
Adoption Comes With A Price 
(October 6, 2019)  (Romans 8:17) 

 

 

Previously -- prophecy of our reward:   Romans 8:14-17 KJV    For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. (15) For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to 
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. (16) The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: (17) And if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that we may be also 
glorified together. 
● “Adoption” implies being part of the family of the Father:  We should be like the Father in 

character/nature;  we are loved by the Father (John 13:1;  John 14:21);  we have a special 
closeness/access to the Father (Romans 8:17) -- do we “love as He has loved us” -- do we “cry, 
Abba, Father” -- do we elevate the desires of God above the desires of the world 

● The promise -- If:  “if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ” -- the 
promises lead to “abundant life” (John 10:10) and “free indeed” (John 8:31-32; 36) -- If 
accepted 

● The price:  Christ suffered for us -- as followers in this world we suffer in trials, tribulations and 
hatred -- John 15:18   If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.  

Deeper look into the promise:   Romans 8:17a KJV   And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ;  
● The transition:   From who we are to the reward of inheritance -- “And if children, then heirs” 

● Who we are:  Spirit leads;  identity now ‘sons of God’;  we have received adoption (along 
with the Spirit);  “we cry, Abba, Father”;  we have a Spirit connection;  “we are the children 
of God” 

● The reward:   “if children, then heirs”;  “heirs of God”;  “joint-heirs with Christ” 
● Holy Spirit and inheritance connection:   Ephesians 1:13-14 KJV   In whom ye also [trusted], 

after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that 
ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, (14) Which is the earnest of 
our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his 
glory. 

● Not only believe -- but suffer:   Philippians 1:29 KJV   For unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 

● Reconcile the sufferings:   Romans 8:18 KJV   For I reckon that the sufferings of this present 
time [are] not worthy [to be compared] with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

● Paul as the example:  He was beaten, stoned with rocks, chained, imprisoned, 
shipwrecked, starved, often hungry, naked and cold. (2 Corinthians KJV 11:23-29) 

Deeper look into the price:   Romans 8:17b KJV    if so be that we suffer with [him], that we may 
be also glorified together. 
● Definition of suffer:   Experience or be subjected to (something bad or unpleasant) 
● God plan -- suffer first then enter glory:  Jesus asked two men on the road to Emmaus in Luke 

24:26 KJV   Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? 
● No cross -- no crown:  Addressed by Jesus -- deny himself (Luke 9:23);  Paul tells Timothy -- you 

will be persecuted (2 Timothy 3:12);  To the Hebrews -- Lord disciplines and chastises (Hebrews 
12:6-7);  Peter says in  1 Peter 4:13 KJV    But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 



● Christ suffered for us -- as followers in this world we suffer in trials, tribulations and hatred -- 
John 15:18   If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.  

● Even Jesus learned through suffering:   Hebrews 5:8 KJV    Though he were a Son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered; 

● Suffering builds our character:   Romans 5:3-5 KJV    And not only [so], but we glory in 
tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; (4) And patience, experience; and 
experience, hope: (5) And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.  
●  

● By believing we admit that we are powerless:   Romans 5:6 KJV    For when we were yet 
without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 
● Producing -- Trusting not in ourselves:   2 Corinthians 1:9 KJV    But we had the sentence of 

death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the 
dead: 

● Producing -- Trust in God as our only hope:   Romans 8:3 KJV    For what the law could not 
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 

● Quote:  (Philip Melancthon)  “Where there are no cares, there will generally be no prayers”  
● Hope -- look toward eternity:   2 Corinthians 4:16-18 KJV   For which cause we faint not; but 

though our outward man perish, yet the inward [man] is renewed day by day. (17) For our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding [and] eternal 
weight of glory; (18) While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen: for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the things which are not seen 
[are] eternal. 
● We may not understand, but it is God’s will; God’s way; God’s time and for the glorification 

of God 
● And, the reward in the adoption and inheritance 

● Glorified together:   1 John 3:2 KJV    Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is. 

Analogy/Quote from John Newton:  
Suppose a man was going to New York to take possession of a large estate, and his [carriage] should 

break down a mile before he got to the city, which obliged him to walk the rest of the way; what a 

fool we should think him, if we saw him ringing his hands, and blubbering out all the remaining mile, 

“My [carriage] is broken! My [carriage] is broken!”  

 

Your carriage may be broken, but keep going 

there’s a rich inheritance and eternal glory just ahead! 

(Steve Cole - Bible.org) 

 
 
 
 


