the truth (1 Tim. 6:20; 2 Tim. 1:14),
to contend earnestly for the purity of the faith (Jude 3), and to watch their life 
and doctrine closely (1 Tim. 4:16).

 We are repeatedly warned to be on guard against sin and error (Eph. 6:10-18; 
1 Peter 5:8; 1 John 2:15-17; 2 Tim. 3:1-9; 2 Peter 2:1-2; 1 John 4:1-3).

 We are warned specifically not to associate with those who profess to be 
believers yet live immorally or promote immoral behavior (2 Peter 2:1-3).

 Those who live in and teach error are condemned as ravenous wolves (Matt. 
7:15; Acts 20:29), dogs who return to their own vomit (2 Peter 2:22), blots and 
blemishes (2 Peter 2:13), accursed children (2 Peter 2:14), slaves of corruption 
(2 Peter 2:19), pig that return to wallow in the mire (2 Peter 2:22), unreasoning 
animals (Jude 10), hidden reefs (Jude 12), waterless clouds (Jude 12), fruitless 
trees (Jude 12), waves of the sea that cast up the foam of their own shame 
(Jude 13), and loud mouthed boasters (Jude 16).



Truth and Error

 The church ought to be a place where righteousness and truth are 
championed and never compromised.

 The church is described as the pillar and ground (foundation) of truth (1 Tim. 
3:15).

 Church leaders are to instruct the congregation in sound doctrine and
rebuke those who contradict it (Titus 1:9). 

 When calls for unity are considered alongside commands for purity and 
truth, it becomes clear that the unity described is Scripture is not a 
superficial unity that turns a blind eye to doctrinal and moral issues.

 True unity is grounded in a shared commitment to the Lordship of Christ and 
the truth of His Word.



True Unity

 Any unity that dilutes doctrinal or practical purity is not true Biblical unity.
 When believers separate from apostates and false teachers they are not being 

divisive in the body, they are protecting the body by following the divine 
mandate.

 2 Cor. 6:14 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what 
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light 
with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a 
believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God 
with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell 
in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My 
people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate, says the 
Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father 
to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.”



Ecumenism

 Given the modern climate for ecumenism and political correctness, church
leaders and members face the temptation to ignore fundamental 
doctrinal deviations and moral perversions for the sake of “unity and love.”

 Romans 16:17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions 
and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. 
18 For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own 
belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of 
the simple.

 Christ honoring love “does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth” (1 
Cor. 13:6).

 True Unity is grounded in sound doctrine (1 Tim. 6:3-4; 2 Tim. 4:3-4).



More Pure or Less Pure

 There are true churches and false churches, but here we are discussing true 
churches that are more or less pure. Their purity does not remove them from 
being a true church, but they may be unsound and on their way to seeing
their lampstand removed (Rev. 2:5).

 Paul’s letters to the churches at Thessalonica and Philippi show evidence of 
great joy in their faithfulness and show relatively little when it comes to 
doctrinal or moral problems. Galatia and Corinth on the other hand had 
serious doctrinal and moral problems.

 Signs of a more pure church include: biblical doctrine preached, proper 
administration of the ordinances, right use of church discipline, worship in spirit 
and truth, effective prayer, effective witness, effective fellowship, biblical 
church government, spiritual power in ministry, personal holiness of life among 
the members, care for the poor and least of these, and love for Christ.



Reasons for Separation

 Doctrinal Reasons – first, second, and third order doctrines.
 Matters of Conscience – where teaching leads to areas of practice that

violate a believer’s conscience, serious thought and prayer should be 
given regarding separation from a church or another believer.

 Practical Considerations – are you able to support and participate in the 
ministry (service to God, others, and your community) of your church 
without reservation?

 There are instances where no personal fellowship and no cooperation is
required – 2 Cor. 6:14 – Do not be unequally yoked…

 Avoiding all personal fellowship with members of another church is never
commanded in the New Testament.



Augustine’s Formulation

In Essentials UNITY
(Galatians 1:6-9)

In Non-Essentials LIBERTY
(Romans 14:5-13)

In All Things CHARITY
(1 Corinthians 13:1-13)
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