
The Coming Change - John 11:54-57 12-19-21
Do we create a misunderstanding of Jesus from our lack of biblical understanding? Yes 

we do. And does that then affect how we live? You bet it does. And this isn’t a new problem. The 
Word of God, the truth of God’s revelation doesn’t inform our lives in and out of the church. Just 
like the Jews developing a religion that was more acceptable, much of American “Christianity” 
has developed a Jesus that is more acceptable. But, where do we get this from? Do we get this 
from our traditions, our experiences, our own ideas and opinions? And where does this distortion 
or rejection of Jesus lead us? It’s hard to think about how many times the religiosity of man has 
affected the perceptions and actions of people where what is done as a result isn’t biblical 
Christianity. We’ve seen time and time again in the Scriptures where the distortion of God’s law, 
the effect of man-made traditions, and the absence of understanding the gospel has led many 
people, God’s covenant people, the Jews, into a false religion. We’ve seen it time and time again 
as we’ve studied the Scriptures. It is no different today as you think of the visible church. In fact, 
though it is no different, at the same time, in each passing generation the problem has multiplied. 
It’s the multiplication of falsehoods that have pilled up as each generation passes to where there 
becomes a massive obstacle in the present day, more massive than before. If you think about it, 
as time goes on, one older falsehood is added to with each new contemporary take on it and this 
is further added onto as each generation passes, one version of a falsehood on top of another 
version, and another, and so on until you get to the present day, whenever that is, and you then 
have a mountain. And this is what we are up against today, in the present. Because of this it is 
really no surprise that many sit in churches like this thinking they are close to God, but in reality 
they are far from Him. This is because they’ve created a Jesus in their own image and a church in 
their own image. It’ll take an act of God’s grace to snap each of those people out of their 
religious stupor, so that they see what true life in Christ looks like. But regardless of how big the 
obstacle keeps getting the kingdom of God grows and the gospel advances. 

I bring this up, because many have created a false Jesus in their own image and many 
have created their own idol factory that they call the church. Many can’t see who Jesus is, 
because of the traditions they’ve piled up in front of Him or because of their falsehoods and 
opinions they’ve formulated about Him that are not found in the Bible. The deception often looks 
like this, people stuck in their own ways. If what is taught or what is done is different than what 
they’ve heard or done before then it must be wrong. Also, many can’t see the work of God 
happening in a church, because they are too focused on what they think the church is to be. If 
things don’t meet their standards then it must be wrong even when God’s work is evident. This is 
from a lack of understanding God’s truth, God’s revelation, God’s way, which will directly affect 
what we do and how we think. When the Laodicean church was spiritually lifeless and was not 
hearing the knocking of Jesus on the church door, do you think they recognized their situation? 
No. They kept on doing what they thought was right. When the Jews were heading up to 
Jerusalem for the Passover after they had rejected Jesus time and time again, do you think they 
recognized what they were doing? No. They were engrained in their forms of religion that 
blinded their minds and affected their actions. This continuing happens unless God’s grace is at 
work for people’s good. Then fundamental change will take place and things will be different 
than before. Things need to be different than before. 

What does this have to do with Advent, the coming of Christ? How does this fit into this 
time of year? Jesus came to bring change. It wasn’t that this change was never there before 



though. It was, but it was covered, hidden in mystery until the coming Messiah would come 
bringing finality to this change within human history by His life, death, resurrection, and 
ascension. Jesus came to bring sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, understanding to the dumb, 
submission to the rebel, light to the darkness, and love to the hater. He came to change the course 
of lives, doing it one by one. He came to build His kingdom on earth, which is evident by how 
they follow Him and the truth that is in Him. We must learn how the coming of Jesus into the 
world brought religious people to reject Him, so that if we are those people that we may, by 
God’s grace, be delivered from that and know what the change of God looks like, so that we can 
truly believe in Him, follow Him, and honor Him. And we must also learn what it meant for the 
landscape of society and how the life of the Christian is to be affected by these details of the 
coming of Christ. Many today have no idea what they are missing as they sit in pews with a 
tunnel vision on their own law, their own way. Many back in Jesus’s day had no idea what they 
were missing as they made pilgrimage up to Jerusalem with a tunnel vision on their own law, 
their own way. 

So I hope that you hear with ears that can hear as we study this passage today. In studying 
this passage we will highlight 1) revisiting the plan of man and the person of Jesus and then 2) 
we will examine the purification and the Passover as we apply this truth of God as we go. 

In connecting this to what we’ve been hearing already, as we need to in context, we see 
that the progression of this situation with the raising of Lazarus is bringing the religious leaders 
to more of a finalized plan against Jesus. It is clear more now that these people want to arrest 
Jesus and kill Him. It is not just a desire anymore. The plan to bring this to pass is more set now. 
Jesus has brought change. As the time of the Passover comes again the many people who are 
coming up for the festival are wondering if Jesus is going to come. Their more intentional 
remarks about this show that this has moved from a desire to a decree, an order from the leaders. 
And the common people are very aware of this order. If anyone knows where Jesus is then they 
are to tell the leaders, so that they can arrest Him. And then as we heard from Caiaphas they 
would try to kill Him. So with the danger very high now, is Jesus going to risk the danger and 
come to the Passover? That’s the talk of the town. That’s the speculation that is brewing. That’s 
the murmuring in the streets. So the people are aware of this plan, but guess who else is aware of 
this plan? Guess who else knew what was said at the council meeting where Caiaphas spoke 
about killing Jesus?

Jesus is fully omniscient while being fully human at the same time. So He knows about 
the plan to kill Him and the order sent out by the leaders for people to tell them if they see Him, 
so that He may be arrested. But how do we know this by the text? 

For one, Caiaphas prophesied. Remember, God says that Caiaphas did not speak from 
himself, but he spoke under inspiration. He prophesied. He spoke from being divinely 
empowered to say what God wanted him to say yet at the same time the intention of Caiaphas 
was for evil. Keep in mind what we talked about two weeks ago in how God frustrates the plans 
of man. So how does this show us Jesus’s omniscience? The Trinity is one in nature and share in 
their unity the unity of knowledge. So when the Holy Spirit speaks through a person then the 
Father and the Son know exactly what is said. So when Caiaphas spoke, Jesus knew. In fact, He 
knew before the foundation of the world as well. 

Two, the simple word “therefore” shows us this omniscience of Jesus. Listen to how it 
goes from verse 53 to verse 54. “53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 54 



Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there to the region near 
the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples.” Because Jesus 
knew what the plan and intention was of these wicked men He therefore removed Himself to 
another region as His time had not quite come yet. The structure of this is much like the Great 
Commission when Jesus says that He has been given all authority in heaven and on earth, so 
because of that He tells all His disciples to go therefore into all the world and make disciples and 
so on. So these two simple yet clear observations of what God has said here show us more of the 
person of Jesus in being fully human yet fully divine, and here in His omniscience all the while 
these religious people continue to go headlong into what they think is right. They are missing the 
change that’s needed.

Concerning this plan of man there have been many, especially today, who think they are 
right and who think that what they are doing is right. This is a problem that the church needs to 
deal with. Even just saying that gets a flood of attacks, because that type of statement is seen as 
such an arrogant thing to say in a subjective world. “Who do you think you are? How do you 
know you’re right, Pastor? And how can you tell people that they are wrong?” People can listen, 
come to understand and agree or not. People can do what they want, but God is clear on essential 
matters of faith and life, so for example if someone functions from a legalistic standard trying to 
follow the law of God from their own supposed goodness in the flesh with no true regard for who 
Jesus is and why He came then God has made it clear as to how wrong that is. His Word is the 
authority on the issue. Proverbs 16:25 speaks to these situations, “There is a way that seems right 
to a man, but its end is the way to death.” Also, if someone can’t recognize the work of God 
within the church, because they are latched onto wrong ideas of what the church is from their 
own opinions or their traditions or whatever and if they don’t have ears to hear the truth then 1 
John 2:18-21. “Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so 
now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. They went out from 
us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But 
they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. But you have been anointed 
by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. I write to you, not because you do not know the 
truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth.” It isn’t a mystery when it 
comes to what false religions look like in practice and in beliefs. So if someone has the Holy 
Spirit residing in them and they are studying His Word then they will know what is good, right, 
and true at the basic foundational level. But these religious people are not hearing His voice, His 
truth, and are not being gathered in as His sheep. And so Jesus, in knowing their plan, removes 
Himself for a time before He makes His triumphal entry back into Jerusalem. 

In that retreating Jesus is governed by the will of God while the Jews are not. The Jews 
were so zealous for keeping the law that they went up to Jerusalem before the Passover began, so 
that they could go through the ritual of purification. This purification was part of the law and was 
needed, amongst other reasons, for those who came into contact with a dead body, which was 
pretty common, so because of this they had to go through this purification prior to the Passover. 
What’s interesting about this is that while the people were going up to Jerusalem Jesus was going 
the opposite direction. So they were going up for the law while Jesus was going away for the will 
of God. This shows a separation from true salvation and their fixation on the wrong subject. 
Instead of a righteousness by faith in Christ as a gift from God they are working for a 
righteousness by the law. In this they can’t see Christ and the change He brings. Their idea of 



purification is merely outward. They are purified by what they do, so they think. They have no 
concept for the purification they need by what God does within them. There is an outward 
religiosity that looks quite good and they sure do give thanks to God, but they have not been a 
recipient of the washing, the purification of regeneration done by the Spirit through the Word. 
Like Nicodemus back in John 3, they have no idea what that really is. Nor do many today. 

Many today look at communion in this way. It is a ritual of purification that only purifies 
the outside for some, which is no purification in reality. It amounts to nothing before God when 
it’s done in that way. Many you’ll only see primarily on the days that are communion days. The 
outward actions silence the conscience and appease the human nature. They think they’ve done 
good. Many look at Christmas and Easter in this way where those are really the only two times 
they need to go to church. So by showing up twice a year they believe they are purified. The 
belief and practice of baptismal regeneration where the action of baptizing an infant causes them 
to be born again is another ritual of purification that many latch onto, because obeying the law is 
what we want. Also looking at this sequence of going to be purified before the Passover begins 
and then they can partake in an acceptable way is similar to how people think they need to fix 
themselves before God will accept them. They have to get their life in order before He will be 
pleased with them. All of these examples show how the heart and mind can be set on the flesh 
without an understanding of our sinfulness and who Jesus really is and the life He gives. Like 
these Jews, they are going the opposite direction of Jesus. Oh and boy were these people zealous. 
They sure chime in and show a passion, but it is far from the zeal of true faith. Same goes for 
today when people have a zealousness that does not line up with Christianity at all in its doctrine 
and life. They fly off the handle about how things should be when none of what they say is 
founded upon the Bible. So Jesus came to change all that by way of the justice and mercy that 
was poured out on Him and through Him by His Father. His Advent was to bring deliverance to 
such a wickedness of man. 

That’s where this Passover comes into play more. The Passover was the celebration of 
deliverance from slavery in Egypt and the establishment of Israel as a nation by the plan and 
work of God’s redeeming grace. Jesus is the true Passover who has come to deliver God’s people 
from the slavery of sin and to gather a people, one kingdom and priesthood for Himself. So this 
even confounds the misdirected self-righteousness of these Jews even more. The Passover Lamb 
has been in their midst and they’ve had no idea. They just continue on in their blindness. Jesus 
has even been at the two previous Passovers and there He displayed who He was and why He 
came. Back in the turning over the tables of the money changers in chapter 2 Jesus had told them 
that if they destroyed Him, the true temple, then He would raise Himself up in three days. This 
was foreshadowing what we are now coming up to and here they are ready to kill Him when they 
get the opportunity. Also in John 6 with the second Passover during the second year of Jesus’s 
ministry He clearly displayed His divinity and taught that He was to be the feast. They were to 
eat His flesh and drink His blood in order to have life, but they completely missed what He 
meant. Now the culmination is coming with this third Passover. This third Passover will give 
way for Jesus to come into Jerusalem fulfilling the Scriptures and the will of God on His way to 
show that He is the true Passover. That in Him alone God passes over sin and deliverance from 
the slavery of sin can be a reality for those whom He is the sacrifice for. 

This is Advent at the heart. This is the meaning of Christmas, the coming of Christ and 
His fulfillment of all that came before Him that pointed to Him. This was the culmination that 



led to the cross of Christ, to the gospel of Christ and Him crucified. I came upon an amazing 
quote the other day from Nathan Wilson that says, “The Christmas story starts long before 
Christmas. Way back in the garden, the Christmas story starts. The entire Bible is about the 
Christmas story. Read all of it as if you’re reading background and buildup to the Christmas 
story, because you are. If you want to understand the dark story of Judah and Tamar, read it in 
light of Christmas. Ruth and Boaz? Christmas. Rahab and the spies? Christmas. These are all 
part of the Christmas story. If you want to understand the Christmas story, read all of it in light of 
that Christmas story, so by the time you get to this angel coming to this teenage girl, you have 
this massive volcano of fulfillment.” What an amazing quote that should help us understand that 
you can plop down in any portion of Scripture and see the Advent of Christ and Christmas. 

See, Christmas is not about hearing nice stories about Mary or Jospeh or Elizabeth or 
Zechariah or John the Baptist or the angels or the magi or the shepherds or the inn or the manger 
or even the baby at a specific time of year with a detachment from the conception, birth, life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of the King who is Lord and Savior. Any detachment from the 
person and work of Jesus Christ as presented in the gospel message of eternal life is not the story 
of Christmas. It is just a story at Christmas time. Don’t we get that all the pieces of the story are 
looking at who Jesus truly is and at why He truly came? When we mention any of those pieces, 
are they an end in themselves or do they point somewhere else? Do they bring us to the saving 
grace of Jesus? Even when we seem to start with the right focus we can quickly take our focus 
off of Jesus and onto us, which can come across as Christ and His salvation and kingdom are 
dependent upon our participation, our contributing effort. Advent and Christmas are about the 
King and His kingdom, Jesus and His grace, which must be an irresistible and sovereign grace 
for it to be grace. Advent and Christmas is a time where every point of reference is to point back 
to Him and to not be an end in themselves. These Jews had a point of reference that ended in 
themselves, which was trying to attain righteousness by observing the law. They needed change. 
Much of the church is doing the same thing today. May we be gathered in by the King, so that we 
understand what His kingdom is and what it is to look like. Many will move away from Him as 
they deny essential truths about Christ and His church and will live in accordance with those 
denials. But many will be gathered in and strengthened by His grace and they will increase in 
living in accordance with His Word, for He has become their King and the increase of His 
government over them will have no end. The kingdom and its citizens will be evident as the light 
of God’s truth in Christ comes and brings change. A change that takes us out a false religion, 
which is everyone before salvation, and brings us to recognize and follow the true King, the 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. This is both for the context of individual life and collective life as 
His church. How does this look for us? How does that look for you?


