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Rescue those who are being taken away to death; hold back those who are stumbling to the 
slaughter. If you say, "Behold, we did not know this," does not he who weighs the heart perceive 
it? Does not he who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will he not repay man according to 
his work? (Pro 24:11-12 ESV) 
 
Proposition:  Every Christian is responsible to protect human life, according to his or her place 
and calling.  
 

I. The Command: Protect Those Whose Life Is Endangered, v. 11 
II. The Method: According to Your Own Place and Calling, Matthew 25:31-46 

III. The Warning, v. 12 
A. Ignorance Is No Excuse, v. 12a 
B. The Judge Is Watching, v. 12b 
C. The Penalty Is Certain, v. 12c 

 
Introduction 
Dearly beloved congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ, we interrupt our regularly scheduled 
sermons on Ephesians today because today is Sanctity of Life Sunday. On this day, we are called 
to remember that over 59 million of our fellow citizens have been murdered with full approval 
from the establishment. The courts have declared that in these murders, the perpetrators have 
done nothing wrong. The cops have been directed to protect the murderers rather than the 
victims. Those who dare to protest are said to hate women and accused of having a desire to 
“turn back the clock” to an era of repression. But what does the word of God say about this 
question? Not only that to kill anyone without a legitimate conviction of a capital crime by due 
process of law is unequivocally evil, but also that you and I have a responsibility to do something 
about it. In fact, as we just heard, the word of God is distressingly penetrating on this very topic. 
It addresses our favorite excuse, and, as we will see, also addresses our other favorite excuse, 
which is that we have no idea what to do.  

Why is this important? Because Jesus Christ came to Earth and became a man precisely 
in order to rescue those drawn to death. To obey God’s command in this text is to demonstrate 
the truth of the gospel. God tells us to rescue those who are perishing, and He has supremely 
rescued those who are perishing in His Son’s life, death, and resurrection. Brothers and sisters, if 
we disobey this command we are denying the gospel by our works. People won’t be able to hear 
what our mouths say when our actions are loudly saying the opposite. What I hope to show you 
from our text this morning is simply this: Every Christian is responsible to protect human life, 
according to his or her place and calling.  



I. The Command: Protect Those Whose Life Is Endangered, v. 11 
The command here is simple. Rescue those who are being dragged away to death; hold back 
those stumbling to slaughter.  

I think we all know what that means. The sermon is over. You can go home. 
Kidding! We know what it means, but it still seems rather foreign. When was the last 

time you physically witnessed someone being dragged to death? You can’t see that kind of thing 
very often in Gillette. Indeed, except during wartime, it has only rarely been the case that you 
could step out onto the sidewalk, look around, and see someone bound hand and foot being 
dragged off to slaughter. And, of course, if you and I did see such a thing, what would be our 
first reaction? To hide! What do I look like, John Rambo? Jason Bourne? Jack Reacher?  

Some of you are very good with guns. You’ve killed running deer at 600 yards. Is 
Solomon saying that those of us who have skill with rifles should keep our eyes peeled and, next 
time we see someone getting dragged away to slaughter, that we should unsling our weapons and 
put 70 grains of lead into the skull of the perpetrator? Because if that’s what it says, the bottom 
line is that we aren’t going to do it. It is clearly wrong to rove the country, Rambo-style, and save 
the lives of the oppressed with a truck-mounted .50-caliber machine gun.  

It’s that kind of reading, of course, that makes the text seem so alien and unapproachable. 
In my pleasant suburban existence, I’ve never seen anyone getting dragged away to slaughter. 
The closest I’ve come to seeing a weapon used in anger is when I shot my brother Seth with an 
airsoft gun and he responded by throwing a spoon at my head. And I know that, except for our 
resident SWAT team members, the same is true for everyone in this room! And so, while this text 
sounds frightening, we sort of shuffle on quickly past it. What does it have to do with you and 
me?  

Here’s what it has to do with us. It is announcing a general principle, a general duty, 
which applies to all Christians. That duty is the flip side of “Thou shalt not murder.” In other 
words, the words of Proverbs 24:11  are simply a way of saying that we ought to do all in our 
power to preserve our own lives and the lives of others. Thus, obviously it is our duty not to walk 
around shooting people, not to drive our cars into crowds, not commit acts of terrorism involving 
crowded stadiums and large quantities of high explosives. I think we all get that. But the point is 
that our duty as regards human life, our own and other people’s, is more than the negative one of 
not killing them. We have a positive duty to do what we can, indeed to do everything we can, to 
preserve our own lives and the lives of others. Occasionally, of course, in extreme times and 
places like the Warsaw Ghetto in 1942, that duty may very well mean opening the hatch of a 
Nazi tank and spraying the inside with gasoline before tossing in a match. But in the far more 
usual course of human events, in the circumstances of your and my daily life in rural Campbell 
County, Wyoming, the duty to preserve human life will take a different form. It will look like 
feeding your kids three meals and all the snacks they need. It will look like doing your job 
faithfully, in whatever calling you have, so as to have the money to preserve your family’s life. If 
you work in the medical field, or in law enforcement, or in building infrastructure, the 



connection between your daily work and this command is even more obvious. Mothers, you 
preserve life by taking your care of your own health during pregnancy and feeding your children 
the food they need, putting them to bed at the right times, and putting on their coats before they 
go outside. Fathers, you preserve life by doing those same things, and by earning the money 
mothers need to be able to fulfill their calling. Virtually all of us can think pretty quickly about 
how our calling helps to preserve human life. Ultimately, of course, we can look not just at 
physical life, but at spiritual life. By praying for your children, you seek to preserve their lives. 
By attending worship, you seek to nourish your own spiritual life. By fleeing sin, you attempt to 
avoid that activity whose wage is death.  

All this, of course, is wonderful and important. But it doesn’t capture the fullness of our 
text. We are not just to preserve human life in general; we are particularly to preserve it when it 
is threatened or endangered. This is not just a call for cops and doctors and nurses. It is a call to 
all of us. The fact is that the most dangerous place to live in America is not Chicago, but your 
own mother’s womb. That’s right: just  a priori , statistically speaking, the person most likely to 
murder you is not a member of the Hell’s Angels whom you ripped off in a drug deal. The person 
most likely to kill you is your own mother. Now, obviously, because all of you are here I know 
that your mothers did not kill you. Perhaps you had siblings whom your parents murdered. But 
the point is that the most endangered members of our society are not cops, are not young black 
men who use drugs in blighted areas, are not soldiers in Afghanistan, are not white-collar opioid 
addicts, but are the most vulnerable and helpless, little babies who need to grow for 9 months 
inside a hospitable mother.  

The problem is enormous. We have been fighting it for almost 50 years, and we have 
almost 60 million dead. According to Planned Parenthood, one-quarter (24%) of American 
women will have an abortion by the time they turn 45. In fact, the problem seems to be so 
enormous that the Devil wants us to believe that there’s nothing we can do about it. One out of 
every four sets of parents in this country will conspire to murder their own child at some point. 
What can you and I do about it? How can we rescue those who are being dragged away to 
slaughter?  
II. The Method: According to Your Own Place and Calling, Matthew 25:31-46 

Well, Solomon doesn’t address the method, but Jesus does. In the famous passage in Matthew 
25, Jesus discloses what marks identify His sheep. The mark of Christ’s sheep is simply that they 
care and do what they can to help the people in front of them. They don’t ignore pain and keep 
walking; they stop and help as best as they can. Our confession of faith summarizes this method 
of helping with the words “according to each one’s place and calling.” How do you help with the 
massive problems that beset the world? You help by doing what you see in front of you that 
needs to be done. Where is your place? Where do you live? Help there. Charity begins at home.  

Parents, one of the best ways you can stand against the horror of abortion is to teach your 
children chastity! Every one of these murdered babies comes from somewhere. In fact, nearly 
90% of abortions are of unplanned, unwanted babies. If you teach your children to live chastely, 



to not fornicate, to not produce offspring until they are ready to take care of them, that in itself is 
a huge part of rescuing those drawn to death. So if you’re a parent, your calling in this is right in 
front of you. Teach your children to be chaste!  

What if you’re a child? How can you help? You can befriend the foster kids at school, at 
church, in choir, in sports, and so on. You can reach out to vulnerable people who are your age, 
who belong to the same groups and institutions that you do. You can pray. You can share the 
good news about Jesus with other kids, and even with adults.  

What if you’re a stay-at-home mom with little kids, so frazzled that you’re sometimes 
honestly surprised when you look down and realize that you’re still in your bathrobe and it’s 
noon!? How can you rescue those who are drawn to death? Again, by working according to your 
place and calling. Who is in front of you? Are you preserving the lives of your own children? 
Are you doing your best to befriend and encourage the struggling mothers you’ve met at mom’s 
group, at school, at the playground, at church, in the other places to which your life regularly 
takes you? Do you offer to babysit? To bring meals?  

What if you’re an older adult with a measure of freedom and disposable income? How do 
you rescue those who are drawn to death? There’s the obvious. You can volunteer at the 
Women’s Resource Center. You can contribute money to that institution and others like it. You 
can look into fostering and adopting.  

If your calling is to politics, you can introduce bills against abortion every year, just like 
William Wilberforce working for decades to get a slavery ban through Parliament. If your calling 
is to writing and speaking, to intellectual activity, you can remind people of the truth through 
what you have to say. If your calling is to law enforcement in one of its many branches, the 
relationship between your calling and preserving life is pretty obvious. Same goes for medical 
personnel.  

In short, brothers and sisters, Jesus is simply explaining what “love your neighbor as 
yourself” looks like. It looks like taking the time to see the person in front of you and to extend 
the assistance you would want if you were that person.  

The problem here is not that loving our neighbors is unattainable, but that it is all too 
attainable. In fact, it seems to be a response that’s totally disproportionate to the magnitude of the 
problem! Am I really saying that being a good parent, a good construction worker, a good coach 
and a good neighbor is the method God calls us to use in combating systemic evils like abortion? 
I absolutely am. You don’t need a national megaphone. You don’t need a regulatory agency. You 
don’t need a multi-billion dollar budget. You simply need to love your neighbor according to 
your place and calling.  

Imagine the power in this scenario: If you go to my parent’s church in Colorado, you will 
receive at least two lunch invitations. That is simply the culture of that church. Well, imagine 
finding out you’re pregnant and not wanting the baby. But imagine knowing without a doubt that 
two of the families on your street want your baby and would take him without the slightest 



hesitation. Suddenly it’s not “I’m pregnant and I don’t know what else to do!” It’s “I have this 
baby and it’s incredibly wanted and loved — and so am I!”  

Brothers and sisters, God’s plan is so simple that we generally want to dismiss it. Loving 
my neighbor? Giving food and clothing to those who need it? Visiting the sick and incarcerated? 
That’s it? Yes, that is it. Jesus is not going to say, “You failed to get your government to 
redistribute wealth to those who needed it; depart into everlasting fire!” He isn’t going to say 
“You lived in a laissez-faire capitalist society; into the fire with you!” He’s going to say, “You 
saw me suffering. Did you stop and care in a tangible way?”  

That is how we rescue those drawn to death. That’s how we save those being dragged off 
to slaughter. We do it by loving our neighbors as ourselves. It’s hated, unwanted people who hate 
and don’t want others. Loved people respond by loving back.  

Now, of course, don’t get a messianic complex about this. You and I are not Jesus. We 
won’t save anyone from all their problems simply by loving our neighbor. We aren’t there to fix 
them. Our call is simply to love them and treat them as we would want to be treated. Jesus is the 
Savior who can fix all their problems. Our job is simply to make Him credible by genuinely 
caring, and showing that genuine care.  
III. The Warning, v. 12 
Well, back to Solomon. We’ve seen the command to preserve life. We’ve seen that the means is 
utterly simple: loving your neighbor according to your place and calling. But we must not 
neglect the warning. Indeed, it is a very stiff warning, and touches us where we live.  

A. Ignorance Is No Excuse, v. 12a 
What is our first response when we’re confronted by the American holocaust? We wonder how 
ordinary Germans could have stood by and let the Nazi holocaust happen. Six million Jewish 
people were killed in less than 5 years. Yet we have 60 million dead, and it’s been going on for 
almost 5 decades. Brothers and sisters, we have no right to look down on the Nazis. At least they 
killed people they thought to be evil! We kill people not because they are evil, or even perceived 
to be evil, but simply because they are inconvenient. The major difference between us and them 
is that we’ve been performing genocide 10 times longer. Yet when confronted with this reality, 
and recognizing that we have done very little to change things, what is our first excuse? I know, 
because it’s mine: “I didn’t know it was happening! I’ve never known anyone who had an 
abortion. I don’t drive by any abortion clinics on my daily commute. I can’t stop something that 
has the backing of the US government. It doesn’t happen in front of me, and so there’s nothing I 
can do about it.”  

Admit it.. You’ve thought like that. I’ve thought like that! And barring a mighty work of 
the Holy Spirit in our hearts, we are all going to go back to thinking like that just as soon as this 
sermon is over. It’s a much more comfortable way to think. “It’s not happening literally in front 
of me, and so I can safely ignore it.”  

But brothers and sisters, the Bible is clear here. Ignorance is no excuse. You do know it’s 
happening. I know it’s happening. It’s not a secret. The federal government has been collecting 



abortion statistics since 1969, for God’s sake! (And no, that’s not taking His name in vain. That’s 
a prayer!) For the last 49 years, longer than the lifetimes of most of us here, this sin has been 
mainstream.  

I remember when I was teen, one of my friends wanted to build her credit by purchasing 
a Certificate of Deposit. Her mother was absolutely aghast about the age limit, and told me with 
a stricken look, “My daughter isn’t allowed to purchase a CD on her own, but she’s judged 
competent in law to have her own child murdered.”  

We know it’s happening.  
B. The Judge Is Watching, v. 12b 

And not only do we know, but the judge knows we know. He weighs the heart. He keeps your 
soul. You knows you inside-out, knows you better than you know yourself. He knows all the 
laziness, all the cowardice, all the desire not to be bothered that is resident in your heart. He 
considers it well.  

In other words, brothers and sisters, if you refuse to lift a finger in this cause, God knows 
it. If you will not take the time and make the effort to love your neighbors according to your 
place and calling, to do what you can to preserve life, God knows. He sees.  

C. The Penalty Is Certain, v. 12c 
And He will judge. He will render to you according to your work. If you were aware of this but 
did nothing, God takes that into account. This is not a threat that you will lose your salvation, of 
course. Nothing can separate you from God’s love once He has placed it upon you. Everyone in 
Christ will certainly be saved. But nonetheless, Scripture is clear that the size of your reward in 
Heaven, and even your capacity to enjoy God, varies depending on how obedient you were here 
on Earth. God will repay every person according to his work.  

Do you want to enjoy God more in eternity? Then obey Him here and now.  
Brothers and sisters, life is precious. God gave the life of His own Son for the life of the 

world. Jesus loved His neighbors to the point of death. He has given us His Spirit, who pours out 
God’s love in our hearts. Filled with that love, let’s go and love our neighbors according to our 
places and callings. Amen.  
 


