
Judah Is Fallen
 
 
The Lord
Jesus Christ never forgets His people and never acts towards us other than with
faithfulness and love. We
rejoice in God’s mercy that brings hope in the midst
of this evil world. We treasure the grace He has shown towards the
redeemed of
the Lord, despite what we deserve in ourselves. Our passage reminds us God has
a people whom He calls
‘my people’ for whom He stands to plead, saying to our
enemies, ‘What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and
grind the faces of
the poor?’
 
Judah
and Jerusalem
Isaiah
ministered around 150 years after the break-up of David’s kingdom into two
separate kingdom’s in the days after
Solomon. He was primarily God’s prophet to
the nation of Judah and its capital city Jerusalem. These names distinguish
Judah from the people of Israel, or the so-called northern tribes. By his time
Judah had largely forgotten the God of
David and was in social, political and
religious decay.
 
Lessons
for today
Isaiah
was a spokesman for God, sent by God, with authority to proclaim the great
moral and religious truths which
reveal the holy character of God. God’s
prophets denounced sin and hypocrisy and pointed to God’s righteous purposes
of
judgment and mercy in the person of Jesus Christ. Despite Isaiah bringing his
message so long ago, God’s remnant
people and the spiritual church of Jesus
Christ in every age continue to discover spiritual lessons from the prophet’s
ministry.
 
God is
not mocked
In
chapter 3 Isaiah denounces the idolatry and sin of the nation Judah and reveals
the consequences which will follow a
rejection of God’s will and God’s word. It
is a continuing and current warning to the nations of the world that God is not
mocked by man’s rebellion, nor is judgment an empty threat. God will bring His
wrath on all who are outside of Christ,
all who rely on their own strength and
wisdom and live in pursuit of their own self-will.
 
The
price of immorality
Our
passage describes God’s judgment when He removes His blessing from a people and
brings in confusion and chaos.
What was true of Old Testament Judah in its social
and political failure continues true today. Nations who turn their
back on
God’s word and God’s pattern for moral living will collapse under the weight of
their own corruption. God
says, ‘I will give children to be their princes, and
babes shall rule over them. And the people shall be oppressed, every
one by
another’.
 
False
religion condemned
We also
see these features working out in religion and in the religious world. As the
Bible is shunned true faith is
replaced with Spiritless, institutional religion
reflecting the evil of the age. The rule of God is scorned. Every man and
woman
does what is right in their own eyes. Spiritless churches are synagogues of
Satan. Without Christ and without a
gospel message such religious bodies are as
barren, dead and hypocritical as the scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day.
 
Days
of woe
In
churches, as in nations, chaos reigns and judgment follows where Jehovah God takes
away from men and women the
stay and the staff, meaning basic necessities of
life, bringing a famine of God’s word and a drought of gospel preaching
such as
we see in our day. Isaiah says, ‘Woe unto them that call evil good, and good
evil; that put darkness for light, and
light for darkness; that put bitter for
sweet, and sweet for bitter!’ (Isaiah 5:20). These are those days of woe.
Judah’s fall
is the fall that afflicts our whole race.
 
Our
faithful Saviour
But the
remnant people of God will never be forgotten of God even in the midst of a
sinful generation and surrounded
by false religion. Throughout this passage the
Lord’s people are reminded of God’s continuing faithfulness to His
beloved flock,
even as He removes His blessings, and brings His judgments on the wicked. When
the fruits of evil begin
to appear the Lord comforts His own, promising to
stand up for His church, and affirming their peace declaring, ‘Say ye



to the
righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of
their doings’.
 
Our sovereign
God
In our
service tomorrow we shall remind the Lord’s people who they belong to and the blessings
they are promised. We
shall hear the Lord’s words as He stands in defence of
His church and holds accountable all who do harm to His little
ones. We shall
take comfort that the moral chaos, and spiritual confusion, we see in our
present age is itself the first-
fruit wages of sin and merely proves the Lord
is still upon His throne, dispensing justice and judgment according to His
own
good pleasure.
 
 
 
 
Amen
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