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Although God may not call you to a position of leadership in His church, every Christian 

should aspire to the biblical character traits given for a leader. 

I. The desire and willingness to serve as a church leader is caused and commended by 

God. (v. 3:1) 

I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst 

and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. Besides everything else, I face 
daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. (2 Corinthians 11:27-28) 

 
Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with 

you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42-45) 
 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who 
also will share in the glory to be revealed:  Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 

watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to 
be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, 

but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 
crown of glory that will never fade away. (1 Peter 5:1-4) 

 
He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into a pit? 
The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher. 

(Luke 6:39-40) 
 

Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. 
(Philippians 4:9) 

 
II. Every church is to have godly men in positions of leadership. (1:5) 

Paul and Barnabas appointed elders  for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, 

committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. (Acts 14:23) 
 

Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he was 
in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost. 
17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. When they arrived, he said to 
them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the 

province of Asia. I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of severe 



testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents. You know that I have not hesitated to preach 
anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house. I 

have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith 
in our Lord Jesus. 

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to 
me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are 

facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race 
and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of 

God’s grace. 
“Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will 

ever see me again.  Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of 
you. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over 

yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of 
the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.  I know that after I leave, savage 

wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men 
will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! 
Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 

(Acts 20:16-31) 
 

A. Episkopos = overseer / bishop / guardian 

Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1) 
 

B. Presbuteros = elder / presbyter / older & wiser 

C. Poimen = pastor / shepherd / lead, feed & protect 

Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over 

you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, 
for that would be of no benefit to you. (Hebrews 13:17) 

 
Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who 

care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love 
because of their work. (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13) 

 
III. The overarching qualification for a church leader is that no charge against him may 

legitimately be made. (v. 3:2a /1:6a) 

But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in 

his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— (Colossians 1:22) 
 

…so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and 
crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to 

the word of life. (Philippians 2:15-16a) 
 



IV. A number of potential disqualifications for church leaders have been inferred from 

the first key qualification given in both Timothy and Titus. (3:2b/1:6b) 

A. Men who have never married. 

I wish that all of you were as I am. But each of you has your own gift from God; one has this 
gift, another has that. Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay 

unmarried, as I do. But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to 
marry than to burn with passion… 

I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s 

affairs—how he can please the Lord. But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this 
world—how he can please his wife— and his interests are divided. (1 Corinthians 7:7-9, 32-

34a) 
 

B. Men who have more than one wife (polygamy)  

Jacob, Leah, Rachel and the servants (Genesis 29ff) 
 

After he left Hebron, David took more concubines and wives in Jerusalem, and more sons and 
daughters were born to him. (2 Samuel 5:13) 

 
C. Men who have been widowed and then remarried. 

A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to 

marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord. (1 Corinthians 7:39) 
 

D. Men who have been divorced. 

Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But 

it was not this way from the beginning. I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for 
sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.” (Matthew 19:8-9) 
 

To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her 
husband. But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And 

a husband must not divorce his wife. 
To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is 

willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. And if a woman has a husband who is not a 
believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. But if the unbeliever 

leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister is not bound in such circumstances; God has called 
us to live in peace. (1 Corinthians 7:10-13) 

 
“I hate divorce,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “because the man who divorces his wife 

covers his garment with violence,” (Malachi 2:16) 
 

V. The best understanding of this qualification is a man devoted solely to his wife and/or 

sexual purity. 



 
Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with 

absolute purity. (1 Timothy 5:1b) 
 


