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The Gift of Salvation: 
SANCTIFIED LIVING 

Colossians 3 

  
 
As we open to Colossians 3 we begin with four verses that declare the wonder of our 
salvation. Baptism is a look back at what Christ did to us, Communion is a look back at 
what Christ did for us on the Cross. 
 
Follow along as we read the first four verses: 
 

Colossians 3:1-4 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which 
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on 
things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear 
with Him in glory. 

 
Tonight we remember our salvation in Christ through the celebration of communion. 
First to prepare, we need to look at: 
 

Salvation’s 
Mighty Work 

 
Through seven divine works of God, guilty sinners are made ready for dwelling in the 
Presence of God forever; and their bodies formerly slaves to sin instantly become the 
very dwelling place, and temple of God.  
 
How does God do all that? He does it through the seven elements that make up the Gift 
of Salvation.  
 
Remember with me what God does in each of us who believe: 
 

1. In FORGIVENESS: God removes my debts.  
 
Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of His grace 

 
2. In JUSTIFICATION: God changes my State.  
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Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
3. In REGENERATION: God transforms my Heart 

 
 Ezekiel 36:26-27 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; 
I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 
27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you 
will keep My judgments and do them.   

 
4. In RECONCILIATION: God becomes my Friend.  

 
Romans 5:10-11 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be 
saved by His life. 11And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

 
5. In ADOPTION: God Changes my Family.  

 
Romans 8:14-15 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 
God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you 
received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.”   

 
6. In REDEMPTION: God changes my ownership.  

 
I Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 
20For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in 
your spirit, which are God’s. 

 
7. In SANCTIFICATION: God Changes my Behavior.  

 
Hebrews 10:14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are 
being sanctified.   

 
So the practical, visible result of salvation is that God changes my behavior.  

 
THE GIFT OF SANCTIFICATION: 

CRITICAL NEED #7 
 
Because of our sin—we are all defiled; so we need sanctification.  

 
Christ died to take our soiled and spotted lives, that always get wasted, and make 
them clean, focused and fruitful—that’s sanctification!  
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The Gift 
Of Salvation 

 
Have you received the one and only gift that you (and everyone else) really needs? 
 
THE GIFT OF FORGIVENESS—CRITICAL NEED #1 
 
Because of our sin—we are all debtors to God’s Righteousness; so we need forgiveness. 

 
So Christmas is all about Jesus coming to live and then die the substitutionary death to 
take the hopeless debt we owe to God and pay with His own life our eternal death sin 
has caused us to be responsible to pay--that’s forgiveness. A Sinner stands before 
God as a debtor and that debt is forgotten by His payment. 
 

Psalm 32:1-2 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered. 
2 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity,  
And in whose spirit there is no deceit. NKJV 
 
Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of His grace NKJV 
 
Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ 
Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. NKJV 

 
Forgiveness means that we can offer people the “remission of sins” in Jesus’ name (Luke 
24:47) which brings “life through His name” (John 20:31). We can then come asking our 
Father for help in Jesus’ name as we pray (John 14:13–14; 15:16; 16:23–26). Because 
we’ve been forgiven, when we ask the Father “in the name of Jesus Christ,” it is as 
though Jesus Himself were asking it. If we remember this, it will help to keep us from 
asking for things unworthy of His name.  
 
Have you experienced the relief of knowing that all your sins, everyone of 
them—past, present, and future, are GONE? Your sins are paid for, and your eternal 
life is purchased—and you have the receipt in your hand, written in the very blood of the 
One who paid the price. Christ's record of that payment is forever settled in this book 
the Bible! 
 
That is the first part of the only gift everyone really needs this Christmas. 

 
THE GIFT OF JUSTIFICATION—CRITICAL NEED #2 

 
Because of our sin—we are all guilty convicts in God’s sight; so we need justification.  
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So Christ died to take guilty convicts and destroy any record that that ever committed a 
crime and takes their place in the punishment—that’s justification! A Sinner stands 
before God as accused and is declared righteous by His imputed righteousness. 
 

Psalm 51:3-4 For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always before 
me. 4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight—
That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge. 
NKJV 
 
Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to 
his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. NKJV 
 
Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, NKJV 
 

But justification is only for those who confess their crimes (sins) to the judge (God) and 
ask for His pardon and forgiveness. All of those who refuse to believe they are a guilty, 
hopelessly sinful convict in Christ's eyes are denied any relief from the penalty of their 
sins—both now and forever. 

 
Have you experienced the peace of justification, all guilt removed, all punishment 
forever taken away from God’s sight?  

 
That is the second part of the only gift everyone really needs this Christmas. 

 
THE GIFT OF REGENERATION—CRITICAL NEED #3 

 
Because of our sin—we are all dead in our trespasses and sin; so we need regeneration.  

 
So Christ died to take dead and rotting spiritual corpses and make them vibrant, full of 
endless life and brand new—that’s regeneration!  
 

Ephesians 2:1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 
NKJV 
 
John 10:10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I 
have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 
NKJV 
 
Hebrews 7:16b …but according to the power of an endless life. NKJV; 
 

Have you experienced the power of an endless life, and every day partaking of the 
powerful presence within of the very Lord God Almighty?  
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That is the third part of the only gift everyone really needs this Christmas. 
 

THE GIFT OF RECONCILIATION—CRITICAL NEED #4 
 

Because of our sin—we are all enemies of God; so we need reconciliation.  
 

So Christ died to take enemies and make them friends—that’s reconciliation! A Sinner 
stands before God as an enemy and is made a friend by His peace. 

 
Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to 
the law of God, nor indeed can be. NKJV 
 
Romans 5:10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the 
death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His 
life. NKJV; John 15:14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 
NKJV 

 
Have you experienced the wonder of friendship with God?  
 
That is the fourth part of the only gift everyone really needs this Christmas. 
 
THE GIFT OF ADOPTION—CRITICAL NEED #5 
 
Because of our sin—we are all strangers to God; so we need adoption.  

 
So Christ died to take strangers and make them part of the family—that’s adoption! A 
Sinner stands before God as a stranger and is called a Son by His choice. 

 
Ephesians 2:12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, 
excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. NASB 
 
Galatians 4:4-6 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His 
Son, born  of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6 And because you are 
sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, 
Father!” NKJV 

 
Adoption is not our entrance into God’s family, the way a homeless child would enter an 
adoptive family in our society. Rather, our only hope of getting into God’s family is by 
regeneration or “the new birth” (John 3:3). In New Testament language, the word used 
by God for adoption means “placed into a family as an adult son.” This denotes our 
standing in God’s family of God: we enter God’s family not as little children but we enter 
as adult sons with all the privileges. Entrance into God’s family is by regeneration, but 
enjoyment of God’s family is through adoption.  
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Have you experienced the joy of being adopted into Christ's family?  
 
That is the fifth part of the only gift everyone really needs this Christmas. 
 
THE GIFT OF REDEMPTION—CRITICAL NEED #6 
 
Because of our sin—we are all slaves to unrighteousness; so we need redemption.  

 
So Christ died to take slaves and make them freed forever—that’s redemption! A 
Sinner stands before God as a slave and is granted freedom by His ransom. 

 
John 8:34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 
commits sin is the slave of sin. NASB 
 
John 8:36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. NKJV 
 

Have you experienced the thrill of being liberated, set free, rescued by God 
forever?  
 
That is the sixth part of the only gift everyone really needs this Christmas. 
 
THE GIFT OF SANCTIFICATION—CRITICAL NEED #7 
 
Because of our sin—we are all defiled; so we need sanctification.  

 
So Christ died to take our soiled and spotted lives that always get wasted and make 
them clean, focused and fruitful—that’s sanctification!  
 
Just before we read Romans 6:13b, may I again remind you of the two sides of the 
coin of salvation. To best understand what God has done, let me contrast and explain 
justification and sanctification. Because we are saved (justified) this is how we should 
live (sanctified). 

 
 Justification is what Christ did for me on the cross--sanctification is what 

Christ is doing in me because of the cross. 
 Justification is immediate and was completely finished in me the instant I was 

saved—sanctification is an ongoing process never completed on earth until I 
meet Jesus face to face at death or His coming. 

 Justification is activated the moment I trust in the Person of Christ Jesus and 
His finished sacrifice of the cross—sanctification grows with each obedient 
choice I make empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

 Justification is my position declared right in God’s sight—sanctification is my 
practice made right by becoming more conformed to His image. 
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Salvation’s 
Mighty Work 

 
Through seven divine works of God, guilty sinners are made ready for dwelling in the 
Presence of God forever; and their bodies formerly slaves to sin instantly become the 
very dwelling place, and temple of God.  
 
How does God do all that? He does it through the seven elements that make up the Gift 
of Salvation. Remember with me what God does in each of us who believe: 
 

1. In FORGIVENESS: God removes my debts. Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of His grace 

 
2. In JUSTIFICATION: God changes my State. Romans 5:1 Therefore, having 

been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

 
3. In REGENERATION: God transforms my Heart. Ezekiel 36:26-27 I will give 

you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone 
out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put My Spirit within you 
and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do 
them.   

 
4. In RECONCILIATION: God becomes my Friend. Romans 5:10-11 For if when 

we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11And not 
only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

 
5. In ADOPTION: God Changes my Family. Romans 8:14-15 For as many as are 

led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the 
spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by 
whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.”   

 
6. In REDEMPTION: God changes my ownership. I Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do 

you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20For you were bought 
at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God’s. 

 
7. In SANCTIFICATION: God Changes my Behavior. Hebrews 10:14 For by one 

offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.   
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